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ALICIA DE LACY. 



CHAPTER XXXI. 

Up vanity ! 

Down royal state ! all you sage counseUoi-s hence s 

And to the English court assemble now, 

From every region, apes of .idleness : 

Now, neighbour Confines, purge you of your scum. 

Shakes PE ARC, 

I 

npHE Earl of Lancaster was left hasten- 
ing to his army, to quell the mu- 
tiny which the false pretences of Pender* 
grass's wizard accomplice had excited. 
The situation in which he had left his 
wife, gave such wings to his speed that 
Leicester who followed to entreat his 
immediate return could not overtake 
him* He arrived at Axminster, and by 
his timely presence prevented the re- 
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lease of the pretended Edwacd, Virhom he 
sent off under a strong escort to Win- 
chosttfir^ as the place of greatest security 
in the neighbourhood, till he could be 
removed to London to answer for his 
offences. He then shewed himself to 
his soldiers, and was haranguing them 
on the subject of their weak apprehen- 
sions, when his brother rushed into hia 
armrs. All, I trusty is weU,** said Lan* 
caster^ alarmed at his unexpected ap- 
pearance, All will be well,*' replied 
Leicester, if you can return in time 
to save the life of a woman who is worth 
an empire.*' He briefly stated the par* 
tkulars of her confession, her inviolable 
attachment, and the effect which the 
potion had visibly taken, but which 
Leicester attributed to the influence 
of an active imagination on a sSgbt 
frame and exquisitely susceptible temper, 
^^fshe is in such a state,*' said Lancaster; 
f * why did you keep my- cimtriva&ce 
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iitidi8C0ver«d " Beotose/' feplidiJ tht 
0theT, so coitiptetely iis she persuaded^ 
that ^he has drunk a mdrtal draught, 
that only yourself ean eiFectually unde- 
ceive her, and I trusted that I should 
overtake you before you had crossed the 
Tamm/* For once the fraternal affec- 
tion 5f Lancaster yielded to irritability, 
and as. he gavc^'hi^ truncheon into Lei- 

-^^CGBtldiAs 'h^hd8,9ihe reproved him for 
^u&ttngl^ttqpost^jiejbad assigned him at 
such an iBifK)i%atlt drisig, instead of di- 

^ -recting him what course to pursue against 
the Somersetshire insurgents. 

Though nearly exhausted by fatigue 
land anxiety fresh horses were procured, 
^ and the Earl' had mounted again to re* 
trace the twice beaten road between 
Canford and Axminster, but the arrival 

1 ' oi another messenger fatally interrupted 
his d^gn $ this was ihe almoner, who 
' hast»^ to say that he had witnessed the 

^ > last sigh of die Countess. Thesitoadoaof 
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her imaginary murderer baffles descrip- 
tion. The native impetuosity of his temper, 
and strong, deep feelings, subdued, but 
not eradicated, by his devotional habits, 
burst out on this trying occasion with a 
vehemence that threatened destruction to 
himse;^lf and all around him. The 
tempest subsided into an oblivious gloom. 
This was a case in which the consolations 
that are suggested to inspire fortitude or 
quicken resignation could have no effect ; 
nothing could be hoped for but from 
lime, and even from that only a state 
of acquiescence bordering upon despair. 

Post after post came hurrying from 
Canford, but beside the task which thus 
devolved upon him, of preserving the 
peace of the western provinces, Leicester 
could not quit his afflicted brother. 
Holland next arrived to cpmmuhicate the 
urgent reasons which induced him to 
consent to a premature interment. In 
the overwhelming certainty of Alicia's 
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hte all xQfaor considerations were ab^ 
sorbed. At last tidings came that the 
young Sir Edmund had never been seen 
since the day of his mother's death, and 
that Beatrice, being desired by the senes- 
chal to produce the child who she pre« 
tended was sick of grief in her apartment, 
had also disappeared. Such an extra* 
ordinary concurrence of events could not 
be referred to a chain of ui^propitious ac-^ 
cidents) and Leicester determined that 
they must proceed from some dark and 
as yet undiscovered treason, which it 
would require energy and wisdom to 
unravel. Leaving Holland in the com- 
mand of the Lancastrian vassals, with 

, orders to march them wherever the spirit 
of insurrection again burst forth, he 
removed the exhausted Lancaster to 
Kenilworth, and went himself to Can« 
ford, where his first business was to visit 

' the minster alone, and explore the 
secrets of the cemetery. Thoroughly 
B 3 
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convinced that hk bibber iri^iocent 
of any design to compass the lady's^death^ 
be wished to^ve the enigma from wllich 
of these two x:auses it proCH^d^ : was^ 
poison iiifused by some unknown hand 
interested in the ahniiubtion of the De^ 
Lacy family ; or was it terror workings 
on a frame so delicate? ^o dscertaia 
die real fact^ he sought the vault,' 
pretending an insatiable desire once more 
to behold a woman whom' he loved witb 
affectionate fondness. The safety ^ hi^ 
brother required every precaution ; but 
though his motives for thus inviading 
the privacies of dishonoured mortality^ 
gave him determined perseverance, hi» 
knees smote together as he removed the 
sear-cloth, expecting to behold the coun<^ 
tenance which often, while it lighted up 
an universal glow of festal joy, had made 
her true friends tremble and censure 
amid their smiles. It must n^w either be 
faded by the common process ef decay. 
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or, &8 HbHaad stated^ each&it the progaos. 
tics of a violmt death. Instead of 
^ther of these 'atrfal qiectacles^ he 
bdield a ^ujBxm imag^ reposing heneatb 
the Telvet pjall, occupying m mock* 
ery of their lovely 'heiress a niche in 
^ sepulchral Tauk of the Earls of 
Salt^ury* 

. But where was that beautiful and ac« 
complisbed woman ? What he had. hiin« 
self seen of lu?r sufferings, corroborated 
by the account of the almoner and rfao 
chamberlain, ^ft no doubt that she was 
innocent of the plot which had removed 
her from her husband's protection. If 
alive, she must be in the power of some 
enemy. Of Surrey he hid no suspicion ; 
the speciousness of his manner had im« 
posed on Leicester's inexperienced youth 
and frank character ; and he even viewed 
bim as an honourable gentleman who 
had rendered his sister-in-law eminent 
services at the time of her escape £rom 
B + 
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Newcastle. His doubts were directed to a 
natural brother of Alicia's. The ignorance 
and turbuletace of these unhappy times 
gave encouragement to fraud by fre- 
quently rendering it successful ; and this 
man, not content with a castle and de- 
mesne which the Earl of Lincoln had 
given him in Cambridgeshirej had lately 
set up a claim to be acknowledged as the 
lawful heir of the Earls of Lincoln, and 
as the issue of a precontract which invali* 
dated the title of Lady Margaret's 
daughter. The contrivance of Beatrice 
to expedite the funeral, and her carrying 
off the child, pointed her out to the Earl 
of Leicester as the chief instrument in 
this villany ; anfl he only wanted to trace 
^er connection with this Sir Henry, who 
had just assumed the name and arms 
of his father, in order to fix on him as 
the main spring and author of these ma« 
chinations. Something might be disco* 
vered by putting all the domestics to the 
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question; but would any discoveries whicfe 
they could ma|&e lead to the restoration* 
of the mother and the child, or even allay 
his brother's grief? Was it not apparent 
that if this base-bom Lacy had used such 
means to get his competitors in his own 
power, it would only be with a determi- 
nation to put them to death, after having, 
extorted such discoveries and concessions 
as might serve his purpose ; and would 
the grief of Lancaster be relieved by 
knowing that, instead of reposing with her 
progenitors at Wimbom Minster, his - 
wife was probably in the grasp of a mor- 
tal enemy? Better let the present impres- 
sion that she was gone for ever continue^ 
than agitate with the most^cruel suspense 
a mind which, he heard from the aU 
moner, began to shew signs of resettling 
into that torpid calm which succeeds the 
violent ebullition of passion, and is the 
first step to resignation. Uncertain how 
to act, Leicj^ster once determined to raise 
'b 5 ' 
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an armed band and surprize the castle 
which Henry de Lacy possessed on the 
Granta. Reconsideration suggested that, 
beside the * odious responsibility ' of re-, 
newing that barbarous system of pi^vate 
war, which the barons had agreed to re- 
nounce, and submit the injuries they 
suiFered from each other to the decision 
of justice, this step was not likely ta 
procure the liberation pf those who, if 
Henry's designs were murder, had ere 
this doubtless been sacrificed. Thus 
perplexed and debating how to act^ 
> the. young Earl only remained fixed in 
one point, which was to continue faithful 
to his brother's fortune, and to mini^r 
to his sorrows, which now seemed capable 
of receiving alleviation from friendship. 
His deep remorse for havmg left the 
helpless lady in the power of traitors^ 
confirmed his resoludon of never again 
relinquishing a positive for a contingent 
duty. ^ 



\ 



( " ) 

The daily reviving energies of Lah* 
paster's mind were a proof and a reward 
of Leicester's pbos services* The 8ud<» 
'dainess of the lady's death was generally 
9ittributed to the pestilence i the Alleged 
disappearance of the child died away like 
other extraordinary and unaccountable 
reports ; and the deep affliction of the 
widowed husbaiid refuted the rumours 
which were propagated by the idle and 
censorious respeqting their conjugal in* 
felicity. As soon as it was known 
that he was . in a state to admit vi« 
ditants, friendship was not remiss in its 
offices, and the first and most distin- 
guished of his consolers was the stem 
but trv^e-hearted Earl of Hereford. 
•He had ever seen Alicia's faults magni- 
fied through the medium of opposite 
manners, and wondered much that Lan* 
caster should so deeply regret the loss of 
.a vain trifler. Yet, though thus disposed 
r^ly to scrutinize the propriety of a 

Bj6 
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husband's sorrows, he permitted to him« 
self the highest ebuHitbn of wrath, or, 
as he termed it, of patriotic indignation 
against the King, on account of his being 
withheld from - taking -possession of a 
desirable estate by the influence of the 
younger Spencer, on whom the Kin^ 
had bestowed it, together with the title of 
Earl of Gloucester, lately borne by the 
lamented Gilbert de Clare, to whose 
sister, the Lady Eleanor, this new idol 
was espoused. The influence of Spencer 
over the monarch was as unbounded 
as Gaveston's had formerly been, and 
having an abler head to direct the sug- 
gestions of avarice and ambition, he by 
this influence threatened to produce, 
with less public irritation, worse conse- 
quences to the power of the barons 
and the liberties of England, " The 
Gascon," said Hereford to Lancaster, 
" insulted qur persons, and squandered 
our propef:ty j but ithe present owktA 



( »3 ) 



tramples on our rights, and seizes our 
lands. What consolation is it to know 
that he is the son of an Engh'sh baron, 
v^erable for his years and virtues, the 
esteemed friend of my royal father-in-law, 
ai^ dear to the nation, till in the feeble- 
ness of age he fosters his son's aspiring 
hopes, and soothes by flattery our dream- 
ing King ? Because the yoke of the 
Spencers is fashioned in England it may 
be better shaped to our necks ; but is it 
therefore less ignominious to be governed 
by a deserter of the common cause, than 
by an alien ? Shall we hope that the 
usorpation "will be conducted with 
moderation, which commenced in per- 
jury, 'in falsifying every promise they 
gave us, and in converting royal favour 
info a sharp goad, to pierce those by whom 
it was intrusted to their hands as a conse- 
crated weapon, to be used (or general 
gooil? See already the fruits of their 
mttlMiMm In the late rdign. 
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England treated with her enemies, holding 
in one hand the palm of victory, and ia 
the other an unsheathed sword. Mighty 
princes sought the arbitration of pnr 
sovereign, and confided their dissensions 
to his justice ; and his victorious troops 
inarched, unquestioned by the flying 
enemy, through the wilds of Lochaber 
till they saw the northern ocean lash the 
gloomy coast of Caithness* Now foiled 
in every attempt to restrain the Scots 
within their own barren region, instead 
of revenging the brave knights who fell 
at Bannpckboum, or aiding the efforts of 
the northern priests to preserve their 
Jands from spoliation, our new governors, 
put of tenderness I suspect to their 
brother plunderers, have exchanged the 
faint resistance of Gaveston to determined 
subjection ; a two years^ truce has been 
purchased from Scotland, of which the 
legate is the mediator and guarantee/' 
Lancaster, who had listened so £ur in 
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dejected apathy^ started at the word pur* 
cliased. " Yes," continued Hereford, 
this truce, this breathing interval to 
give rapacity leisure' to ripen its system of 
home-ravage, has been purchased by 
concession, by abject entreaty, by a|i ac- 
knowledgement of Bruce's title to the 
crown in prejudice of the Baliol's, whose 
better right England once supported. 
Nay more, an acknowledgment of the in- 
dependence of what court-phraseology 
now smoothly styles a sister kingdom, by 
a surrender of all claim to the town and 
castle of Berwick, by compromising the 
honour of the nation. — By all these 
means our north country boors have 
procured the signal privilege of being 
allowed to plough their fields and 
rebuild their cottages, with an assurance 
that for two years the King of Scot- 
land will not interrupt therp, nor li- 
cence the marauders, who, without his 
conuxttssion, may sdll perhaps take a 
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fancy to their fat beeves and household 
garniture. 1 tell thee. Lord Lancaster, 
Bruce is as brave a Knight as ever 
belted sword 4 and were he not the enemy, 
of England I would be proud to serve 
him with my life -but never should he 
have had such terms from me. No, rather, 
like one of our true bred mastiffs, would 
I have hung on his haunches till he 
severed my head from my body, than 
have dropt my hold for a mouldy scrap, 
tossed from St. Peter's alms-house." 

Lancaster sighed deeply, drew his 
sword out of its scabbard and felt its 
temper, while Hereford proceeded* 

Meanwhile the King, fatigued at having 
done so much for the good of his sub- 
jects and the glory of his kingdom, keeps 
his court in a^ style that is intended to 
reflect shame on the simple grandeur of 
his father's. We have jewels and velvet, 
embroidery and cloth of gold ; but we 
have heither wisdom nor authority^ 
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justice nor independence. I saw, on my 
return from captivity, helmets loaded with 
plumes, but they shaded the features of 
parasites ; surcoats charged with honour- 
able devices, but usurers wore thetn ; the 
insignia of office in the hands of a 
debauchee or a gamester : such is the 
King's court. The Queen has her's, 
where Mortimer occupies the anoma* 
lous post of favourite to the Queen. 
They say it comprizes duties which 
it were treason to divulge j but before 
the public, its office is to whisper 
in her ears, and report her gracious 
sayings, to lead her to and from the 
banquet, to dance with her on holiday 
revels, caress her dog, and carry her 
goss-hawk. 'Tis said too he has some 
tender^ prattle for the young heir of 
England, such as, ^ Gem and para- 
gon of all princes that ever were or 
shall be bom to bless and astonish the 
vtorldj love your beautiful and most 



!i^ktuous loother, but hate yo^r father, 
be b naught. Love such pl^i^t 
laea as the geatle Mortiin^rp who 
caress and humour you, but be sure 
when you are King puni^ such grey* 
)>ear4s as Hereford, and such mopes as 
Lancaster, who would persuade you that 
crowns and sceptres are not given to 
monarchs for play-^things ; and that the 
path of their anointing has more meaning 
than the litany of a worn-out saint, whose 
day has been blotted from the cal^ar 
by a new canonization.' 

Lancaster sternly smiled. ^* The royal 
boy,** said he, " must be taught a more 
orthodox catechism ; whether his parents 
are permitted to dream out their days, or 
are awakened fn)m their sensual trance 
by the clangour of rebellion.*' 

" Who will be his teacher ?" returned 
Hereford, gracing Lancaster's band* 

Who k there worthy to adopt this 
anoce dm orphan , representative of our 
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Saxon and Normaa Kings, this iut 
SLtkoh^r of our shipwrecked greatness; 
who is there to impress on his unfolding: 
iaCellects, that likeness of his royal pro* 
genitprs pf whom his father pr^erv^ no 
semblance?" 

Lancaster replied, that his uncle, the 
young £arl of Kent was virtuous and 
amiable* 

" True" resumed Hereford, but 
in admitting his youth, you ackaow^ 
Ledge his unfitness for such an office* 
Bom near the close of his father's 
life, this offspring of & French princesa 
never saw his country's glory as 
k shone in the days of Edward and 
^leanora. His diief merit consists in 
bis affection for his brother, and his 
honourable integrity in refusing to profit 
by that public favour, which points at him 
to the prejudice of an unpopular sove« 
mgn* But he knows nothing of the 
track of govemn^nt, havingaoaly seoii; 
heartless counsels, proud boastings, aqd 
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' submissions extorted by force, cancelled 
by perfidy. He might instruct his young 
nephew how to deserve esteem and enjoy 
peace, not how to conquer glory. Some 
other guardian must be sought. Look 
not on me; I am an old crab-tree, crooked 
and austere; inflexible, I grant, but withal 
rugged ; more capable of faithfully- 
serving a great prince, than of training 
him till he might become one. Vou are 
silent. Hear, hear me, then, describe the 
requisites that should meet in him who 
is fit to nurture the ruler of England. 
It is one for whom pleasure has na 
temptations, and ambition no lures ; one 
pointed out for this high office by the 
extinction of those ties of private affection 
that might have distracted his cares, and 
bound his talents to meaner uses. You 
must, comprehend me. You, Lancaster, 
who are so eminently endowed with 
talents and virtues, so royally descended, 
so imbued with learning, and schooled 
by experience ; what hinders you from 
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stepping forward and devoting your life 
to the glorious task of teaching our 
third Edward, so to revive the national 
honour that his old barons need not 
blush at being called his subjects, 
nor send a longing eye north of the 
Tweed in search of a King worthy to 
reign over a brave people ? I repeat it. 
Heaven seems to have made you a child- 
less widower for this purpose." 

Lancaster turned his eyes on Bohun, 
and, in a faultering tone, said it was not 
Heaven that made him childless ahd' a 
widower. 

forbear,*' said Leicester, drawing 
Hereford aside, this theme must bfe 
avoided, or tears will again burst forth 
along the deep-worn channels that grief 
has formed." 

He is brave as well as tender- 
hearted," said Hereford, and therefore 
I spare him; but I nfust tell thee, 
Harry Plantagenet, how he schooled me 
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yoAeti I lost my royal lady, i was then 
his pupil, and I could repeat his sayings, 
probably unaptly, for I am more of a 
soldier than a schoolman. But I well 
know he thei^ referred every event to 
Providence, and gave the will of Heaven 
as a reason why I should be content to 
part with what I held most precious : but 
thus it ever happens; your wisest rea- 
soners on resignation find practice the 
most difficult part of their doctrine. I 
will one day make him admit that the 
fiame power, permitted his afflictions, 
though his wife died of a fever brought 
on by dancing, and the women by over 
care killed her son.** 

Satisfied that. Lancaster had not heard 
this light epitome of his afilictions, the 
Earl of Leicester led Bohun back to his 
brother, secretly rejoicing at the readiness 
with li^hich invention enables report to 
sound its naisativeai A sense of the de- 
CQiura, #bich is due to the presence of a 

3 
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Stranger, induced Lancaster to conceal 
his compunction, and struggle with his 
grief. Fresh themes were started; but 
the angry Hereford, while he severely 
condemned the dejection of his friend, 
continually recurred to the subject which 
occupied his mind. Thus, the praises 
of Gilbert de Clare, the brave victim of 
Scottish discipline and English precipita- 
tion at Bannockbourn, led to resentful 
sarcasms at the rapacious minister, who 
now bore his title. At last, the Earl of 
"Warwick was mentioned ; and the gallant 
Leicester, with truly honourable feeling, 
bore witness to the fair fame, of the rival 
of his love, and listened with deep in- 
terest to the description of Matilda's be- 
haviour, whose first sorrows Herefpfd 
had witnessed. Continuing j his blqnt 
remarks, and protesting that no woman, 
except his consort Elizabeth of £ng(apd^ 
had ever so powerfully^ awakened ^his 
sympatiiy, Bohun asked how loAg ^ 



survived her lord } and if she were buried 
in the same grave with her faithful Gu^ 
of Warwick, the second of that name 
who had become celebrated for his love, 
his bravery, and his misfortunes. That 
she was alive seemed to him wonderful ; 
that Leicester should be allowed to con- 
verse with her at the grate of Amesbury 
was suspicious; but that he faultered and 
blushed, while he descrikted her as recon- 
ciled to the world, was explanatory ; and 
with the frankness of an unreserved, im- 
petuous character, Hereford gilded his 
stern features with a smile, and, grasping 
the young Plantagenet's hand, rejoiced 
at his success, and protested England did 
not contain a knight more worthy to dry 
the tears of the widowed beauty. 

The heart of Lancaster, which had 
been first revived from the benumbing 
grasp of despair by the glow of patnotism 
which Hereford's conversation infused, 
now became further susceptible of social 
4 
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feelings ttccited by his brother's happy 
^rosptets. Urged to a full discovery by 
perceiving that the generous Lancaster, 
though himself cold as a marble statue to 
the charms of beauty, could yet derive a 
sympathetic pleasure from another's hap-i 
piness, Leicester acknoxi^ledged that he 
had at last successfully pleaded his mo* 
ther's wishes, and his own persevering 
and disinterested love ; a love which had 
undergone the truest test of sincerity and 
purity, since he had preferred yielding to 
the wishes of the beloved object, though 
they thwarted the consummation of his 
own; and Lancaster was roused to the 
recollection, th^t there was one undis- 
charged duty which he was still called to 
fulfil, that of placing his adopted sister 
m the safe protection of a worthy and 
powerful husband. 

Speed the auspicious nuptials,Henry/* 
said he ; " and with the gift of Matilda's 
hand receive from me the confirmed 
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version of those temporal goods^ whichj^ 
by making me a mark ot envy, and the 
object of unusual temptations, have cor- 
roded my peace and obstructed my utility. 
Henceforth I will be wholly the seriirant 
of my country ; my duties to her will 
terminate only with my life/' Then, 
turning to Hereford, he avowed his firrri 
purpose never more to unfurl the stand- 
ard of insurrection, and reproved him 
for supposing that a keen sense of private 
injury qualified a baron to step forward 
as. the professed vindicator of public 
wrongs. Should the wisdom of . the 
f:ouncil, or the voice of parliament, call 
upon him to undertake the tuition of the 
infant Prince, his conscience would bind 
lum to the service, in which he would 
fimbark with the zeal of a man, who, 
having nothing to ask from his cptempo* 
raries, looked only at posterity. But 
this trust must be offered, not sougtit* 
He was now the only nobleman to whom 
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the act of' amnesty, consequent to the 
death of Gaveston, had not been formally 
extended. To full forgiveness, Aay, even 
to cordial reconciliation, he thought his 
recent services fully entitled him; and the 
first effort his restored health would 
permit him to make should be to obtain 
an interview with the King. 

The suspicions to which the circum« 
stances of Warwick's death exposed the 
monarch, were too vague and too little 
sfupported by testimony to be brought in 
the shape of a charge against him and his 
advisers ; but they had sunk deep into the 
minds of Lancaster's party. The Earl 
himself was conscious of being equally 
involved with Warwick in the rash 
act, which was known to have excited 
unextinguishable enmity; and this con« 
sciousness made him (though he had not 
be^n informed by what means his friend 
was prematurely cut off) unwilling tq 
put himself into the power of the King 
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Without some j^evious stipulations Ibr liis 
own se(;unty> especiaUy as he found his 
kte servicers had been coldly received. 
The ititerview between the iKing and his 
most powerful subject and near kinsman, 
was preceded by forms, and guarded by 
circumstances similar to those adopted 
between liostile potentates desirous of ter« 
niinatingthemfeeriesof war, yet cherishing 
incurable suspicions of each other~the 
fruit of long continued enmity. The Earl 
of Kent guaranteed Lancaster's safety ; and' 
the Bishop of Exeter stood pledged for 
file sincerity of the EarPs submission^ 

The interview took place at Leicester, 
after the King's return from the ineifi* 
cient parade of opposihg the Scots and 
besieging Berwick, which ended in the 
Ignominious truce above related. Both* 
parties were struck at the alteration time 
bad made in each other's persons and 
• a&ctions, since the royal child and the^ 
pirincely stripling, engaging in the same. 
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hoAQumble puistnts, lovcdaod converiail 
as friends. Int^perance and indolence 
bad swoln the figure ahd flushed th^ 
ecnmlenaHice of Ed^rard j care, griefs and 
GdBtdtion had worn &e form, and tnade 
pale the features of I^caster, whose ap- 
pearance, correspcHiding with his habit, 
testified the sererest sorrow. £rief, so- 
lemn, aad significant, was the conversa-^ 
tion. The Earl bent his knee to receive 
the pardon which the EJng coldly bC'^ 
^owed, and expressed surprize at hig 
eonsOTt's death. Lancaster was silent; 
his anguish was too big for utter* 
ance f but in the King's hesurt affectioni 
had yielded to resentment. He gave 
a sigh to ihe m^ory of Gaveston, and 
added, We have also known the pain 
of losing what we loved." The feel- 
ings of nature,** said the Bishop of Exe- 
ter, must be permitted." " Her feel- 
ings,'* replied the King, looking, sternly 
3 
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U Laiicasier,^ ^ are most vehemeat wheni 
her work has-been anticipated*'.^ 
.1 ^^'My liege," said Lancaster, Your 
Grace has granted me an oblivion of past 
events^ but I further crave leave to de- 
wte my future days to your.service, ,and 
that of my country. May the interests • 
of both ever be the same ! My situationt 
iQDUches for my integrity. An insulated 
nian cut off from those ties which, while 
(liey stimulate enterprize at times pervert 
principle^ resembles a son of our holy 
mother^ the Church, in the purity and 
singleness of his aims. If I can promote 
the real welfare of Tour Highness and 
your royal issue, command my exertions 
till those much-desired days arrive, when 
adther you nor England will be in need 
of the labours of a sincere servant. I will 
then occupy a cell among tlie canons of 
Kenilworth, andjS^urrender my lands and 
castles to my brother Leicester, to whose 
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marrisige with the heiress of Earl Mad^ 
rice I crave your sanction/* 

« We are disposed/' replied the Kiiig, 
^* to look with aa eye of Ssvpur on ou^ 
cou^Q, Henry; and when you^ Sr, are 
weary of the world, we shall hope to be 
remembered in your prayers." 

My prayers/' said Laneaaler, are 
now like my sword active in the cause, of 
Tour Highness. But as X have received 
a summons to attend your parliament^ 
I must discharge my duty before I retire 
to my beads. When we meet at West- 
minster, I trust I shall so approve myself 
a true patriot and faithful subject, as 
not to shame the grace which I have this 
day received." 

The King was aware tiiatt a plan was 
agitated among the discontented lords to 
remove the Prince from his parents^ and 
place him under a governor to be chosen, 
by themselves ; and while his fears pointed 
at Lancaster as the person, his hopes sug^ 
C 4 



.ffiS^d Hs&t Ae dtep iespdlr in whkh he 
vnB said to be absorbed^ had rendered 
hiito iiiffit for the offiee. He now disco* 
vered with regret, th^t^ emerging frdm 
temporary sttspaifiion, his intelleccs 
were unclouded, his courage tinbroken> 
and his princ^l^ unchanged, while the 
'dis^erotait^of aU ^eftnestic ties seemed 
itO'give^^ti^pertifiaisity to bis character. 
The court ahdictpaled in the meetk^ of 
.themtatml council a turibulwt and for- 
midable opposition, at the head of which^ 
birth and fortune, added to public favour, 
woidd «ow |dace a loan, who, «ven in 
the act bf receimg pardon, boasted the 
^ !pinrity of his intentions, iuid ^ke with 
indifference of his future forilunes. Oft^n 
-had the King wbbed that, during hia 
pilgrimage, the scymittar of the Modra, 
or the waves tof the ocean, would rid 
him cf his powerful kinsman j and, how« 
ever formidable the msurrecfion in thfe 
western countks appeared, the defeat of 
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Fendei^rass by his meaiiQ was. unwell 
come. Edward^s advisers took care tc^ 
fan the flame: for whatever the Earl might 
be 16 the sovereign^ they knew he was 
the determined opposer of that system of 
domestic oppression and foreign subsa% 
viency that illegal stretch of the prero* 
gative and infringement ^ the .chartered 
nghts of the barons^ which^ in this reign 
of favouritism, formed the arcana of go- 
^eminent. Relieved from the heavy pres«^ 
SQre of the Scottish wars by the late truce, 
the barons had now only one object to 
pursue, namely, to terminate and pimish^ 
the tnal^administration of those who had 
neither fortunate occuxrences, glorious 
successes, nor wise regulations, to oppose 
to the, tide of obloquy,, with which they 
were overwhelmed. The only hope of 
the cabal, who at this time governed Etig« 
land, depended on their being able to in* 
timidate, divide, or disgrace their adv«£» 
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saries, of Vhom Lancaster again appeared 
the most formidable* 

The services of this brave Earl in the 
affair of Pendergrass, and on which he 
so firmly depended for a cordial recon- 
ciliation to the King, had received Stjuch a 
colouring from his enemies, as to make 
the extraordinary exertions of a faithful 
subject appear like the dubious osten* 
tation of an ambitious conspirator, play- 
ing off a minor traitor to sound public 
feeling, and give additional popularity to 
himself. That Lancaster had spared this 
man at the gallows, gave rise to contrary 
conjectures ; and an -action which really 
sprung Jrom a lively sense of his former 
extra-judicial vehemence, was interpreted 
to proceed from the compunctions qf 
conscience, which at the crisis would not 
allow him to complete his treasons, by 
sacrificing the subaltern actor. The hopje 
of life and pardon, easily induced Pender- 
grass to accuse Lancaster as his employer j 
7 
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but though this was enough to persuade the 
facile King, already predisposed to believe 
his kinsman guilty, it was considered that^ 
the testimony of an infemous and detect* 
ed imposter, lying under a well-autlieh- 
ticated charge of treason, could not be 
received .against a peer of the blood 
Toyal, by whom bis seditious attempts 
had been frustrated, and with whom no 
previous connection could be- traced,' 
. The King, indeed, would be as ready to ' 
inflict punishment, as he had< beeQ^- t<^ 
believe scandal ; but Lancaster must be 
tried by his peers, and his character 
would come from the assay the brighter^ 
by being cleared of the odium with which 
it was incrusted. Something had been 
, whispered respecting the suddenness of 
Lady Alicia'^ death, and the haste and 
secrecy of her funeral : but Surrey, who 
was now closely leagued with the court, 
requested that no investigation might 
take place on that head. Henry de Lacy 
c 6 
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put ill a claim for the earldom of Lia«^ 
coIii» but his legitimacy rested oa na 
other evidence than his own assertions. 
The coli^rators (for by no other name 
€0utd they be called,) suggested a variety 
Df plans, and sifted every action ofLmcs^s* 
t«%. hat without discovering any grounds 
to found a criminal charge, save that for 
whkh the King's pardon, had beenformally 
granted* .This could not prevent him 
ironi appearing in his place in parliament^ 
ici arraign their proceedings, with all that 
ifttefgy and eloquence which his own 
qualities and the confidence of the naik»i 
jpat his hucb. 



/ 
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CHAP. xxxn. 

^Wliere wHt thou find a cavern dark moghl 

To matk thy^noaacrouf visage ? Seek nonei eetspiMcjp* 

Hide it in smiles and afiabilitjr : 
For if thou put diy natKe tomblance pn. 
Not Erebus itself were di^i enough 
1 o hide thee from prevention. 

l^^HILE Lancaster^ retired in hk 
c astle of Kenilwortb, was exped^ 
iag his brother's nuptials^ which were at 
once to secure Matilda^S: safety and coqp 
firm the title of the house of Lancaster 
to the inheritance of the earls of Lincola 
and Salisbury, a man of brutal manners 
and ferocious aspect, calling himself Sir 
Richard Saint Martin, presented a peti- 
tion to the judges as they sat on the bench, 
claimmg the estate which was about to 
be settled on the issue of the intended 
8 
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bridegroom, as his own right. On being: 
questioned as to the ground of. his pre^ 
tensions, he replied, that he was the 
husband of Alicia de Lacy, united to her 
by a pre-contract previous to her mar- 
riage with the Earl of Lancaster^ though 
subsequent to her affiance to Surrey. He 
boasted that he could produce proofs of 
their intimacy, damning to the lady's 
fi^me, and as an irrefragable evidence, 
would bring her into court to confirm alt 
his assertions. Consternation seized 
every bearer, except the presiding judges, 
whom history, without giving their name&, 
stigmatizes as venal and secret abettors 
of the claim, on which they were called 
to decide. Martin was asked, if he could 
raise the dead : be dropped his lip in 
contempt, and turning an exuldng leer 
on the incredubtis questipiier, led a 
woman into court, who, in stature, feature, 
and voice Was recognized as the Counters 
of Lancaster } the jewels, which were 
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known to be heir-iooms of the family, 
decorated her person, and she wore the 
magnificent dress in which Alicia appeared 
at court, when first a bride* 

The judges started from their seats, the 
specta^tors rubbed their eyes ; some pro* 
tested that a potent necromancer had 
succeeded in animating a dead body; 
others asked on what testimony the death 
of the Countess rested. Agatha affected 
to be equally overwhelmed with shame 
and sorrow ; her early education in Lady 
Margaret's family, had given her a man* 
ner. which, however vitiated by her.sub^ 
sequent courses, she could at will assume* 
Laying aside the mysterious cant of the 
weird sybil, and the bold profligacy of 
the freebooter's associate, she addressed 
the court with grace and modesty, be- 
speaking their pity for her extreme 
distress, and^ their candid interpreta* 
tion of ja confession thus painfully ei^ 
torted. . , 
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She went into the history of the De 
Lacy family, described their charactercr,. 
and detailed niany welUknown anecdotes^ 
with precision. She acknowledged, that 
her fathejr^s indulgence and her mother's 
neglect had corrupted her .mind, and 
that in early youth she had granted 
favours, and signed a contract with 
Richard Saint Martin, a servant of her 
father's, which made her look on her 
espoused Lord Surrey with abhorrenGe« 
That her shame having come to the eans 
of her parents, they, to conceal it, hadv 
sacrificed the unfortunate Agatha, who»> 
resembling her in person, had been made 
to bear the disgrace,^ and to undergo the 
pofifahment of those clandestine meet- 
ings with Martin, which, had been wit*- 
nessed by the domestics. Agatha, there- 
fore, was immured in the eemetery atr 
Wimborn, and herself, surreptitiously 
restored to undeserved reputation, was. 
afterwards espoused to the Earl of Lan^ 
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caaM^« Suiih, however, the hitdb* 
Bciss wkfa vhich he ireMed herj that 
had since eyen wkhed to exchange 
tkaswUh the miserable gip], who died 
broken h^surt^d in a shcart spac^ after^ 
was liberated from her confinement. 
The i;emainder of ber tale mu^ be told 
hj another, and the coa»djutor she calted 
ufKMQ, vm Beatrice Valeni:y, wl^o ad* 
yancing, led into court the youtb&l hm 
q( the Earl of Laacasten 

After a brief detail of the raffionngst 
which she said her lady had endttred 
&om her tyraimk:al spoude^ she prot 
ceeded to state, that haying discovered 
his intention of destroying her by poison, 
she had adroitly exchanged it for a pocioii 
which would only suspend sense. She 
stated some particulars of the conyersa- 
tion whii:h really passed between the £axt 
and Alida, and described the method ?$he 
had tdkm to convey away the latta:^ 
and her de:rice of a waxen image and 
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mock interment. She remained at Can-' 
for^. only to rescue the child from hi9 
cruel father^ and then posted to the 
retirement ' "Where she had placed her 
lady, of whom she never after lost sight. 

My sufferings and my shameSi** re- 
sumed Agatha, " had so broken my 
spirits, that^ careless about my inheritance^ 
I had determined on a monastic life ; but^ 
hearing that the Earl of Lancaster pur- 
posed to endow^ the posterity of his bro^fi 
ther with my lands, I determined to step 
forward, as it were from the grave, and 
disprove his title, to what, indeed, never 
were legally his, and what he has also 
forfeited by the crime of complotting my 
death. I therefore claim to be delivered 
to my first, and only true husband, — and 
I produce this — my son by the Earl of 
Lancaster, to whom, with the full con- 
sent of my generous spouse, I mean ta 
give the property of my mother, the 
Countess of Salisbury ; hoping, that the 
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King, of his grace aad favour, when h^ 
has duly weighed all the . circuimscances 
of my story, will allow the title, of £arl 
of Lincoln, which, by birth-right is mine, 
in courtesy to one, whom, I doubt not, r 
he will find more worthy to sit in his 
council, and serve in his wars, than the 
man who was a rebel . to him, and a 
tyrant to me/* 

A murmur of displeasure arose ia 
Westminster^hall, as Martin, with a stalk 
of vulgar consequence, took the hand of 
the pretended Countess, and sweating, 
she jydged him rightly, narrated some 
acts of border puissance, which, save 
that the unsettled state of the kingdom, 
gave impunity to depredators, would 
have entitled him to a gibbet, rather than 
a peerage. But as Agatha did not pr e^ - 
tend, that her paramour was honourable,^ 
or even of gentle b}ood, her story was 
not disproved, by Martin's . discovering 
himself to be a captain of a band o£ 
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pluiiderer«> though the indignant auditory 
execrated a woman of high 'birth and 
princely connexion, who thus publi^ed 
and multiplied her shames, by the dis^ 
honour attached to the quality of het 
paramour^ as; well as to the crime itself* 
Though no doubt was entertained of 
die identity of the claimant, every one 
hoped that she would be driven from the 
court with opprobrium, and made to for- 
feit that inheritance by her infamy, Co 
which she was entitled by her Htthi 
Not so the event. The judge tr&ate^ 
ha: with lenity, made some slight objec- 
tions to her testii]3ony, of a nature whicb 
could be readily dbvi&ted ; znd then de-^ 
daring) that a cause of such importance 
must be laid brfore the King> adjourned 
the proceedings. 

. Pretending fears for her safety i and 
disclajming ev^ry wbh to be in future 
considered as Lancaster's wife, .Agatha 
refused to be lodged in the Savoy palace. 
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and entreated a guard for her sec\irity« 
She Was visited by numbers, either- from 
curiosity, or from love or hatred ^ to Lan- 
caster. The penetrating she dismissed 
without an audience, pleading shame o^ 
iiidispodtion ; the simple and undiscern-' 
ing she conversed with and cajoled. 
The leVity and indiscretion of the true 
Countess had prejudiced m^y who re- 
.vered the Earl ; and, though no suspicion 
of criminality had been thrown upon 
her conduct, the censorious were disposed 
to believe that a womfim of light manners 
might be criminal ; others waited to see 
how Lancaster would act. The story of 
the poisoned cup and mock funeral, cor- 
responded with the suddenness of Alicia's 
death, and the haste of her interment. 
Would he produce the body of the 
Countess, ©r had he other means of ascer- 
taining the reality of her demise"; his 
enemies were loud in censuring the un- 
masked hypocrite. Surrey, made his first 
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Visit to Agsctha mth marked publicity^ 
Dras most minute in his. enquiries, ap- 
peared suspicious and incredulous, and 
then seemed overwhelmed with astonish- 
ment at her relating many circumstances 
connected with their former intercourse ; 
while, with an affectation of regret, he 
acknowledged, that she must be the lady 
to whom he had been contracted, but 
whom, with mingled contempt and gene- 
rosity, he now yielded to the claims of Sir 
Richard Saim Martin. 

Queen Isabella would not admit so 
degraded a woman to her presence, but 
gome ladies of her court, who, as rival 
beauties, hated and envied the Countess 
of Lancaster, visited Agatha from curi- 
osity ; and as. she was constantly assisted 
by her able and assiduous prompter, 
Beatrice, they saw in her the same vola- 
tile assuming creature, and convinced 
their royal mispress of their superior 
penetration, by reminding her, that tfaey 
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had predicted her deviation from every 
rule of decorum. Nor was the attestar 
tion of Sir Hilary wanting. The sleek 
abbot travelled in pomp from his pre« 
ferment, to identify the penitent he had 
so often shrived, and added his testi« 
mony, as to its being the same person, 
though he confessed he was totally mis- 
taken in her character ; and did he no\nr 
sustain the office of her confessor, he 
would not only revoke his former absolu- 
tions, and enjoin a severe and solemn 
penance for her sins, but would also 
require her to found a chauntry, to pray 
for the soul of Agatha, of whose death 
she was in fact the cause, and whose re- 
mains, he advised, should be removed 
from the obscure spot where he had 
beard of their being deposited, and 
honourably interred* 

Thus so deeply wa^ the plot bid, and 
thus were xhe conspirators drawn up in 
battalia, when the Earl of Lancaster 
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xecei¥ed a citation to appear befoue the 
judges, and answer the allegations of his 
Countess. With this was sent an inti- 
knidating message from the woman whd 
assumed that name^ threatening to charge 
him, crimmally, with conspiring her 
death, unless he consented to their imme* 
diate divorce, and relinquished all claim 
to her inheritance. In an age that teem- 
ed with bold impostors, and subtle machi- 
nations, Lancaster's first inference was, 
that a female Pendergrass was playing 
upon his feelings and bis fears; and 
spuming the citation with his foot, he 
exclaimed, Would to heaven my Alicia 
could burst from her sepulture, and sum- 
mon me to atone for my offences against 
herl'^ 

^ Under these impressions, the nuptialf 
of Henry arid Matilda were solemnized; 
Every hour Ix'ought some vagram news- 
monger to Kenilworth, charged with 
fresh tidings respecting the claims of th^ 
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pseudo Countess. Proroked by the false 
and idle tales of mendicamt eaves^droppers, 
the Earl's retinue had orders to drive 
them from the demesne^ and it was 
during this state of irritatbn, that father 
Nicholas received the inhospitable trefiit- 
ment,,which caused the divuied pair many 
an aggravated pang. 

If the heart of Lancaster could have 
regained its peace, it would have been by 
beholding the felicity of his brother and 
of Matilda. In the silent contemplation 
of their love and harmony, he sometimes 
forgot his own anguish ; but when they 
attempted to console him, his stormy 
grief resumed its violence, like a torrent 
which from opposition becomes more 
furious. Ms^tilda then touching her 
lute, had often the art tomett desperaifen 
into sorrow. " Repeat that strain** he 
woulil say ; it soothes my melancholy, 
and comprizes a description of all iny 
vrtshds.^' Matilda complied with a modu« 

VOL. IV. 9 
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lation of voice and manner, adapted alike 
to the lament and the auditor. 

Hast thou no room in thy grave, love ; 
No space in thy winding sheet ? 
. From the world I have nothing to cmve, love ; 
I have found out the world's deceit. 

Its pleasures with thee are sleeping. 
Like my grief, its cares are awake ; 

My life is no longer worth keeping ; 
O let me thy grave partake ! 

I will lie on the cold grey stone, 

Which covers my faded rose. 
And number my beads alone. 

And pray for her souPs repose. 

Not the trumpet's martial swell, 
. Nor the lute, to love so dear ; 
But the toll of the passbg bell. 
Is the music I wish to hear. 



Henry,'' said the afflicted husband, 
one day, grasping his brother's hand. 
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^ wherever I fall, remove .my corpse tp 
Wimborn, and bury it with my consorts 
The church authorizes us to believe, that 
our disembodied spirits are permitted to 
penetrate the enigmas of time. If the 
purposes of my heart have been disdosed 
to my Alicia, there is no cause vrhj I 
should be excluded from her grave/* 

teicester answered, Your calamities 
seem to you intolerable ; had heaven per- 
mitted you to have been the arbiter of 
your own fortunes, is there any other cor- 
rective that you would have thought less 
bitter." 

I could have borne all but this load 
of self-reproach,'* said the Earl, smiting 
his bosom vehemently. 

Let us,*' resumed his brother, " sup- 
pose that your wife was at this instant 
alive, and proving by her behaviour, that . 
you judged her errors with too much 
lellity; that she now scandalized you. 
by. public effrontery; that what you. 

D 2 
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iboij^t levity^ was lewdaeBS) that lier 
cardessnesa, ym» hardx^eas of heait ; her 
neglect ^ y(mx de^rea, was abhorrence 
of ycHir persoQy si^ce ripening into the 
most malignant revenge ; would you not 
ilather havQ her now lying insensible 
among ^ bones of her ancestors, than 
be ixideed the worthless wonwi of whom 
8D many improbable tales are related 

If she were aliye/*^ answered Lan- 
Cfaster, she might repent her own fiiulCs^ 
and pardon mine.'' 

Ldcester gazed attentively on hia 
brother for some minutes^ and then so- 
lemnly proceeded: The choice you 
I^e made, commands me to dii$clp^ 
a secret I have painfully kept. No h«* 
man reipains occupy that gisive at Wim- 
bom, in which your wife was said to be 
d€*pOsited ; I have myself investigated its 
secrets, and found nothing but a waxea 
imagef iauitastically habited, reposing in 
mockery among the Earls of Salisbury* 
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More I dare not say, yet dread to dunk; 
Can the detested being, vfho is novr th6 
subject of at once wonder and execrationr, 
be the seemingly meek saint whom I saw 
expiring ; or can your attractive, sportive 
Ivife, whose worst actions claimed a 
blended tribute of warm affection and 
gentle cen$ure, and who in her vainest 
follies and greatest terrors ever called 
down blessings on your head, throw off 
her shroud to act the part of a demon of 
wantonness and malice ?" 

Matilda, to whose faithful bosom hsL 
cester had intrusted his cares, as well sss 
his love, generously forgetting t%t way- 
wardness and neglect she had experienced 
from a gay and ^ thdughdess woman, in 
the zenith of her prosperity, endeavoured 
to relieve the stupor of xonsteriiation 
which seized Lancaster, on this intelli- 
gence, by pressing his cold hand to her 
lips, and exclaiming, Impos$ib^|^ my 

^3 
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life- to a beggar's fee, this vile woman 
is not, cannot, be your own lovely 
Alicia!*' 

The perturbed Earl found, like many 
others who are pressed down by the cor« 
recting hand of heaven, that the new 
anxiety which he welcomed in exchange 
for the old sorrow, proves the more in- 
supportable burden. Every past convic- 
tion of this consort's tenderness, ingenu- 
ousness, and placabifity disproved her 
identity with his persecutor. But Alicia's 
body had not been laid in the family 
mausoleum. What then, was it so ex- 
traordinary a deed, for those who con- 
spiring the death of the unhappy lady, 
had drugged with poison the cup which 
he unwarily administered, — was it so 
extraordinary, that they shoi^d consign 
her remains to some unconsecrated and 
unknown grave ; could he doubt their 
being capable either of forming or exe- 
cutmg such a design ? Was there any 
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comparison, as to the enormity of the 
act of murdering an amiable woman, and 
denying her christian burial, especially 
mnce by appealing to this mock deposit, 
they could at will produce a confirmatioii 
of their bold pretensions ? The hope, or 
shall we say, the fear, that Alicia was alive, 
and had undergone this horrid transform 
mation, was obliterated ; and Lancaster 
only felt that increasing grief, which 
arijses when the voice of nature cries out 
from the ashes of those we love, and in- 
vites us when the toils of life are over, t» 
partake their repose. 

But though lie judged his consort irre- 
vocably lost, this high-minded prince and 
peer disdained to appear in a court of 
justice, to maintain his character, and 
defend his fortunes from the claims of t 
base impostor. The assurance that it r^ 
ally was his child whom this woman pro- 
duced in court, roused the feelings of the 
indignant father to rescue him from a 
i> 4 
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gibg of depredates, ahd to defend his 
ftinfari^* Faithful Mabel, unknown to 
tty oiie, a&d tft the hazard of her o^ 
Ufe, got dght of the hojj and ascertained 
dxat it was die true Sir Edmund. She 
^^sted to KenUworth with this intelli* 
gmce^ wWch restored to her declining 
afe, the elastic vigour and enterpfize 
of fOtith, She had gained access^ dis* 
gutsed as a traVeBing pedlar, an<i offered 
him sofhfe thoice toys, but durst hot 
spes^ to him, lest Beatrice, who never 
Mfi^ed hkn out of hei- sight, should 
know her voice. " The wretch,** i^id 
Mabdl, would 2iot allow him to come 
near mei } and said his noble mother 
Wotiid not permit him to be familiar with 
irampers ; but never shall I forget the 
k>ok he gave her, when she ordered the 
^f^lnan to drive me out of the court, as 
much as to s^y, * Scurvy jade, you are not 
half so good as that old woman and then 
lie Stretched out his ^m to me, as iiP he^ 
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was big and strong to defend tw* 
Bttt I saw enough ^ for I saw the sam 
spdtted mole, which I pointed out to hk 
dear lady mother, when he was but tWQ 
days old, and bid her notice it, for hf 
that she might know her cbfld from, 
among ten thousand. And all the Wh^ 
I was in the court, the noble bad>e 
stood so stem^ and l^ked so Pollen, at 
much as to say, ^ Ton may tear me limb 
from Umb^ erel will da any thing such 
base beings bid me.' 

Lancaster now speeded to London^ 
resolved to confront the enemies whom 
lie had intended to despise ; and if mo 
other way remained, to msk^ a full diS4 
alosure to the world of what he onca 
wished to concea), and recover his cMl^ 
at the price of submitting his conduct to 
the award of the laws and the mercy of 
posterity. Bat ere he had travelled fsuy 
a courier met him on the road, with lA^ 
telligence that the cause had been decided 
i> 5 
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without waiting for his appearance. Influx- 
enced by that hatred which was * con* 
firmed by Gaveston's execution, and 
goaded by the fears of the evil counsellors, 
to whom the name of Lancaster sounded 
like the knell of death, Edward yielded 
to the suggestions of those who patro- 
nized the claims of Agatha, and permitted 
the venal judges to decide, on what they 
called the irrefragable testimony of credi- 
ble witnesses : the Earl's refusal to make 
any replication to the charge, must, they 
said, either proceed from guilt or contu- 
macy, and probably indicated a determi- 
nation to appeal to his favourite weapon, 
the sword ; no time should therefore be 
lost in putting the lady in possession of 
the contested lands, since by that means 
his power of resistance to the laws would 
be diminished, and the hands of govern- 
ment strengthened. The contamination 
of moral character did not invalidate na- 
tural rights. As the paramour of a free- 
booter, she must be judged by another 
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tribijnal ; as the daughter of Henry de 
Lacy, she had a right to his lands and 
titles ; and as a precontract abrogated her 
marriage with Lancaster, the settlement 
then made, was of necessity void; she 
was therefore released from that engage- 
ment, and must be supported in her de- 
mand of full liberty, as to her person 
and fortune. Such were the reasons 
vurged by the judges, and publicly pleaded 
by the king, who delayed not an instant 
to confirm their sentence and to issue his 
commands, that the Earl of Lancaster 
should surrender the livery of his matri- 
monial earldoms } thus gratifying his re- 
venge, in punishing a fault which he had 
ostensibly forgiven, and at the same ' 
time allaying his fears by circumscribing 
the power of his most formidable subject. 

Elated by success,- the vile counterfeit 
of a faithful, wife, hastened from a scene 
where her duplicity ran the greatest ha* 
zard of detection, to establish herself on 
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some portion of the property whidi she 
had surreptitiously obtained, before the 
ixijured Earl had time to prevent her. 
Pontefract Castle seemed the most eligi- 
ble spot for her to digest her plans, and 
concentrate her strength, not only by rea- 
son of its distance from London, but of 
its vicinity .to Surrey, her secret adviser, 
and now the ostensible protector of the 
daughter of his late esteemed hiead. 
Another ch'cumstance too was favourable; 
Its recent pillage by the Scots had dis- 
persed, the old establishment, and wouM 
therefore allow her to be surrounded by 
suitable instruments. The wilds and 
moors of Yorkshire had indeed been 
the scene of her depredations, when in 
the character of a fortune-teller, she 
gained access to the houses^ and preyed 
on the purses of the simple natives by 
day, and in the night conducted th^ 
banditti with whom she was connected, to 
cany on a more extensive and daring 
i6 
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wf^teta of plunder : but bedd^ thaf 
would now mix with a vefy different 
order of society from that among whidb 
she was led by her former habits j who,^ 
in the fiur, painted, essenced lady, richly 
itesti nobly attended, and affecting a 
fastidious delicacy in imitation of the 
character she claimed, could trace the 
form and features bf the lean, ofive-^ 
coloured witch, vigorous from ne- 
ces^ty, and wild from artifice, blasphe* 
imxus, and inveigling, courted by the 
credulous for her supposed necromantic 
sldH, and shunned by the thnid as a walk* 
ing pestilence? Her fantastic mantle, 
patched with more than rainbow tinctured 
shreds, and her steeple crowned hat, 
figured with hieroglyphics, which claimed 
talismanic potency, as much resembled 
the graceful undulations of her velvet 
kirtle, and scented locks . studded with 
gems, as did her voice when it muttered 
kicantations or thimdered curses, coires* 
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pond with the soft tones an4 plaintive 
whispers, with which she now welcomed 
the few strangers whom she admitted to 
her presence : ever affecting to be over- 
whelmed by her misfortmxes, contrite for 
, her offences, or apprehensive of being 
attacked by the Earl of Lancaster. 

Hitherto all seemed to favour Agatha's 
usurpation ; but we shall form an erro- 
neous notion of the Divine government, if 
we suppose, that even the prosperity of 
the wicked is truly enviable. Not to men- 
tion the never-dying worm which preys 
upon their peace, their apprehensions of 
a change of fortune, and their undescrib- 
able horror of that common fate of mor- 
tality, from which neither bribes nor sub- 
terfuges will enable them to escape, in* 
expressible misery arises from their con- 
nection with those who carry on their 
criminal designs. Much of the anguish 
of those dolourous regions, to which im- 
penitent guilt will be finally condemned, 
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will, we may believe, ensue from the un- 
controlled fury of those diabolical passions 
which the miserable inmates never at- 
tempted to subdue on earth; these will 
then act, and re-act on criminals and their , 
fellows, without any allay of good. Of 
this moral hell, those whose misfortunes 
have led them to witness the terrors of 
tyrants, or the malevolence of associated 
villains, may form some faint conception. 
Envy, hatred, distrust, perfidy, ingrati- 
tude, contumely, — every base propensity 
which can torture the human heart, or 
afflict pur fellow creatures, there reign 
and riot with unchastised violence. The 
lot of atrocious offenders is pitiable, were 
it but for the sofeiety to which they have 
ccmdemned themselves. 

Surrey, even while yielding to his 
deeply cherished hatred of Lancaster, 
while stooping the pride of his feudal 
dignity to form a league with the mis- 
creant who plundered his castle, felt his 
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soul recoil from ^he contagious slIHanee; 
tnd though he styled himself the disin*- 
terested supported of the v^oman whonri 
he had ceased to love, he viewed the im- 
postor be countenanced ^kh undisguised 
aversion. It was expedient that he should 
entertain her in Sandal Castle, till Ponte- 
fract could be refurnished ; but silent and 
sullen he sat at his own banquet, his eyes 
fixed on the decorated banner of his ait« 
cestors which waved over his head, or 
on Lancaster's lovely child, without 
deigning to glance at her, who glittered 
by his side. At these moments, what 
were his reflections ? Did, not his early 
crimes recur to his recollection, and the 
image of the distracted EmmaAudley's 
drowned sons rise In judgment ? But fof 
that damned deed, might he not have 
been father of a son, as engaging as thii 
young Plantagenet, whose birth would 
have secured the possession of all De 
Lacy's lands ; while the companion of his 
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feasts would have been, not an iniamoul 
jpeprobate, but the lovely and sLdmired 
woman, of whose death he believed him* 
self to have been the cause? for, convinced 
Ifhat she had perished in the Calder while 
attempting her escape, he added that to 
tbe number of the crimes ifbr which he 
fek remorse, but not contrition. But 
tibiough he had only himself to blame for 
the abrogation of that contract, which 
would have made him an enviable hus^ 
Uiand, and though his very soul was har^ 
rowed by the retrospect of his sinful 
life, he still went on adding to his enor* 
aihies with the continued determination^ 
th^t the offence he was then committing 
should be his last. That one passion 
gratified, be it ambition, avarice, lu^, or 
revenge — this foe subdued by his power, 
or that possession secured by his craft, 
dl the rest of his days should be devoted 
to making his peace with heaven. 
Agatha had too much penetration not 
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to perceive that, though Surrey had con* 
seated to use her Jikeaess to Alicia as a 
means of wreaking his revenge on Lan« 
caster, nothing but self-preservation would 
prevent him from ultimately c^tiqg her 
off to the punishment she deserved. Her 
dear and honoured protector therefore, 
(as she ostentatiously styled him,) was 
in reality what a jailor is to a condemned 
criminaL wh^ furnished with a discre- 
tion^ Warrant for execution, whiclh he 
suspends to reap, the benefit of . his h« 
hours. For Martin, her generous and 
most faithful love and contracted spouse, 
her first wish was, that he might bring 
himself to the gallows; for though she 
had sent him away with the largest sum 
she could possibly raise, his rapacity and 
prodigality were insatiable, and her 
finances were unequal to further dem.i^d8. 
Surrey had been as liberal as an embar- 
rassed man could be, who knew that the 
success of his project depended upon not 
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Starving the means; but there were. many 
witnesses to fee, much pomp to be sup- 
ported, and the kingdom being in a state 
of the deepest poverty and distress, rents 
in kind could not be regularly collected, 
and benevolences were impossible. Never 
vids Agatha more wretched than at the 
time when those querulous impugners of 
Providence, who look only, at the sur- 
face, would have supposed her an instance 
of that ill-bestowed prosperity which, in 
their opinion, exposes the wisdom and 
goodness of the Deity to a suspicion that 
chance directs the tide of human affairs. 
Formerly, while immured in the mauso« 
leum, this woman was sure her lot could 
not be worse ; next, while as a sorceress 
and plunderer, she wandered from place 
to place, she knew that her depredatbns. 
would supply her wants, and, though the 
day passed in apparent wretchedness, 
lught brought sensual revels and indul- 
gence; but now, without enjoying the 
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present, she dreaded a change. The 
grandeur and luxury for which she had 
long panted were unpalatable, because 
msecure: her revenge on Lady Marga- 
ret's family wais incomplete, becau3e, as 
a hostage for her own life, she was com- 
pelled to cherish the Countess's grand- 
son. The arrival of every stranger Re- 
minded her of a spy ; every sudden sound 
she supposed announced the officers of 
justice, or the troopers of Lancaster; and 
even the delay of Beatrice's return, whom 
siie had sent with a part of Martin's gang 
to secure the deeds and valuables which 
had been left at Canford-castle^ filled 
her with horrible suspicions ; though this 
woman was the chief instrument in the 
imposture, and indeed the original sug- 
gester of Agatha's metamorphoses, when 
she supposed that Alicia was removed by 
death from Surrey's power. 

But the bringers of ill tidings, when- 
ever they arrive, are unwelcome guests j 
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and Beatrice returned too soon^ when 
flying rapidly from Kirklee^ she filled the 
confederates with consternation by assur- 
ing them, that she had seen the Countess^ 
of Lancaster aliye^ wearing the habit of 
a novice, under the protection of a royal 
abbess, and apprized of their proceedings^ 
Detection was now unavoidable. 3ut 
one course of conduct remained to those 
* whom guilt had rendered desperate ; it 
led indeed to another crime ; but Agatha 
had forgot the meaning of that word, and 
Surrey again resolved that this should 
be his last. This was to pursue the plan 
which the qui^k invention of Beatrice 
bad adopted on the spur of the moment ; 
to seize Alici^ as the real Agatha, and 
to procure a woman who should claim 
her as a daughter, and confess herself to 
be the author of the imposition that had 
been practised upon Lady Margaret, when 
thk mischief-working child was first in^^ 
troduced into De Lacy's family. 



( 7° ) 

If, in these >}ireIMnformed and regular 
times, the great and powerful seldom 
want agents to execute their foul designs, 
in those days, a mighty baron, who could 
raise a county at his summons, never 
lingered on the threshold of iniquity 
waiting for a pioneer to force open the 
portal. A woman was soon found pre- 
pared to recognize Alicia for her daugh- 
ter, and perfectly able to repeat, after 
Beatrice had told her, the legend of Wil- 
liam Longspee and the fair saracen, by 
which she was to acknowledge she had 
imposed on Lady Margaret's credulity. 
A troop of horse were selected and armed 
to serve as an escort to the subaltern im- 
postor, who, under her own name of 
Dame Mowbray, set oflF to violate the 
sanctuary which shidlded Alicia's sor- 
rows, and to drag her from its shelter^ 
under the pretence that she was her 
daughter, and the liege*bom vassal of 
the Earl of Surrey. 
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All was dispatched with the utmost 
promptitude ; but the contrivance of the 
plan and its e:icecution necessarily in- 
volved such a portion of time as removed 
the intended victim to a great distance 
from her pursuers. Profiting by the 
premonitory cautions of the abbess, 
sAlicta had entered the confines of Not- 
tinghan^hire before a thundering peal at 
the gate of the monastery^ convinced 
Lady Emmeline that the evil she had an- 
ticipated was at hand. Age had ren- 
dered her prudent, but not timid; and 
she was prepared to submit to the rude 
intrusbn of violence, rather than risk the 
safety of the fugitive, by discovering her 
flight before the last moment of possible 
concealment had expired. She at first 
protested, that no person answering the 
description of Agatha Mowbray's person 
was within the walls ; and, in reply to a 
required permission to search, she c6m- 
manded that the gates should be barn- 
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eSfdoed. Thd^e feeble outworks^, i;^hich 
served lees to defend tht? sanctity which, 
all respected, thm to mark the boundary 
beyond which strangers and laymen • 
.must not intrude, were quickly forced^ 
the grate demolished, and the armed 
cuirassiers of Surrey, rushing through 
the chapel, pursued the shrieking nuns 
along the cloisters, and, with a brutality 
which spoke them worthy servants of 
their employer, tore oflf their veils to dis- 
cover the features they were sent to re- ' 
cogaize. The gardens, the refectory^ 
every separate cell underwent a search; 
but all in vain. At h^t the boldest burst 
intp the abbess's oratoiy, where Lady 
Emmeline, prostrate before the holy rood, 
held up her hapds in deprecatory and isi<- 
tercessive prayer. 

She is here/' said the man who acted 
as captain. Advance, Dame Mowbray, 
and claim your ruu-away/' The abbess 
turned her venerable £ac€> and rising vith 
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toEdcted nu^etty^ awed bf her dl^tf 
the ruffian who attempted to seiie faer.^ 
^ The prey you seek^f' ssid ^e, calmly,- 
• ^ ha$ escaped, and you have only bmN 
dsned your consciences with the we^ht 
of an unptofitable sacrilege* Go back 
to yoiu: employer, and say, I know tibe 
flte mbtires which have stimulated him 
todwdeed/V 

The lying iaitrament of Smnrey's ma^ 
chioationil now b^an a tale respectmg 
her daughter's depravity suid loss; biit> 
it was with that fe^deness of dicticm and 
faesitadiMi of speech which attends false* 
hood when aware that it gains no aredk* 
Spare the narraihre," add the abbess } 
it is not designed to impose on your 
companions, and it cannot upon me. 
Tour assodates will bear you witness, duit 
youihave endeayoitred to be punctual in 
your falsehood, and you may tesdfy foir 
tkmif that no compunctious fear of diii^ 
vine vengeance, has checked thdr bru* 

VOI4. IV. s 
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ot hrnQmer will soqu 9pp«r at the;ski(^ 
qf her Ljarf, aa iiresfragable e^^Meoceto 
do jttstke tQ his cbaract^, mi ^mrt her • 
owA ]%hK9. Ax^ if the xiarattve yoa 
begati to tell me is not one inwovea 
tissue of barest iabrtcatioos, you wSl alsa 
rec(^msse your lost, daughter* and LaA 
Surrey his vassal^ in the sttuaticm which a. 
be^ suked to her. character/' 

< The asidadotts iatcuders. ratceated^ 
OTi^apedy and coosulted what coarse the^. 
should pursue* Every recess in the con^ 
vent had been esplored, and even by. 
"sms^ag the parson of the abbess tha?e 
ifaa no hope o£ indiidng her by m- 
timi(|Eit!on to point out where the fugi- 
tive might be found or overtaken* They 
rfitur^ed therefore to their crest-^fallen 
niaster;, and while Sandal Castle was a 
scene of discord and dismay, tecbung 
with dangerois expedients and conten* 
tious reproaches, the Lady Enuneline as* 
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sembled her dispersed sisterhood, and bj 
exhortation and prayer recomposed their 
perturbed sphits. A solemn mass was 
performed for the safety of the pil« 
grim novice, of whose absence they had 
not been informed, lest, in the hurry of 
alarm, they should endanger her safety ^ 
th« vesper hymn was warbled with a de-» 
votion more intense from a grateful sense 
of having escaped from their recmt dan^ 
gm, and ere night had told her second 
watch, att at Eirklee was pious thank- 
fiitoess, or tranquil repose; 
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CHAP, xxxin. 

, Tis greatly wise to talk with our past hours» 
And Mik thettt what vepm they bore to heaveiit ' 
And how they might have borne mere welcome news. 

' Young. 

i' ..{».. 

'y^E left the Countess of Lancaster, 
« with her aged: esc(n*t, flying froffl 
her enenues, apd seeking the protection 
of her husl»n(L Her mode of convey- 
ance was inconvenient, the way long and 
; solitai^, and the accommodations it pre- • 
^ .sented coarse and scanty; yet she was pa- 
^ t^nt ^d^ persevering. In the hours of 
incqnsiderate affluence, Alicia had often, 
<^ while restless \)i(ithout cause, and pee^h 
^ jattriyial inconveniences, drawn back the 
silken curtains of the litter, where she 
^ languidly reclined, and looking at the 
jrustic market girl, who cheerfully trotted 
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after her on her sorry jade in ram or 
col<^ perversely enTfed her independent 
method of travelling* Her mind was now 
not sufficiently free to permit her body to* 
be deUcate, and she recollected pastsuper-^. 
fliious indulgences^ rather as a caiiie of 
Jiiuiniliation, than as a source of regret^ 
leading to the imdervaluation present 
mercies* 

After a safe^. though fiitiguing joumey> 
she presented herself as a travelling piU 
grim before the gates of Kenilworth. 
The different circumstances in whfch she 
used to arrive at that stately pile, were 
lost in the all-absorbing apprehension oT 
what reception she should meet from it^ 
jnaster : now anticipating the rapture^ 
with which she and her Lancaster should 
exchange forgiveness now shrinking with 
terror^ lest the sufferings and disgrace he 
had endured should have alienated his 
heart from the undesigning cause of hi& 
mortifications, qx involved his mind, io. 

^3^ 
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ttbe glponi of misanthropic melatidbot]^ 
Witti a delf-aba$tAg cotiscKmmess, in 
which .the ^;s;t«n(iation& of &i&hH&m 
liad as much ^re as the hvaaaSky a£ 
true i^Iigion, she cast her eyes.om im 
stztdy lowers^ and ccmskkred Aat die 
had made its lord acquainited with diamie ^ 
and sorrow. Often did: she hesitate be* 
fore she permitted Father Nicholas to 
strike upon the bdDi which an&omiced the 
iipproach of an humble suitor. Lad^ 
M^iida's almoner instantly appeared s 
tie vi^as a stranger to her person, but his 
wprdQ and aspect were courteous. Ai&ck^ 
bad enjomed her coapaBion to gait) ii^ 
Cell^gence b^re he solicited admisaon, 
gnd ths tidings were of a di^^rittng cast* 
ILancaster was iiot at Kenilworth, he 
had departed for Londim a few days be* 
lore^ in great distress, accompanied by 
Jbis brother Leicester^ 

AHda was unprepared for this ^ie- 
appcantment; and as siie yielded to the 
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sudden emotions of angmsh, shagged 
the attention and the pity of the alnltaen 
Whatever sorrow, fair pilgrim/* staid 
he, has drawn you from the convent 
in which your habit tells me you are now 
a candidate for heavenly espousal?^ to 
seA the protectkm of the most noble add 
fhsus Lancaster, tearn resigfaatiotf and 
fortitude from his examfde, who, whili hi 
stretches out his hand to Hd others, is 
himself the victim of the most uhdeserved^ 
^persecution and extraordinary calamities ; 
and is now compelled to appeiir before i 
pubHc tribunal, as the defender of a char 
^ racter, which all who knew him b^fieve 
should have passed unquestioned in the 
most corrupt age* Yet, -though he is 
absent, the Lady Matikta, that dear chfld 
and pupil of our late venerbble fnl^ress} 
now our guardian angel, the Queen of 
Navarre, preserves the hospitality of this 
residence; and. if your wdes admit of C6a^ 
E 4 
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solatloi^ inform me which way they can 
be allayed/' . 

Prompted by one of those sttdden im- 
ptdses, imd^r which people of keen feeling 
often act, and afterwards regret^ Alicia 
suddenly tnmed from the gate» and ex- 
claiming, ^ I cannot be a suitor to Ma*f 
tiWa/' rode from the towers which she 
had sought as her imagined haven of rest, 
as swiftly as her wasted strength and the 
cpeed of her aged companion would allow^ 
l^herNicholas blamed this waywardness^ 
ibttt Alicia's distress made him lenient in 
lib censures. Her thoughts were occu- 
pied hi repeating the definiuon of humility 
1*hich she had learned of the abbess ; but 
among all the trials to which it supposed 
lowliness might be exposed, ihe painful 
tieces^ty of intreating succour from one 
to whom she was conscious of having been 
unjust, was not enumerated. The praises 
which Leicester's amiable bride had de* 
servedly obtained, not only from the 
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world, hntf. what to her £ir flxore 
valuable, from the Earl of Lancastei^ had; 
^stead of .stimulating, (as he lipped)^ ge>* 
nerous emulation and friendly compe*- 
titipji, excited jealousy and. dislikes 
Poubtless the . mild, unassuming, i^t of 
Maulda's virtues would have i^wged 
irritability i^to^affecdon,. if Al)ciat would 
iiave. allowed ~ Iier$e^ ta v&ave . becpmi^ 
thpwugbly acquainted with .her charao^ 
{er} but the fuller indiilgeoce afforded 
by.that^ society in which bef y^thf ba4 
l)^f unpermitted to wasta thye ys^abte 
riod of improvement, m*(ie her indqlegjOf^ 
recoil from a con^panion wl^oseoneri^ 
Y^quiced exertion^ and whose discernment 
^posed self-control. It was easier to 
be inaugurated into the throneiof p^fec** 
taon by Beatrice and Dorcas, than to co&i* 
tend with Matilda for that superiorit)r 
which discipline often acquires foif .those 
tQ ^whom .nature has been lelss bountifuL 
These lime^.were past, — AUda had since 
E .5 
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jthaf of affiibtion : but tbe knowied^ 
vhich it gave-her of harself was so d» 
couraging, that she did not dare to soUdt 
a friendship for which she could produce 
no credentials* " t must/' thus she 
reasoned within herself, " perform so^ 
thing to convince Matilda that t am no 
longer the vain, helpless, sd^sh being 
who at once envied and demised her ; I 
hitisc do this, before t can adc heir to give 
ine a place m her heart ; and the gales of 
Kirklee ihust be closed against me, and I 
must forfeit the cordial, the ennobfing af« 
fection of Lady Emmeline and her gentle 
sisters, before I can prostrate myself even 
to the child and pup41 of Qxieea Blancbey 
and avow myself a being alike desdtuie 
iof resources, and forgecfi]d oi my own 
unworthiness/' 

" Where now," said Father Nicholas^ 
approaching her mole, while, wrapped in 
"this psunful reverie, Alicia tmv^^ on 
i 
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§he knew not whither, where now: 
fihali I attend the Countess of Lancaster, 
seeing she resolves to fly from the castle 
of her husband ?'* 
" Bear with me," returned Alicia, " a lit- 
tle longer. This journey is not undertaken 
to reinstate me in my former affluence,, 
nor yet to give rest to n^y worn frame- 
It is the birthright of my child which I 
mean to defend ; my aim is to restore the 
honour and the peace of my husband, and 
the consummation of these wishes is the 
reward I seek. . He is gone to London to 
^tify himself in a cause^ which my evi- 
jclenpe must decide in his favour. It mas- 
ters not whether I travel after him as a 
wayfaring pilgrim, or as t|ie wife of a po- 
tent baron. The moment I appear the 
conspiracy is dissolved, and every delay 
isin mea crune." 

" Lady,*' returned the monk, " he 
im left Kenilworth some days ; and 
^ttbtless Jiis adversaries have not allowed 
. M 6 



( 84 ) 



6f any delay in a case whar^ pxtunptitiule 
was indispensable. The cause must have 
beerij ere now, decided; it may be ia 
the Earl's favour ; and surely then you 
dhad better have remained here, ready to 
welcome his return/* 
, And how could I have done so/* 
replied Alicia, " without having been 
instrumental to his deliverance from his 
enemies? Can I relinquish the sustaixw 
mg hope which now assus^es my 
•griefs, and arms me. for my perils, of 
pleading to my Lancaster some little coun^ 
terpoise of assistance to balance the load 
of trouble I have laid upon him of 
,saying to him,, when grown grey in mu« 
4ual affection, we look back on our early 
sorrows, * In that particular . I acted aa 
your wife. Here I was not a. bari,^ and 
an impediment, but a helpo^e and . a 
friend. My aid was little, but it proved 
my sincerity/ O Lancaster! L nzu^ 
aneet you. with some protection from my 
self-reproaching thoughts, or I never can. 
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as you predicted, meet you in happiness. 
The kiss of reconciliation \irith which you 
will condescendingly print my cheeky 
will raise the blush of shame, instead of 
the glow of love/* 

" But,*' said the father, " though in 
V your escape from Kirklee, you have owed 
your safety to outstripping your enemies, 
the speed you can continue to use will no 
longer preserve you. They will leave 
no means untried to compass the de* 
struction of one, whose life is the death 
of their hopes. It will be suspected that 
your aihi must be to reach London : our 
habit will poiht us out. I am ready to 
die with you, Lady j but I cannot defend 
ydu either frotn those who would wil-* 
tingly turn assassins for your destruction, 
or against the freebooters who infest the 
forests through which we must pass*'* 

This too certain suggestion respecting 
the deadly hate and keen pursuit of 
Surrey and Agatha, added to the im* ' 
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probability of her arriving ki London 
time enough to anticipate the decision of 
the judges, induced Alicia to return to 
her original plan of applying to her mo* 
ther to certify her identity iand maintain 
her right. Here again she was haunted 
by the bitter recollections of unperformed 
duties. Often in her joumies from KeiiiU 
worth to Ganford, she bad passed at a 
small distance from Amesbury, without 
bending the knee of filial duty to the aged 
votaress* She who had hem thus neg«> 
lected by one who, in regal pomp, tra- 
velled from one scene of luxurious in^ 
dulgence to another, with a numevout 
suite and every appendage of graO" 
deur, was now sought by the same but 
now humbled child, in the garb of a 
novice, with no attoulant but an aged 
monk, and no guide but necessity, whkh 
pointed out, as a place of reft^e, those 
walls she had rimnned and loathed as tbd 
dwdlii^ 0f mehnchdly* 
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Affer. three more days of pamful 
travel, Alicia appeared before Queen £U 
fridafs monastic lowers, in her cuslomary 
cbiiracter of a suppliant. On requesting 
permission to address the al;>bes^, she wa$ 
t<dd that for a few hours the holy, mother 
would be occupied ; but as it was nom 
Q%ht-£dl, she and her guide were offered 
tbe rites of hospitality. Ail was hurried 
^ prepitraiioa in the convent, and the 
stnngers were asked if they woujd assist ^ 
in the chapel serrice^ and ia pi^se 
that the soul of a pioua sister had been 
reoaoyed to a better world* The pomp 
of the funexal aonounced that the de- 
ceased was distinguished by worldly grea^^ ^ 
BfiBs; but the nuos with whom AUcia 
conversed, oniy apdke of her piety^ 
cessaat in prayer, usriimUed in mortifioa^ 
tioD, entire and perfect in her renuocia^ 
tioQ of thtt life, she had obtamed man 
gttkr prrrifasges firom hearen, not oolyi 
in the grant of conadatCH7 visbaa and 
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spiritiml illuminations, but m the visible 
prognostic qf . a .<:rown of white<.tfaorn 
miraculausly^ left on her pillow on the 
eve of Saint Agnes; at once significant 
of her speedy death and immediate beati- 
fication. The nuns were all elated ^irith 
the hope, ihat from, the canonization; of 
so Jioly a creatuire, their house should 
boast of a saint as well as its sister con*- 
treats. Alicia's long residence in Ki^k- 
lee had shaken her faith in miracles^, ^nd- 
occupied by her anxiety, to be introduced 
to the abbess, and obtain an interview- 
\irith her mother, she grew impatient that 
the celebration of these pompous obse-i^ 
quies should be over. 
. Unlike that of the community at Kirk- 
lee, which boasted no inticements to de- 
votion but simplicity and solemnity, the 
ehapel at Amesbury blazed with all tiie 
accumulayon o£ pomp which the Romish^ 
church permits, and the libarality of her' 
wealthy luembets bestows, either as panal 
6 
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expktioDS of guilt, voluntary offerings of 
gratitude, or the stipendiary price of stipor 
lated benefits. Contrasted with the gaddy 
display of pictures, and images m the 
aisles, was the solemn grandeur of the 
choir, which, with the pulpit and high 
laltar^ was hung with black, and only 
rendered visible by seven lamps, while 
the shrines in the nave and wings blazed 
«13ce with light and splendour. As Alight 
gazed, more moved to wortdei* i!han de- 
votion or sorrow by this m^gmBt^te^ 
the organ commenced its solemn sympho- 
nies, and was soon acconfipanieff by the 
distant voices of the choral nuns, slowly 
advancing before th^ corpse ' that now 
claimcid the last rites of mortality ; and 
chaunting the following dirge i 

Soul of a skter-saintt who, tizaie.ly vfiae^ 
Through Canaan trav'ling sky-w^d .t;urn'd thii;ie 
eyes; 

If while on earth thou didst delight to dwells 
Greeted by unseeri harps in thy lone ceft j '* 
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Would not oUr dirges seem but bhsphemies^ 
Did Aef £#turb tht fi^-toiied melbdiet 
WUch Ul tkj. entrance to the heavenly choirs* 
jSav'd from the searchings of the penal $ies ? 

* 

A friar asqende^ the pulpit, and poiiilii^ 
to the bwoer and coronet borne before 
the body> called im bis au(£toi^ tso reflect 
oa the evioiescettt nature of human greats 
ness, a^id . the unperishing and ever^ 
increasing 3i^riority of that lybich 19 
divine. <^ He who formed us from 
nothing/' saad he; be who collect 
the atoms of our frame after they havi» 
been scattered by every wind of heaven^ 
and will re^ify the human form im a 
state of glory, beauty, and duralulity 
which is |iow unknown, is alone greats 
The pious sfster, to whose faded form we 
are about to give the charity of conceal- 
ihent, once stood on the proud eminence 
of human greatness ; her voice was fa^ 
to thou^ds i she wasi^he mark of envj^ 
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the prize for vihich adulation contended. 
But with a jnercifol sererity. Providence 
ahawed her the canker which ODBSumee 
the germ of sublunary good* That 
canker, my daughters, is death, whose 
ntiages we are permitted to witnefls 
htSme we are seized as its victims* Out* 
dq^arted sister saw by one irremediaUe 
blow, her dearest hop^s levdled with the 
dust; and to that dust, with pious resig- 
nation, her q>irit instantly descended ; 
antidpatmg, with longing hope, the hour 
vhen the mourner , should be laid by him 
she mourned. The symbols of ancient 
nobiMty, and the panoply of earthly 
|x>n^>, we exhibit before her bier, are ^ 
trophies of achristian's triumph over those 
ddusbns by which Satan captivates hh 
vassals: these we shall suspend over 
her tomb,, not to designate the rank of 
har, who, for the pre-*eminent title of 
saint, sacrificed every other distinction, 
but to excite the praiseworthy emulation 
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iof foUDwittg her steps. Ye, whom affec* 
tionj gratitude, admiration, or any other 
less Gommendable motive has led to wit«> 
aess these orgies, henceforth only re- 
member this noble lady as one, who 
40 obtam an heavenly spouse, renounced 
her earthly alliance with a mighty earl> 
and laid her paternal ooronet at ]the 
foot of the cross." . . 

^ The ceremony, of interment was de- 
jayedv while another, orator ascended the 
pulpit, to mix the praises o£ the deceased 
iWith admonitions to the living : his look 
.testified that he had completely subdued 
all the kindly affections of the human 
heart, for it was that iron austerity which 
some mistook for piety, and others rig}itly 
.considered characteristic of the malignity 
of spiritual pride, and the cravings of 
insatiable avarice and ambition, which 
marked the devotees of a peculiar order. 

Our holy sister,'* said he, whose 
obsequies we celebrate, was indeed a true 
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daughter of the cimreh ; ' to its advance- 
ih^t, and to the ftirtherance of piety; she 
devoted a life full bf good works^ atii^ 
affectionate regard for the saints who are 
ttpon the earth.^ Rightly and truly (fid 
she ^pply the unrighteous mammon to 
tite purchase of immortal treasures, by 
consecrating her fortune to the fbunda* 
tion of estiablishments for the purposes 
of religion : yet, even in her soul, grace 
had not wholly triumphed ; some rema« 
nent affections of unsubdued nature car- 
nalized her h^art ; and though to this ^ 
society she appeared £uiltless, I received 
her confession, and gave her absolution 
for a grievous fault, namely, grief and 
a&ction for a reprobate, who, engrossed 
by the vain allurements of sense, re- 
nounced all care of her eternal con- 
<iems, and being gone to perdition, should 
become to the iaithful, as if she had 
n^ver existed/' • • 

During this harangue, many of the 
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sisteilidod' had: thdr attentksi withdhtwa 
frdm tluf firiar 'S rhetoric, by the audihle 
sobs of thepUgrtm; who had just sought 
the shelter of thehr convent. ^ Doubt- 
les$/' whispered one; thi$ is some 
hfSLvy ofiender, .who is startled with an 
apprehension of unpardonable guilty from 
the severity with which Father ^^brose 
speaks of our holy sister Margaret/* 
This idea ckctikted till it reached one^ 
whose gimtle piety ever spoke m the 
tenderest offices of humanity and c<Mn« 
passion* This graceful and amiable vo- 
taress was. oQce known and admhred at the 
ogurt of England, as the dau^ter of thdr 
nughty monarchy though the community 
of Amesbury recognized her by no other 
BMie than that of ^er Maria ; and her 
cell boasted no distinction save an in-, 
wrought monument of her ingenuity and 
huoiility, namely, an heraldic emblazonry 
of the arms of England and Gastile^ im-' 
palfid with ttue endbtems tif teoirta^, and 
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surmounted by the victorious bajtoer of 
the cross. To this cdl, which^ might be 
termed pity's own mansion, the disconso- 
late Alicia was removed, and was joined 
by the royal nun, as soon as the cole} re- 
mains of the Countess of Salisbury ayid/ 
Lincoln were deposited in that h^boyr of 
rest to which she had long looked ; the: 
grave of the drowned boy she so deeplyt 
d^^red. 

Presumix^ that the upbraidjngs of a 
too severely alarmed conscience were the. 
cause of Alicia's anguish, the princess, 
proposed that she should submit the state 
of her soul to a ghostly comforter, mont 
eniight^ed and less inclined to confpiHid. 
irith anat^iematising inxolenmce, human: 
feelii^ and human ^paiJltie^ with bs^. 
bitua} guilt* But the exclamations of 
th^ suflFereifr. soon evinced the relationship, 
in which &he stood to the deceased; 
and won by the sweet accents of com- 
passiop, Alida^ CQ^IA^i <o ^ gcsaoroiDi, 



( ^6 ) 

princess her eventful history and presenr 
distress, Frdm the information of this 
hdy she ascertained the motive which led 
Father Ambrose so freely to pronounce 
her reprobation. On the ground that she 
iKras dead, that her child was lost, and that 
the excommunication of Lancaster had 
IWt been fully rescinded by the legate, he 
Ilad obtained from the Lady Margaret a 
deed of gift, conveymg to him several 
t£ilu^ble estates for the purpose of that 
te%ious foundation he had so long medi- 
ated. It was vain, therefore, for the 
Countess of Lancaster to expect that her 
identity would be acknowIMge^by a man 
who was the devoted ion of an aspirings 
hierarchy, was an adept in the practice^ 
of pibus frauds and evasions, sanctified 
by the object for which they were 
used. The peace and tranquillhy which 
sister Maria experienced in a religious 
life, l^'buid have induced her to tetotn- 
xnend it to the forlorn moumer, but the 
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account ^ich she gave of LaacasterVK 
present situatioiiy steeled Alicia^s soul 
s^nst every invitation of sheltering her 
own person from the storms of life, while 
he was tossing on its troubled ocean. Him 
she must rescue from his enemies^ hw 
tarnished fame she must vindicate ; her 
child's birdi-right must be restored, a fou) 
conspiracy must be detected, its authoi^ 
punished, and the house of Lancast^ 
placed in its pristine state of purity and 
fame ^ when all this was done, she would 
then consider whether she ought to offer 
die remaipder of her days a sacrifice of 
gratitude to heaven. 

The princess Mary, though elevated 
above all selfish regrets and desires, had 
long felt the shames of a sister, and the 
woes of a patriot penetrate the d^p re* 
cesses of her sacred abode. Probably 
the monotonous routine of a monastic 
life, by deqpcniAg ,Jier, /^rly ,recol|e?tign 
of the world which she had renounced, 
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efideared the persons of those from Vfhom 
she was separated by an impassable 
- borrien Often did she muse on her 
great ^ father, on the glory of his 
reign, the majesty of his person, hk 
conjugal and paternal tenderness, (iie 
grandeur of his court, consisting less in 
external pomp and splendour than in the 
embodied prototypes of wisdom, courage, 
and justice. Two of these respl^dent 
jewels of her father's crown had been 
impawned to Scotland, and the other 
tamiished by the treatment which the £ari 
of Lancaster had lately received, and, 
which must now be particukrized. 

Early dislike, first exckad by envy at 
superior qualities, and now inflamed bj 
provocations, and cherished by evil couor 
sellers, had grown into such implacable 
revenge, that the King determined to 
sacrifice his kinsman, eveiv if the act cost 
him his crown. Though unacquainted 
with the plan of imposture^ which had 
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been '^daringly contrived^ he iriifiilly^ 
violated the claims of justice, by decree^ 
ing, that tl^ Earl of Lancaster's marriage 
Aould be dissolved, and his matrimonki: 
estates forfeited* This was decreed vnth 
a quiclmess, which made it easy to dis^ 
cover, that the judges were guided before^ 
hand, and the King himself a promoter 
of the process. Against this sentence^ 
the Earl remonstrated warmly, and 
firmly demanded to be heard before his 
peers, pleading the sacred, unalienable 
r^ht of a father to his child, and repeOmg 
the plea of contumacy, by urging his con^ 
vicdon, that the judges never would have 
piid any attention to the claims of a 
Woman, who must dther be a base im« 
postor, or a shameless hypocrite. With 
such a being, he deemed it a disgrace fo 
be confronted. He declared his disbelief 
of her being his wife, of whose demise 
he had many witnesses, though he ad- 
nutted the hex of her dis^intermoot. 
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which he considered as a connecting part 
ct the £9tae tissue of calumny and fraud, 
binding this protest treated with neglect, 
Lancaster announced his resolution of 
bringing his wrongs before the great 
council of the nation, then on the eve of 
assembling, and the lords of his party 
again assumed those distinguishing insig- 
nia of white scarves, by which they had 
formerly intimidated the King to com'* 
pliance. An injury of this nature, done 
to a prince of the royal blood, exceed* 
mgly beloved by the people, raised an 
extreme indignation, against the King, 
l^othi^g .was every where heard, but 
murmurings against his government, and 
it was publicly said, never was the throne 
of England filled by a prince so unworthy 
to rule a free nation."* 

The King and his advisers, had ad- 
vanced too far to retreat, and the judges 



* The words of Rapin. 
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consented to continue to act the part of 
registers of his arbitrary mandates. Tfate 
demand of Lancaster to sit in parliament, 
as representative of five earldoms, was 
rejected, and to frustrate the designs of 
his friends, the meeting was prorogued 
during the royal pleasure. Officers from 
the civif courts were sent down, to give 
Agatha pc^ession of the lands and casttes$ 
and as these were resisted by the vassaid, 
who remamed faithful to thdr lord, the 
latter was adjudged to be guilty of con- 
tumacy, and sentenced to banishment, 
leaving it to the King's grace, to render 
the period x>f his esdle commensurate to 
that of his stubbornness. A threat of 
severer treatment was held out, to dk* 
couriage further resistance, and this ^ould 
only be* interpreted, to mean a criminal 
process, for endeavouring to compass the 
death of his wife. As this latter allega- 
tion rested on circumstances, of which 
Lancaster supposed there was no living 
'3 
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evidence, he was inclined to brave the 
utmost malice of his enemies, but every 
argument, which he had used to dissuade 
the Earl of Hereford from taking any 
steps tha^ might lead to civil discord, 
applied, still more forcibly in the present 
instance, as he was 'more universally 
beloved, and the injuries which he bad 
sustained, were more dieep and flagrant* 
Placed between the dreadful alternatives 
of passive submission of spoil and dis- 
grace, or of insurrection } he preferred 
enduring the two former evils, to tearing 
open, in his own cause, the still unhealed 
wounds of England; and lie earnestly 
donjured his brother Leicester, and tbe 
lords who regarded him as their political . 
leader, to keep their loyalty untainted, 
^and leave »him to his fate. Leicester,' 
/with ill concealed astonishment, at what 
seemed to him like the imbecility <^ a 
mighty mind broken by affliction and 
8elf*reproacb, asked him, who, in a land 
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of strangers, ivould minister to his sor* 
rows, or redress his wrongs ; and was, 
in return, asked, if this nation needed 
the scourge of civil war, ad(}ed to its 
other intolerable inflictions } or, if he 
should add another stigma to his own 
character, by confirming the charge; 
that he was an abettor of Fendergrass, 
who yielded him a cheap victory to 
strengthen his hands for the worl^ of 
rebellion. Let wretched ^England/' 
said' he, afford sustenance to our 
armies, before we call them into the 
field. A famished wretch, expiring for 
hunger, cares little about his rights as 
a freeman. SomQ breathing time most 
he allowed, during which, the arm of 
the peasant, labouring at the plough, 
will do more to renovate the nation, than 
the sword of the warrior, or the wisdom 
of the statesman. I trace the hand of 
Heaveii in the misfortunes which have 
faU«i upon mep The King is the instrn* 
F 4 
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m^nt of Providence, punishing my of- 
fences against others, instead of reward- 
ing the services done to himself. So 
fkr I will bear j beyond this bound, per^ 
haps, he will not urge my sufferance. I 
infringed the forms of law, while I ful- 
filled Its spirit ; but in my own case, the 
forms have been preserved, and the spirit 
violated. Tet, whatever befals me, do 
^ not, Leicester, even for the sake of that 
fraternal love you bear me, embark the 
rich freight of your hopes in the vessel 
which carries my proscribed fortunes. 
The lofty spirit of our mother ever 
pointed to the sons of her house, as pil- 
lars hewn from the same adamantine 
^uiorry with the monarchy of England, 
of which they would be, for many ages, 
at once the ornament and support. If 
digointed Lancaster has fallen a rum, 
l^e foundations of Leicester should 
remain unshaken ; while built on a firmer 
basis, another Lancaster rises by his side. 



tp preserve the symmetry of the edifice^, 
and confirm ita durability. To Ihee^ 
dearest brother^ tdll I disclose a truth I 
Ipflg since discovered : nature never fitted 
me fox: public life# The advice of one 
1 rpvered^ and a passion 1 was invited ta 
indulgey fixfid me in a scene of action, 
for which I was indisposed by that vivid 
sensibility which enters on the stage a 
hoay actor^ instead of a cautious observer^ 
It is not the acute sensation of n^oral 
evil, the nice discrimination, which, 
z^ous for theoretic good, slights what 
is possible for what is unattaxnsible ; it 
is not the more interesting qualities which 
endear us to our friends, that fit us for 
^tuations of high responsibility, or make 
us happy in them* These require a for^ 
titude often amounting to insensibility, 
and ian activity sometimes resembling 
rashness, mixed with such a portion of self* 
esteem, as, come what will, can retire 
into its bosom fortress, deaf to popular 
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clamour, satisfied with past exeiticMis^ 
and m fhe cloodiest seasons, andcipatmg 
a future sunshine. Far other thoughts^ 
will be the attendant handmaids of my 
banishment ; nor can L answer, that this 
will not lacerate my soul, till goaded 
by the stimulus of that secret fire whidi 
bums most fiercely because it bums 
unseen, my passions may again ibwst 
forth, urging me to some act of despera* 
tion, which will render the powerful 
protection and unblemished loyalty of aa 
uncle, necessary to the orphan whom I 
may commit to his charge/' 

" That precious child," said Leicester, 
is now in the hand of your enemies J' 
Lancaster waved the subject, with a 
remark, that the thought was more than 
he could endure j and Henry now pro- 
ceeded to point out the court of Scotland, 
as a place where he might reside with 
honour, till parliament moved the King 
to his recall, which would unquestionably 
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l>e one of its first measures. If/' oon^ 
tiaued he, a painful oMisciousnieaB of 
infirmity, a depressing burden laid m 
your soul by memory, agaioet whiclt^^it 
is in rain to remonstrate, palsies your 
arm, and enervates your mind ; or if tbe 
^>ecimen which you saw of the d^truc* 
ttve waste and bKnd fury of popular insure 
rection, has determmed you to rabmit 
to see the laws wrested by the Kiagv 
rather than trodden under foc^ by the 
people ; <-^if all, or any of these motives, 
deter you from redressing your wrongs^ 
by an appeal to a nation which reveres 
you as its truest frieiid ^ seek from the 
generous Bruce that protection, which a 
brave enemy is ever ready to afford to 
the valour it reveres. You have not par^* 
taken of the shames of England. In the 
eyes of Bruce, you are still aa uncon* 
quered captain, the nephew of the mighty 
Edward, faithful to every engagement 
you made with him, and the suggester 
F 6 
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of a system of diefence, which checked 
the career of his conqnestsu From ScoC« 
land you may be easily recalje^, aind 
even your exile may be veodered ben^ 
ficiai to England^ by repvessieg that 
spirit of hostility betweea the rival nations^ 
vhich (aow the hope of subjtigati(Mi 13 
ahandoaed,) can only tend to manure 
ifae border . countries with the best and 
bravest blood of both kingdoms. In the 
mean time^ it may be that seme meaner 
hands may rub off the foul canker which 
corrodes our crown^ and then, with one 
voice, shall we. call upon the man, whp 
aacrificed hk own interests to his country's 
peace, to guard and preserve the bur- 
nished diadem, till our young Edward's 
brows are fitted fw its glorious cinc- 
ture**' . 

Lancaster gravely smiled at these 
predictions, revolving in his mind an 
enterprize, in the consequences of 
which he determined his brother should 
16 
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not be involved. Feigning a resignation 
which be did not feel, he dismissed 
Leicester to Kenilworth, and set out on 
his journey, toward the north, with the 
avowed design of seeking the protection 
of the King of Scotland, of whom he had 
no personal knowledge, but confiding in 
an apothegm sacred among the sons of 
chivalry, that a brave enemy will make a 
generous friend* 
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CHAP, xxxiy. 

She hath oifer'd to the do<Mn«, 
'Which unrevers'd stands in effectual force» 
A sea of melting pearl, which aome call teari; 
With them, upon her knees her humble self, 
Wringing her hands, whose whiteness so became them 
As if, but now, they waxed pale with woe. 

Sbakespcarc. 

J^XULTING in the idea of Lancaster's 
removal, the King was persuaded to 
keep his court at Westminster, in a 
style of pomp which ech'psed all his 
former prodigaKfy. Isabella, agreeing 
only in her adherence to the same system 
of idle waste, differed in the mode of 
extravagance } she exhibited in her rival 
court the contrast of elegant profusi(m, 
opposed to thoughtless expence. She 
had obtained popularity among the better 
informed by cherishing those fsunt corus- 
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cations of taste and science which an- 
nounced to our northern region, that 
the sun of literature had risen on Italy* 
The King would not be out-done by his 
consort, and beside his usual retinue of 
jugglers, buffoons, and mummers, he in- 
vited to his court ail the mmstrels and 
troubadours in England, proposing a va« 
luable prize to him ^ong them, who 
should best record the glories of his 
reign, and the majesty of his personal 
character. 

It was the misfortune of this prince to 
sedc reputation and security by petty con- 
trivances and base evasions of duty. 
Always tormented by th^ mean rivalry 
which agitates little minds, ever mistak- 
ing the tinsel garb for the reality of 
majesty, be spent his time in imitating 
unworthy models, and even fancied him- 
self great from adopting the infirmities 
and errors which, in an illustrious cha* 
racter> may be overlooked or pardoned. 
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The actioz&s, by which he fancied he had 
made his reputation equal to a Coeur de 
Lion, a Fitz-Empress, or a Beauclerc, 
have not descended to posterity ; and 
probably were of that jejune description 
to which even the minstrel's skill could 
not give sufficient importance to enable 
an eulogist of celebrity to come forward 
with propriety, and claim reward for 
making that great which was itself ridicu* 
lous. Some strolling musicians indeed 
were found, whose avarice and folly 
prompted them to tune their venal harps ; 
but the flattery was gross, and conveyed 
in language as mean as their theme. 
The Queen and Mortimer exchanged 
significant glances of contempt, while 
the King's true friends, alike lopl and 
discriminating, turned their abashed eyes 
from a sovereign who was weak enough 
to engage in ^ competition of adulation, 
and to be mortified at his ownfiiilure. 
The roiigh, brave barons who sat at the 
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royal banquet, weary of feigning atten- 
tion, yawning from fatigue, or frowning 
with disgust, began clamorously to call 
for those old promoters of festival hilarity. 
Maid Marian, Termagaunt and BeeU 
zebub to drive away these tiresome pa- 
rasites. 

At this instant, a glee maiden rode 
mto the hall, and craved permission to 
exhibit her skill to entertain the august 
assembly. Neither her atdre nor her 
equipage announced the meretricious 
character of her profession, for the 
former was deep mourning, and the 
latter an aged monk who bore her lute. 
Her face was covered with a thick veil, 
and a rosary hung at her girdle. Some 
of the nobles, suspecting that these para-* 
phemafia were a prelude to a solemn 
ditty, objected to the feast being entirely 
spoiled, first by dulness, and then by 
melancholy: others hoped the masque* 
rade would be thrown a^de, and some- 
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thing eminently ludicrous, perhaps a 
satire on the clergy, would be enacted by 
these strangely combined characters. 
Surrey, who after his late attempt to get 
Alicia uito his power, had posted to 
London to prejudice the King against her 
applications, indulged this hope, com- 
bined with an apprehension which ri- 
vetted his attention on the performers. 

The voices in favour of the proposed 
exhibition of the glee maiden^s talents 
preponderated, and a space was cleared 
to allow her to approach the throne. 
The monk acted as prologue, and stated 
that the legend she was going to recite re- 
corded a singular instance of divine ven- 
geance on the pride and inhumanity of 
the Empress Matilda to her kinsman 
King Stephen, instructive to all who, 
standing high in rank and power, did 
not remember that they were merely in- 
struments in thQ hand of Heaven. 

The £ur minstrel stretched out her arm 
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7^ i1>i>^iigx'lute>and its whiteness and symmetty 
^ beholders, as much as did the 

m^^^^ of her position, and the transcen- 
"TWri^{ ^^^'^ ^'^^ which her fingers swept 
k ift^j^hords, and drew out tones yet un- 
^viS^^^ witl\ touch divine." This they 
^ saiiTcould be no itinerant hireling. The 
i j^gnk's proem and the lady^s figure fixed 
-.^l^ery eye in anxioua expectation} the 
,aL-jg d5 lets were stationary on the board, 
...^Sfi jest was suspended, and the barons 
*-jrested on their listless arms, while a 
....j§ice, sweet as the imagined harmony of 
fpgel choirs, chaunted the following 



rh beneath a purple p^I^ 
/ith ambition's full desires^c 
revell'd in this hall 
.th the banners of her sires* 

ice, merry minstrels, wake the strings 
d bid the shout of triumph rise i 
lortal foe, th' usurping Ring, 
chaiAs a ho^peless pris^er lies*. 
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Ye pMTS of England speed my cause^ 
And crown the daughter of BeaucUrc $ 
Nor speak to her of Alfred's laws> 
Who rules by right as Alfred^s heir." 

Proudly she spoke and laughed aloud» 
And pushed the golden chaliae round ^ 

When lo ! a suitor from the crowd 
AdVanc'dy with sad and wailing sound. 

Before th' Impeiial Qileen she fell, 

And drew aside her sable veil. 
And shew'd a face which told too well 

Its anguish in its features pale. 

And wheQ those features pale were showh^ 
Ne'er was a sight more piteous sees; 

For, kneeling at a rival's tlirone, 
Appeared a sister and a Queen. 

Hear me/' she said, and caught her vest 
As the proudJEmpress tum'd aside, 
** Where now thou sitt'st in glory drest, 
Oft have I sat by Stephen's side. 

^< Nor mused' I at that golden time 
Of changing friends, or trust betray'd ; 

Nor how the prospects of my prime 
Wc ^ild darken in the ev'nin^ shade. 
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Thott ataad'at aloft oa {brtane'a wlied»; > 
I know the giddy height too well f 
I felt the false foundation reel» 
And prostrate in the dust I ielL 

Hopeless I fell» for Stephen's dooov 
Whatever that doom, I wiU abide^ 
Partake with him the dungeonVs gloom^ 
Or climb the scaffold at his side. 

^ O Queen, O Empress, see me bend i 
From death, from chams thy kinsman savet 

Sickness and grief thy fears will end, 
And send him to a peaceful grave* 

** O think when Adela's brave son, 

Of thy young charms a champion meet. 
The guerdon in the tournay won, 
- And laid the trophy at thy feet : 

«« f mpa-ial Henry at thy side 

Sat frowning, while thy throbbing breast 
Whefk round thy knight the scarf was tied, ' 

The anguish of thy lot confest. 

** Past are those days, he asks to live 

In holy cell or hermit cave. 
His faded forto to Heav'n he'U give. 

And be thy beadsman t6 his grave* 
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f< By England's crown, which bound his brow. 
Now on thy happier hpad dfevolvM ; 

By every fond or legal vow. 
Ambition's magic spell dissolved ; 

«« Regard my state with pitying eye. 
Vain fortune's change thou too mayst prove ^ 

Then lay the sword of vengeance by, 
And stretch thy iv'ry wand and dove/* 

She oeas'd, and ancient legends read. 

That every baron turned aside, 
To bid the suppliant Queen God-speed 

And dry the tear he could not hide. 

Not so the Empress, cold, austere. 

Can woman' act so harsh a' part ? 
She only seemM the tale to hear. 

Because it rivM the teller's heart. 

Nor bow'd she once with aspect meek, 

As on the earth her rival lay. 
To print with courteous kiss her cheek. 

Or wipe the anguish'd dews away. 

** With holy men, on holy ground 
A perjur'd wretch must not remain ; 

A traitor with a heart unsound, . 
Would but the hermit's cell profene. 

7 
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No, ke inu3t die^ pr aay we spare^ 
His doom must be the donjon cage^ 
With no associate but despair 

To imp the shafts of lingering age." 

No more within this royal hall 
Did proud Matilda revel high ; 

Nor e'er did England's crown anS pall 
Invest her with their majesty. 

Ere, with brief course, th* eventful year 
Had clos'd upon her rival'j woes, 

Matilda Bed with shame and fear ; 
To power an4 freedom Stephen rose. 

Seest thou a bier and waving plumes f 
Some war-worn chieftain resta, beneath 

Soft i 'tis the Empress, she assumes 
Thegarb4to shun the grasp of death. 

How wiy the wintry tempests beat, 
Keen is the night, and dark the sky j 
' jBehold,.amid the arrowy sleet. 
Again for life, the Empress fly. 

Flies she alone > Will none attend 
The wanderer in her hour of need ? 

Will no kind knight, no faithful friend, 
The opjtcast to his castle lead i 
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She has no fHend ! Insulting, here " 
The suit of sorrow she disdain'd : 

Drank with deHght a rival's tear, ^ 
And justice by revenge prophan'd. 

Here, in an injur'd husband's cause, 
Like Stephen's &ithful Queen I kneel ; 

Mercy she askM, but to the laws 
And thee, their guardian, I apped. 

Regard my suit, for o'er thy brow 

Matilda's ruin may impend ; 
And hurl'd like her from empire, thou 

Mayst find thy day in darkness end. 

When summer friends, a feeble race, 
TVom thy lone fortunes basely start ; 

This righteous deed, this act of grace, ' 
How win it bahi thy aching heart. 

The strains died away as the voice that 
uttered them, faultering. from sensibility, 
gradually weakened, till in the last 
stanza it ceased in convulsive sobs ; while 
dropping her veil and her lute, the 
minstrel sunk upon her kness before the 
throne, and graspinjg the royal mantle 



exdatmed, Justice ! my Lord the Kingi 
justice! justice! justice!'* 

Who calls for justice exclaimed 
the monarch, alarmed and affected by. this 
appeal. 

« The true, faithfiil vnk of • the 
Earl of Lancaster," answered she, in ai 
voice that pierced every ear. Justice! 
justice I'' she continued, " ere my injuries 
call down vengeance from heaven to cmsh 
you and your race.** 

" Have not I done you ample justice?** 
ssud the King, disannulled your niar« 
riage, and reinstated you. in the possession 
of your hnds. 

' *• My husband and I are one,** returned 
she; ^< our interests, persons, hearts are 
united ; our reputation is the same, 
^d the same shaU be our fortunes* 
Know me. King Edward, from a 
base impostor, from a venal wanton, 
suborned to traduce my character 
and disinherit my child. Confront 

VOL. Q 
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ne with this phamom resemblance, and 
the delusion will vani^. The £ilse 
Pendergrsiss could as well §tand by your 
fide, and be hailed as the son of Edward 
the great, as this woman to whom you 
have awarded my earldon^ could appear 
in ihy presence, and defend the cheat of 
her being De Lacy*s daughten I call 
upon you^ King* and Barons of Englandi 
to recognize the voice^ the person, and 
the features of her whom you hav^ 
often seen, as the acknowledged wife of 
the Earl of Lanca^er, that honourable, 
brave, and pious man ; him whose name 
will be honoured by posterity, when those 
of his traducers have utterly perished. 
Join with me, noble rq>resentatives of 
those* antkm worthies whose energies 
procured and confirmed the chaiter of 
your freedom. Defend your own rightt 
in demiandiQg a repeal of every unjust 
sentence' which has been passed against 
the Earl of Laocaster/* 
The barons crowded round the vehe- 
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m^nt speaker* In any other circumr 
stances alarmed modesty would have 
shrunk from their scrutinizing glances { 
but Alicia invited the closest observation, 
threw back her sunny hair, submitted 
every feature to remark, addressed 
each bold gazer by name, and re« 
peated anecdotes which marked identity, 
till her eyes met those of Surrey, who 
with the self-command of recollected 
effrontery and practised ^uilt, advanced 
frith the rest, seeming to seek information 
and suspend conviction. The keen sensi- 
bility of Alicia was not proof to this 
insult: an involuntary shudder thrilled 
her frame ; and wrapping her mantle ovar 
her &ce, she again clung to the King's 
knees, saying, Save me ! save me I from 
that bold, bad man." 

Surrey could pervert language with as 
much adroitness as the sophists of modem 
times. By dint of long habit he could 
settle his features into suavity and com- 
posure, while the most violent tumult 

6 2 



raged in his bosom.. *Tis wonderful," 
tvhispercd he, in a calm tone of voice, 
how slight circumstances enable us to 
distinguish between truth and falsehood 
This voman aln;ost imposed upon me; | 
the distant likeness is so strong that | 
though I parted from the Countess of 
Lancaster this rilorning at her own resi- 
dence, I had determined that it was she 
disguised, to surprize me and divert the 
King with a merry gambol. But you 
* perceive she recoils at my approach, and 
hides her face lest I should scrutinize her 
features j and by this I have discovered 
her to be the very creature who has 
■given me measureless trouble ; a cheat, 
instructed and countenanced by the 
heretical Abbess of Kirklee, and sent 
about the country with this superannuated 
nionk^ to tell those absurd tales of per- 
secution and imprisonment, which gain 
credit with the vulgar, always prone to 
scandalize their betters, and to believe in 
horrors and miracles." 
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Thus Surrey, specious and collected, 
insinuated his own story into the minds 
of the astonished barons, consisting 
chiefly of the partisans of the Spensers, 
his own allies, or the adherents of Mbr-. 
timer ; while theshriekhog Alicia, fearing 
neither dungeons nor death so much as 
the aspect of the man who had caused ajil 
her anguish, incoherently told a disor- 
dered cale of her imprisonment and 
escape, as her disjointed t^ioughts, un« 
prepared for finding her persecutor m 
the royal presence, recollected every e»* 
traordinary occurrence, till faint and ex- 
hausted she sunk upon the earth, still 
feebly articulating the word justice. 
Father Nicholas knelt beside her, oftea 
holding his crucifix to her lips, and 
calling upon her to preserve that holy 
confidence which her soul truly felt,, 
though her body sunk in the struggle. 

The fainting lady was removed, the 
banquet thus rudely interrupted, was 
o 3 
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speedily termmated, and. the King called 
his council to assist him with their advke 
on this strange emergency. Among hU 
advisers, beside the Earl of Surrey^ who 
denying that he had any interest in the 
cause of the daughter of De Lacy, 
claimed a right to join in their delibera- 
tions, and the Earl of Arundel hie 
presumptive heir, there were present 
Ae Earl of Pembroke, who with that 
tenacity of recollection which marks a 
Tindictiye age, boasted that he had not 
^et forgot the insult which he received 
from the Earl of Lancaster in the exe- 
cution of Gaveston J and the two Spensers, 
now Earls of Gloucester and Winchester, 
who saw in the head of the second 
branch of the Plantagenets, a man by 
blood and principle , inimical to the system 
•f favouritism and private aggrandise- 
ment. Joined to these, was the Bishop 
of Lichfield, a prelate equally obnoxious 
to the nation in his private character, and 



( "7 ) 



als the instruriM-nt by vMch the papal 
played off the royal puppet, who by his 
own folly and necessity^ had given the 
Pope an imperious control over his actions. 
It cannot be deen^ed wonderful that 
advisers thus prejudiced, accorded with 
the opinion of their revengeftil and 
terrified sovereign ; and saw nothing but 
chicane and pretence in the faded woe- 
worn pleader, who claimed to be the 
once gay and beautiful Alicia de Lacy, 
asserting the virtues and proclaiming the 
wrongs of the sworn enemy of regal mis- 
Irule and papal usurpation. ^ 

None of the friends of Lancaster would 
deign to honour ' the royal banquet with 
their presence, while their leader's 
flagrant injuries were unredressed. When 
lat the earnest adjuration of his self-deny- 
ing brother, the amiable Leicester wrung 
his hands in anguish, and returned to 
Kehilworth, to secure by his allegiance 
the fortunes of thdr house, the Earl of 
,04 
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Hereford, fearless of conseqttences, still 
rode by the side of his proscribed friend, 
deferring the moment of parting by his 
long, lingering adieus. You will offend 
the King by shewing this countenance to 
a banished man/' said the noble Plan- 
tagenet. I care not for Kings ; but my 
friend is invaluable,'' answered the faithful 
Bohun. Alicia had heard this anecdote 
in her perigrinations, and with clasped 
' hands implored the favour of Heaven on 
the head of intrepid Hereford. 

It was easy for prejudiced or implicated 
counsellors, to determine that a true 
claimant was an impostor, and deserving 
of punishment; but Alicia's appeal to 
justice was public, and the impression 
she bad made could not be erased without 
the form of a trial. The populace were 
unalterably attached to the Ear] of L^n-^ 
caster, though they entertained no high 
respect for the memory of his Countess. 
Beauty, elegance, and sensibility may act 
as endearing adjuncts to courtesy and 
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beneficence ; but of themselves tfaey will 
not attract the affections of those whom 
pride offends, and whom necessity makes 
mercenary. Either from caprice or care- 
lessness, j&iicia had been inattentive to her 
inferiors; yet those affectionate and proper 
feelings which operate with most force 
on the unvitiated children of nature, led 
every honest pair in England, when the 
story of the two Countesses furnished 
matter for their domestic conversation, to 
determine that she was the true wife who 
defended her husband's character. Popu- 
lar opinion must not be entirely despised, 
and an apparent deference must be shewn 
to those powerful lords who avowed 
themselves to be the .Earl's friends ; it 
iifas therefore necessary that these con- 
tending claimants should be confronted ; 
and Surrey found in Agatha so dauntless 
-and adroit a coadjutor, that, depending on 
the^ absence of his rival,, on Jiis own 
wealth, and on the base devotion of his 
G 5 
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numerous accomplices, he affected afi 
eagerness for such a scrutiny as would 
Unravel the mystery and establish truth 
on a permanent basis. 

The first determination of the council 
tras, that the old system of trial should be 
revived, and the competitors compelled 
to certify their identity either by the 
ordeal process, or by a juridical combat 
between their respective champions. On 
' an intimation of this kind being given to 
Agatha, she eagerly closed' with the 
proposal, her knight, or (as she chose to 
call him) her husband, Sir Richard Saint 
Martin was at hand, whose gaunt figure 
and ferocious aspect promised to intimi- 
date meaner opponents ; for it was pre- 
sumed that none of noble birth would 
condescend to break a spear with one of 
base origin and dishonest life. But 
Alicia was not left destitute at her ex- 
tremest need j for no sooner was it ru- 
moured that the cause would be deter- 
1$ 
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amed according to the old Gothic 
method in perplexed cases, than a com- 
batant entered the h'sts as her chaihpion, 
careless of the derogation of his own 
dignity, or of the strength and dexterity 
of the opposite champion. 

The solemn injunctions of his brotheri 
and regard to the stability of his family, 
had reluctantly withheld the Earl of 
Leicester from taking sjich steps as fheir 
enemies might misconstrue to be rebellion 
or treason: but he felt Lancaster's 
wrongs too keenly to pay any personal 
mark of respect to an unjust and un- 
grateful sovereign, at whose festivities 
the spirit of Guy de Beauchamp might as 
well be expected to $it a smiling guest, 
as the indignant though quiescent Henry 
Plantagenet. But before the extraord^ 
nary af>peal of a glee maiden to the King 
could be known at Kenilworth, careless 
of exposing his person among^ the' 
enemiee of his house, the £a^ had 
G 6 
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posted to London, demanding to see the 
woman who claimed to be . hia brother's 
wife, and further, if he found her pre- 
tensions just, that she should be imme- 
diately delivered to his care. When he 
beard that she had been conmiitted to 
custody, and all access denied, under the 
pretence that justice required she should 
be kept from any prompters till her 
claims could be clearly adjudged, the 
indignant feelings of wounded generosity 
gave that licence to his tongue on which 
the calculating spirit of artifice could 
easily forge many a specious charge, and 
cheat feeble-minded people, who believe 
that on every occasion the first virtue is 
equanimity. The partizans of Surrey 
suggested that Leicester's behaviour cor- 
roborated the fact of the glee maiden^s 
being a hired impostor. He had declined 
the King's hospitality that the fraud 
might be matured in his absence; but 
before he could hear of his minion bein^ 
3 
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seized, he hastens to court, and carries on 
the farce by asking to see the puppet 
whom, conjomtly with the Abbess of 
Kirkiee, he had trained and put in motion. 
The recognition of the Earl of Leicester 
could be no confirmation of this woman's 
veracity, for it must be remembered that 
he was the champion of his brother's 
claims, and interested in the preservation 
of those earldoms to his house, which 
were to revert to his own issue by 
Matilda. The ministers of the crown 
gave a softer turn to their refusal of 
Leicester's demands. " If," said they, 
^Hhis imprisoned minstrel is the veritable 
Lady Alicia de Lacy, she need not 
grieve at this short suspension of her 
liberty, nor at the weariness of a decision 
which will in future leave her rights indis- 
putably established. But, on the other 
hand, if, as the severe investigation which 
the lady who now possesses the title of 
Countess of Lincoln has undergone. 
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seems to prove, this is an impostor, the 
honour of Lord Leicester would be impli- 
cated if he held any secret correspondence 
with a low conspirator.*^ 

Leicester, angrily, flung down his 
gauntlet, menacing all who should dare to 
call the wife of his injured brother a con- 
spirator or counterfeit. He was now 
asked how he came to be so certain that 
this was his brother's wife. Was it the 
action of a princely lady to seek the 
King's presence in an unseemly dis- 
guise,^ to disturb a joyous festival by her 
cries, and outrage probability by her in- 
coherent tales ? " Let me speak to the 
King" said Leicester, " and I will inform 
him from what source I drew my infor*- 
mation. " Edward repeated the ques»» 
tion» " Your Grace," resumed the Earl, 

must recognize a pledge, which has 
often passed between yourself and a 
saintly votaress, who never interferes with 
the concerns of this world but to p«r- 



form actbns of kindness and equity. By 
this ring, the Princess Mary solicits per- 
mission to quit her cell in Amesbury^ 
and bear testimony to the identity of the 
Countess of Lancaster ; she having per- 
suaded her to adopt a disguise, which 
g^ve her the only chatice of introducing 
her wrongs to your notice/' 

As the astonished King gazed on the 
well remembered token, by which his sc* 
eluded sister had often signified to him 
her beneyolent desires, even his per*i 
turbed intellects began to suspect that his 
own thirst for revenge, and the knavery of 
others, had duped him into a perversion 
of justice. But he was soon surrounded 
by those whose interest it was to divert 
his scruplies, either by starting difficulties, 
or by denying facts. The legate said that 
his authority must be interposed, to forbid 
the appearance of a nun in a court of 
justice. The anomaly of allowing those 
who have renounced the worid to give 
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testimony in its concerns w^s so gre^, 
that it could never be admitted, except 
when the interests of holy church re» 
quired support j in which, case she v^bs 
by inference, supposed to exercise her 
miraculous gifts, and to raise one legally 
dead to bear evidence to the truth. la 
all other suits it was esteemed sacrilege, 
without an express indulgence from the 
holy see ; which in this instance he coul^ 
not solicit, without subjecting the fame of 
the princess to the suspicion of too close 
a connection with the Lady Emnxeline, of 
whom charity enjoined him to be silent. 

Leicester was now asked what pre- 
vious acquaintance had subsisted between 
Alicia and the Princess Mary ; and when 
he acknowledged that they had never met 
before the flight of the former from 
Kiiklee, a pitying smile circulated round 
the council board, no less at the credulity 
of the royal nun, than at the folly of the 
Earl jn supposing her testimony could 
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hare any weight : and the Earl of Anui* 
del, ^ith a courtly baw to the sovereign, 
interfered with much seeming candour, 
deprecating any censure being thrown on 
a pious, benevolent lady, whose long se* 
chisioa from the world made her unac- 
quainted with the commonest snares of 
hypocrisy and falsehood; and certainly 
there did appear an unusual share of craft 
and insinuation in this woman, who at 
first, it was evident, wrought on the 
King's feelings, and might have misled 
his justice, did not his consummate wis* 
dom form a happy equipoise to the yield- 
ing commiseration of his nature* 

The angry Earl retired, reiterating his 
demand to be the champion of this much 
aspersed woman, whose claim to justice 
he determined to defend. But the King's 
advisers now foresaw that, whatever 
chance attended the combat, a cause sup« 
ported by a captaiii of freebooters, of 
servile birth and base manners, must beun- 
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popular, particularly if he were opposed to 
a youthful kfiight of royal blood, who left 
the long-worshipped object of his earliest 
affections in the newness of their espou-^ 
Sals, to defend the cause of an interesting 
unfriended female, ind, if every better 
feeling of the heart could be trusted, an 
injured lady, whose claim for justice had 
been answered by imprisonment. While 
they thus hesitated on the expediency of 
the proposed combat, the bishops argued 
against its legality, founding their objec- 
tions on its being a presumptuous, irre- 
verent appeal to Providence, an opposi- 
tion of physical strerjgth and manual 
skill in martial exercise, to the moral 
qualities of truth and justice. X)n con- 
sulting the judges, they admitted that it 
Was a mode of decision irreconcilable to 
the laws of England, and which had been 
laid aside for nearly a century. The 
friends of Alicia xwere desirous that a 
more certain criterion of her verac4ty 
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ishould be prescribed than the sword of 
Itier champion^ and Leicester readily with* 
drew his gage. But against one of the 
decisions of the. councfl given in the 
shape of advice to the King, loud and 
unsuccessful were the remonstrances of 
the fsuthful brtxher. This was, that to 
put a stop to thebe fraudulent assumptions 
Qf character, with an htent to injure or 
defame others, y^ich at this time seemed 
matured into a system of peculation, after 
the identity of these claimants had been 
clearly ascertained, th^ fictitious Countess 
of Lancaster should be put to death, and 
an Obsolete statute was produced, by the 
revival of which such severe treatment of 
cheats and counterfeits might be legally 
defended. When justice is partially 
administered, a law of this kind is written 
in the blood of innocence. 

This determmation of the King was 
communicated to Alicia, with the solem« 
juty of a death-warrant, and diough with 
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an affectation of kindness, it aiddfjd 
that if innocent she had nothing to fear, 
the treatment she had already experienced 
convinced her that her cause wis pre- 
judged. . The bench of justice would be 
occupied by those who had confirmed 
Agatha's claims and banished Lancaster^ 
and the same unwise and virulent prince 
would confirm their sentence* Though 
to preserve an air of impartiality, Agatha 
was also laid under a personal restraint, 
she was allowed full liberty of profiting 
by the counsels of her friends, and coUect<- 
kig testimony to support her claims. An 
eminent advocate was secured to plead 
her cause,- and enable her to take every 
advantage of legal ambiguities. Thus 
her spirits were supported, and her soc- 
cess msured ; while Alicia, with no other 
companion than her fellow prisoner. 
Father Nicholas, was left in ignorance of 
what would have been the most cordial 
balm to her wounded mind, the zealous 



interference of the Earl of Leicester, and 
the generous attentions of the lady Matilda, 
Who, undismayed by reiterated denials, 
Idaily presented herself at the grate of the 
prison, desiring admission. All that 
Matilda could hear was that the prisoner 
was alive, and her only reward was the 
ever grateful sensation of invoking the 
beatified spirit of her royal guardian, 
saying, Thus, most honoured Blanche, 
do I fulfil thy precepts, and shew my 
gratitude to thy memory." 

This severe treatment of Alicia had 
still a further aim. It was hoped that th^ 
extreme danger of her situation, added to 
the depressing influence of solitude an4 
confinement, might induce so timid an<i 
flexible a woman joyfully to accede to a 
proposal which should hold out the pro* 
niise of life, and even a comfortable 
asylum, on condition of her withdrawing 
her claims. But there are cases in which 
the feeble can be firm, and the fearful 
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magnanimous. To every hint of dus 
kind, her answer was uniform : living or 
dying, she would be the wife of the Earl 
of Lancaster, While die pondered on 
every ominous circumstance ^ich led to 
the inference of a speedy and disgraceful 
termination of her life, these reflections 
were eminently consolatory. She had 
given publicity to her story ; and even if 
her enemies turned assassins, and caused 
her to b€f privily cut off in prison, the ap- 
peal which she had made to the King 
before the barons, must be known to her 
husband. The sentiments of aflPectionate 
duty, which she then uttered, would con- 
vince him that it was not the wife of his 
bosom who had slandered, disgraced, 
and plundered him; he would know too, 
that his own Alicia had survived the test 
to which he had subjected her, and de^ 
pending firmly on his promise that th^ 
should again meet m happiness, had per- 
severed in her .pious resolutions, and 
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Tsaght clsam to be acknowledged as bit 
true and £uthful wife in a better world. 

Besides this sovereign cordial, Alicia also 
recollected that the English were a gene« 
rous nation, prone to defend innocence 
and resist oppression* Notwithstanding 
her present peril, she blessed the wise 
counsels of the Princess Mary, who ad* 
Tised that method of making her siorf 
known, and to brave the dangers con* 
sequent on such a discovery^ rather than 
drag out a long life in safe obscurity, 
leaving her reputation an enigma to thf 
{HTesent age, and a scandal to posterity«r 
It might even happ^ that persona^ 
safety would ensue from the course which 
she bad adopted. Her faithful Lancaster at 
the head of the multitude that his name 
would spontaneously assemble, might 
burst her prison doors, and restore her to 
the threefdki blessfags of liberty, fame, 
and love. The glocmi of her apartment, 
and its. massive iastenia^, hastily diverted 



( 144 > 



her thoogbts from this intoxicatmg trope, 
v/ith the consciousness of one who was too 
intimately acquainted with the frowns of 
fortune, to credit the possibility that they 
would give place to smiles. Her fellow 
prisoner, good old Nicholas, seemed 
wholly occupied in the' preparation for 
death, and called on her to imitate his 
wise example. 

The aspect of the king of terrors was 
now very different from that which he wore 
when, with the querulous fastidiousness of 
prosperity, some slight opposition to her 
desires, some local impediment, some 
provpkipg interruption, the impertinence 
of a rival, the neglect of an acquaintance, 
or the success of an adversary, had made 
her desirous of escapng from a trouble- 
some world, full of cares and disappoints 
meats. In proportion as sorrow and 
idmger really accumulated around her, 
die felt (as is too generally the case) the 
value of life increase with her sense of 



its w^oes and its insecurity, /To preserye 
and hJiUow k to the best' ptirpbjses wa^ 
now her aiixious care, and thias to' render 
^he apparently ^hqrt portion of her days ' 
•conduciveto the welfaure of her dearest tie% 
and to the securing unto herself the bright 
rewards of immortality. On the natiire^of 
those rewards, she frequently conversed 
with the good monk ; and the mod^ of 
instruction chiefly conasting ia the repeti* 
tbh of legends, she asked his opmion of 
an advehture recorded by the Bishop of 
Chartres, as having happened at a time 
when the devotion and zeal of St. Louis 
of France had raised the piety of that na- 
tion to an extraordinary pitch. He stated, 
that travelling along the road, he met a 
woman, whether an heavenly vision, or a 
prophetess labouring under some super- 
. natural call to become a visible sign to 
the church, he knew not } but she moved 
swiftly along, bearing in one hand a 
lighted torch, and in the other an ewor 
VOL. IV, n 
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of water* The sigmficaiice of her Ibok 
ma^ie him ask her the meaning of those 
symbols ; when she answered, that she 
was commisdoned to bum paradise^ and 
quench hell, that men might love virtue 
and piety for their own sake, independent 
of the fear of punishment, or the hope of 
«ward. 

Alicia shrunk with s^prehensioa'at the 
comparison of her own spiritual stat^ 
with that abstracted perfectness to whidi 
the reveries of this enthusiast indicated 
she ought to aspire ; but the ideaa of her 
confessor were rational and consolatory. 
The motive, he 8aid,to action, must be the 
desire of happiness. A great proportion 
of our errors arose from our not distin- 
guishing between what was imaginary and 
transitory good, and what was real ami 
jiermanent. Of the former he would not 
now speak ; it's bitter fruit disappointment 
discovered it's nature ; but those desires 
which accompany the soul to the brink 
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of the ^Te, and equally testify thdr 
capacity of attending it to the region it is 
about to explore, must be aspirations afto* 
that perfecticm which the Creator originally 
communicated to man,and are at times felt 
by who struggle vigorously agsunst the 
corruptions and blandishments of sewe^ 
As often as our hearts, rismg above the 
pleasures and disenthralled from the 
cares of this world, have glowed with 
dbunerested transp(»:t at the happiness of 
those we love, or thrilled with generous 
sympathy at the pams or perils of virtue,-^ 
each delight which we have felt at seeing 
God glorified, or man benefited, — every 
such feelmg must in it's nature partake 
of the joys of heaven* For in the fullest 
communion of love, confidence, and piovas 
joy, in the most cordial acknowledgment 
of the attainments of Idndred saints, 
liberai sympathy of ecstacy and glory, en<» 
lightened christians are led to anticipate 
much xst the blessedness of the heavenly 

II 2 
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state. In vain would they listen io 
ccelestial harpings, or eat the fruit of the 
tree of life ; neither immunity from 
external ills, nor even the flood of 
splendour poured on them froiii un^ 
created light, could bestow full beatitude, 
were not their hearts in unison with the 
transporting scene. Even that most ex- 
alted privilege of seeing God as he is, 
would communicate knowledge and de*- 
light only to liearts predisposed to ad- 
mire the wisdom, and adore the goodness 
exemplified in all the boundle&s mysteries 
of nature, providence, and grace. Let 
the material Heaven therefore be re- 
moved, the moral Heaven must still re* 
main, and to this the soul must here below 
aspire as its original destination, and long 
for as its chief source of delight, until 
benevolent and pious affections cease 
to be sources of pleasure, or the con- 
templation of an eternity spent in. such 
'Exercise's an object of hope. The 
8 
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practice of our duty can never be wholly 
separated from this true and exahed idea 
of our own interest* Let us not be wis? 
above W;hat is written^ nor attempt at an 
abstracted holiness inconsistent with our 
moi^al constitution. The Creator of th^ 
human soul knew its propensities, when he 
promulgated the terrors of hell to recal 
the sinner from the downward path of 
•perdition, and added the hope of heaven 
to ^courage the penitent to persevere in 
.his arduous course, by the expectation 
that be shall reap the fruits of his labours. 

Away then,*' continued the goo4 
father, with tHe scrupulous refine- 
ments wMch are calculated to harden ohr- 
.duracy^ and. discourage piety ; nor doubtt 
the fitness of thy preparation, i{ even In 
the present advanced state of thy spiritual 
pilgrimage, thou looke^t oa h^U with 
grateful joy at having escaped its dolouril, 
and on heaven with hope of enjoying ite 
beatitude. But le% n^t material crawls 
H 3 
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and sensible flames be the chief objects 
thy asjMratbns or thy fears. In the so* 
ciety of consummate wickedness and 
utter despair, th^e must be supreme 
anguish ; in the communion of unsinning 
obedience and unclouded love, there must 
be unutterable joy. To love virtue dis- 
tmct from all 'view^ of temporal advan- 
tage, is to love it for itself. To love k 
primarily as concentrated in the Supreme 
Being, and subordinately as reflected ia 
his creatures, comprisesthe enjoined duties 
of piiety and benevolence, and the h^heat 
delights of which our nature is capable^ 
Ask thysdf^ therefore, as disrobing thy 
sotil of its earthly attire^ thou triest ite 
fitness for its passage over the gul{^ 
which separates time from etefiiity, 
thou submittest to the chastisements of 
heaven, even when most grievous, from 
a conviction that they are awakening or 
purifying trials if thou canst rejoice ta 
die good of others even though it seems 
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to have resulted firom thine own calami- 
ties; if thou dost wish for the k'efor* 
mation of the Yidous, as the only means 
of their becoming ultimately happy ; and 
if thou canst candidly allow the good 
qualities of thine enemies, because thou 
art unwilling to believe that the divine 
ray reflected ^fiXHn thdlr Creator iaever 
wholly extinguished ? Search thy inmost 
soul, my daughter, and enforce these 
questions individually j suffer them to bear 
upon every distinct passion, and apply to 
^veryperson; and if thoucanstingenuouslyi 
answer, ^ I do thus submit, rejoice, de- 
sire, and excuse,' no longer tremble at 
the frown of man, for his utmost malice 
can only prematurely send thee to a world 
of which thou art already a meet ihhabi* 
tant.** 
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CHAP. XXXV. 

So shall you hear 
Of cruel, bloody, aud unnatural acts }. 
Of accidental judgements, casual slaughters ; 
Of deaths put on by cuxlnin^ and forcM causes ; 
And, in the upshot, purposes mistook ' . 
, Faira on th' inrenturs heads. 

Shakespeake* ' 

npHE most sedulous efforts of the Earf 
of Leicester' could procure hd 
further favour than that the claims of 
the two Countesses should be speedily 
investigated, and that the verification of 
their persons should take place in the 
great hall at Kenilworth. In that castfe 
the wife of Lancaster had often resided, 
and it was presumed that the counterfeit, 
whether trained by the Abbess of Kirklee, 
or the Earl of ' Surrey, would be equally 
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a stranger to its interior arrangement© 
The henbur of Leicester was pledged to 
give )ao iftterfuption to judicial proceed^, 
ings } and the judges themselves, as well 
as the peers who were to assist their de- 
cisions, went down attended by a suffi- 
cient force, to give efEciency to. their 
sentence. ^. 

The Earl had once determined to in*- 
form his brother of this second claimant^ 
who had by her demeanor exhibited 
juster pretensions to be considered as 
his resuscitated wife. But beside t^at 
such a communication would bfallibUy 
induct him to' contemn the sentenqe of 
his own banishment j and be present 
the investigation (the determined contu- 
macy of which conduct would indispose 
the judges for an impartial investigation), 
Leicester considered how unequal the 
wounded mind of Lancaster must' be to. 
the laceration of suspense,' public shame,, 
hope,, fear,, and perhaps the despair con*' 
us 
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sequent on an unjust sentence. Through 
fraternal tenderness, he resolved to spare 
the Earl the agonizing trial ; and indulg- 
ing the ^ope that he was now at the court 
of Bruce, soothed by the respect of aa 
honourable enemy, . Henry now deter* 
mined that as the investigation would be 
speedy, he would refradn from all com^ 
munications till he could send the final 
result ; which, if there were any truth or 
justice in England, would at least clear 
the name of Lancaster from an alliance 
with a base adulteress, even if it did not 
reunite it to a faithful wife, as well as ^ 
lovely, intelligent child* 

If the inexperienced reader, mac* 
quainted with the evanescent nature of 
convenient and juvenile friendship, should 
inquire what part the Queen took in a 
question so interesting as the life and re* 
putation of her dearest Alicia, both dei* 
pending upon the question of the identity 
of two person^ assuming that name, it 
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must be answered that Her Majesty, if not 
magnanimously impartial, preserved the 
equanimity of indifference. The inti* 
macy of association, the likipg of recipro^ 
cal humours, had yielded to a stronger 
passion i and love for the gentle Mortimer 
(as she emphatically called him) now en- 
grossed the wife, the motherland thequeen# 
It is not unusual for women to obtain an 
influence over weak men in proportion 
to their worthlessness ; and in the latter 
part of the unfortunate Edward's life, it 
seems as if Isabella might (had she been 
M disposed) have given a salutary im* 
pulse to his public conduct. But aban« 
doned to the indulgence of a criminal 
attachment, she spumed the generosity of 
cancelling early provocations by lending 
the aid of her superior s^ilities to make 
btr husband req)ectable» and at the same 
time building up a gbnoiis throne £or her 
*Mn* Nothing but the King's ruin could 
satiate her vengeance ; and sbe^. who id 
n6 
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her years of imioceniie, often mediated 
between Edw^d and his barons, is after* 
wards only recorded as a fom enter of dis-* 
cord, COT tinually embroiling the state, with 
a view to the deposition of her husband^ 
and the elevatbn of the Prince to the 
throne ; during whose minority she hoped 
with her miniQn to revel on the couch 
of state,'' and virtually to crown at 
once the lover and the love." 

An insult which tliis vindictive princess 
had at that time received from one. of the 
discontented barous, who refused to admit 
her and her soite into hk castle when shit 
went in pilgrimage ta Ganterbury». em^ 
ployed all her attention }^ and busy as she 
was in stirring up the King to revenge 
this indignity by force of anBs, she . had 
no leisure to consider the wrongs and 
^sorrows of the Earl of Lancaster, a maa 
who, if he had not slighted her love, had 
rejected her offered friendship ^ and as to 
^his wife, she had heard of her death with 
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as much pity a& a- rival beatity 'couM 
possibly afford. She also listeue.d tp the 
tale of her re^apj^earance ^nd splf-degra- 
dation with virtTaous horror, now shocked 
that shie had admitted such a creature to 
her inrimacy, now declaring that sh^s had 
often suspected something wrong in that 
giddy woman ; and afterwards, if while she 
adjusted her. robes, or borrowed a slight 
assistance from art to colour a cheek 
which through dissipation had begun to 
iade, . she bestowed a little temporary 
attention on the imprisoned minstrel, who^ 
having sung a tiresome ditty to the King, 
felt into fitSj and then claimed to be the 
real Alicia deLacy,-— ^he expressed a wish 
that they woul4 let the poor, vain woman^ 
who she dared to say was dead, rest in 
her grave, and, hang both the counterfeit^ 
Then requesting that she might not be 
perplexed with enrgn\as which no humaiji 
heing qould unravel, she called on her 
ladies to amue^iier by pjlaying a mall, oif 
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dse sat down to chess with the gentie 
Mortimer. 

It seemed the general wish to hurry oa 
the trial ; and when the day arrived, the 
hall at Kenilworth was crowded by a 
vast assemblage of spectators, beside the 
numerous witnesses who had been coU* 
lected, and the peers and judges who s^ 
under a special commission. After the 
advocates had eloquently harangued and 
loaded with c^probrium the audacious * 
attempt of an impostor to rob a noble lady 
^ of her inheritance, the competitors were 
successively introduced blindfold, Alicia in 
her noviciate's dress, Agatha splendidly 
appareled in the robes of a countess. They 
were separately desired to descHbe die 
architecture and furniture of the place kl 
which they now stood. It was an act of 
memory, and Alicia's account was calm 
and unembarrassed. The minute ex^cc^ 
ness of her description alarmed her. pei^ 
secutors j but. when Agadia was called 
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npoiiy she was equally perspicuous and 
faithful in her account ; for during the 
period of her itineracy she had often 
raised contributions among the doine$4 
tics of Kenilwortb, and had explored 
every apartment in the casde. They 
spoke« removed from each other's hear«i 
iilg ; the bandages were taken off, and 
they were then succesnvely called upon to 
recognize the persons present; Powerful 
sensibility, ingenuous $hame^and wounded 
dignity, had now the effect of guilt ; for 
after Agatha had with much self-com«» 
posure called on the Earl of Ldce^er as 
her brother-in-law, her successive con^ 
feasors Ambrose and Hilary, her attendii 
ants Beatrice, Dorcas, Sybil, and Mabel,as 
well as her once contracted lord the Earl of 
Surrey, and many other peers, Alicia^ 
who now after an absence of more than a 
year first beheld them, stood with de- 
jected look and averted eyes, depressed 
hf sad misgivings, recollecting all her 
provocations to those on whose testimony 
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her life and fame depended, and fearing 
kst a sense of resentment should prepon-» 
derate against , the justice of her claims 
and stifle the voice of truth ; \7hile each 
angry witness felt that the woman wha 
was reduced to this necessity, was un^ 
worthy of the name she demanded. 

But while superficial observers saw in 
.hertremiilous dejection the terror of guilt, 
the better in&rmed beheld the susceptibi* 
lity of a gentle spirit, whose habits render- 
ed publicity and investigatbn as cruel ai 
torture as the xack is to vulgar audacity.: 
What in that instant passed in Alicia's bo- 
som may be conceived when It is remem*^ 
bered, that among the pangs of self-con* 
demnation which she had long^ endured, 
those arising from- her neglect and in*- 
justice to the virtues of Matilda were 
the severest, next to her connubial re- 
^ proaches. Yet in her present extremest 
seed, female delicacy made her, when 
she first dared to call upon an evidence 
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to attest her truth, fix her eyes on the 
long envied theme of Lancaster's coin- 
n\endations ; and encoy raged by the burst 
of tears which spoke affectionate recog- 
nition,, she exclaimed in tender ecstacy, 
" The lady Matilda knows me." 

An injunction- had been issued, for- 
bidding any of the \vitnesses to sp^ak tiU 
the court took off the interdiction, on pain 
not only of . having their t^estiijiony sep 
aside, but also of being treated as acconv* 
plices if the . fraud appeared on that sid^ 
to which they leaned ; Matilda therefore 
continued silent, while her countenance 
conveyed ineffable ^:onsolation to the 
forlorn Alicia. Bqt neither, threats nor 
even the fear of injuring her lady coul4 
restrain the anguished feelings of Mabel* 
The infirmities p£ age had dimmed her 
sight J and considia^ing her as firmly at^ 
tached to the house of Lancaster, she 
wa$ placed where she ted not ^ perfecf 
view of the clalniants. But th^ remem^ 
bered accents of Alicia no sooner reached 
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herear, than she exclaimed, " My lady, 
my good lady Margaret's own daughter ! 
The sweet voice of the darling of my 
heart ! ^ Tear me piecemeal," said she 
to the officers who drew her out of 
court, there is a tune in that sound 
which, mimick it how you will, no living 
creature but the true lady can come up 
to, and I will die saying so/' The eyes 
of Alicia followed Mabel out of court, 
while her melting heart reproved hex with 
ruining all whom she loved. 

The indiscretion of the nurse who ^* 
tended her from her cradle, thus depriv- 
ing Alicia of so material an evidence^ 
ppmted out to her friends the necessity 
of using greater caution, and insjnrited 
the adverse party. It was now proposed 
by Agatha's advocate, that the wimessss 
having had ample time to recognise ^be 
ckumants at the bar, th^ should be in- 
quired to state thear opinions ; but that 
the i%ht8 of justice m%ht be folly se^ 
cured^ the rule of precedence must be 
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inverted^ land the depofflrions ol the 
meaner evidences first taken, lest their 
testimony should be influenced by fear of 
favour of the noble parsonages implicated 
in this cause. 

The servitors were therefore first ex* 
amined« Sumptuous attire, the smile, the 
state, and the freshness of prosperity^ 
not only form the constituents of beauty 
with common observers, .but are allowed 
even by r^ed judges greatly to increase 
natural loveliness. The Xliouiitess of 
Lancaster always appeared at Kenilworth 
habked in the splendid apparel Agatha 
now wore. The brief period of Alicia's 
succeeded that of a mistress whe^ 
was universally adored. Compared mtk 
Queen Blanche, the gay beauty was uon 
popular ; her negligent, airy manner, her 
unfortunate predilection for her own at^ 
teadants, her inattention to the wants and 
wishes of others, and her rage for amuse- 
ment, had in their minds connected her 
person with the kleas of pride and levity. 
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The fierce and i^eretricbus smile of 
Agatha annomiced those qualities ia their 
fell extreme. They whose hours are d«Yot* 
ed to labour instead of reflection, are not 
nice physiognomists. The pale, defected, 
novice could not remind them of a great 
or a gay lady. One after another, the 
menials of Kenilworth acknowledged the 
gorgeously appareled Agatha as the wift 
of the Earl of Lancaster, while the self- 
reproach which this decision renewed, 
©ealed the lips of Alicia in contrite 
silence.^ 

Sybil and Dorcas were next summotfeJ. 
They had seen thar lady stretched out % 
<corpse at Canford-castle, and had at 
tended her funeraL They gave ther 
testimony with trepidation, labouring 
under the common superstition that a 
sorcerer had reanimated a dead body, and 
endued it with a power of speaking ^ 
moving like a living, sentient crc^ure, till 
some powerful ^xorclBt dissiiolved. tb^ 
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^pell. This effect they momentarily ex^ 
-pected from such holy men as Father Am- 
brose and Sir Hilary ; and, with shudder- 
ing dread, averting theil* eyes from the 
mournful figure which, if the noviciate*^ 
dress '^ere exchanged foir grave-cloaths, 
would exactly remind them of the death- 
scene at Canford, they seemed to ask re^ 
lief from their terrors by the adjuration of 
,the priests. Finding them passive, they 
looked at their old companion Agathaip 
whom Lady Margaret's preference had 
made an object of envy and hatred ; and^ 
with faultering simplicity, declared they 
knew not what that was, but they were 
sure the lady was not the daughter of the 
Earl of Lincoln. The practised cotirtezaa 
smiled at this disclosure. The restric- 
ticxis imposed by the court forbade het 
addressing the witnesses till all had given 
in their testimony j she could therefore 
only condescendingly wave her head witk 
an air indicative of gracious forgiveness 
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to het renegade attendaiils» wftfida'i af- I 
fectionate heart spoke a dtflferent lan« 
|[ttage. She divined the cause of the ter- | 
lifted glances which her dam^ threw | 
v^n hePs too ^^.U recoHecfed what 
^ad 60 deeply impressed their minds. 
Exquisitely painful was that remembrance 
which, combined with approbation of their 
fidelity, renewed the emotion that so 
strongly agitated her on first percavio; 
herself exposed to the rude licence of A 
gazing multitude, and subjected to the 
most disgraceful inquisition^ See/' 
said the hirelings of Agatha, who were 
dispersed among the spectators to infiame 
the multitude in her favour, bow the 
true countess Speaks in that grsu:icms, for- 
giving lady, and how the b9se impoistor 
trembles with rage« Had the the power, 
she would bind those poor girls on the 
rack, for stopping half way in the false^ 
hood which she had trained them t^ 
utter/* 
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Beatrice was^nezt called upon^ but she 
requested to be considered rather ia the 
light of a party than a witness. She had 
never lost sight of her dear and true ladj, 
with whom she would stand or falL la 
a future stage of the triat^ she would, if 
urgedp discover what would set the ma(^ 
ter finally at rest. 

There was a competition in rank bek 
tween the two friars, whq had succe^ 
«vely acted as confessors to De Lacy's 
daughters the age and reputed sanctity 
of Ambrose weighed agamst the rich be^ 
nefice of Sir Hilary ; wd with a tenacity of 
4istinction, not uncommon to those who 
profess a total dereliction of the world, 
the friar seemed inclined to defend his 
pr^edence. The court d^ermined, that 
in worldly a0airs temporal wealth must 
take place of spiritual attainments, and 
the austere anchorite was therdbre first 
plied upon. The saints of older tiiiMifi 
confirmed their claims to holiness by a4- 
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hering to maxims vihich might be tenned 
the fandammtal rules of papal govern- 
hient; holding, that the end sanctified 
<he means ; arid that the interests of the 
church were paramount to every moral 
or social duty i the establishment of iht 
Countess of Lincoln's deed of gift was the 
first object with Ambrose, and this was 
ihcompatibie with the existence of her 
daughter; Rolling his dark, sullen eyes 
on the competitors, with the confirmed 
tone of a determined sceptic, he anath^ 
matized them both as counterfeits. 

The richly ahired Abbot was as ill se- 
lected to do credit to the ministers of re- 
ligion, by paying a simple homage to 
truth, as the friar in his hair-shirt and 
coarse woollen cassock. When called to 
detoinine, he spoke of the tenderness of 
his conscience, and the idimutable claimis 
of justice and verity, requesting that he 
might be allowed to address the claimants 
before he gave his opinion. In walking 
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to the bar he displayed his gold-fringed 
scarf, ^broidered cope, and the jeweled 
mitre, which was fixed on his neat toor 
sure with becoming majesty, ^hile his 
train-bearer scientifically adjusted the 
sweeping folds of richest silk, that pointed 
out the wealthy ecclesiastic to the envy oi 
the mendicant friar. He addressed the 
competitors with pious courtesy, declaim- 
ed on the guilt of fraud, and offered ab; 
solution, if the impostor would, by t 
timely confession, mitigate her guilt. 
This, he said, he did to try, by the effect 
of his rhetoric on the countenance, which 
was the penitent whom he had so often 
confessed. He then addressed the court, ^ 
lamenting the fallacy of human judge- 
ment, wishing that all causes of this in- 
tricate nature could be reserved to the 
great asaze, and that the debated inhe- 
ritance might be divided between the 
claimants; but since the rights of the 
public required on one side justice, and 
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the other the puni^meht of define 
qxieacyj to deter the cupidity of artffic^, 
fae i^tist^ as hr as bm poor abilities cmU 
decide, observe, that the pale trembling 
novice seemed to a person bred ha te« 
elusion, from thife world, till forced into 
notice l)y a c<mtrivance she wsoited tfexte* 
tkf to complete ; while, on the Other 
baftid, the lady who defended heri^rth^ 
right* from a cruel, injurions husband, 
Ifvinced the sphit tvhich becatne the ^ 
scendant of noble and royal ancestry. 

Tf he Earl of Snrrey*s fiat wasantidpat«l, 
but he prdaced it with many remains. 
It would, he said, indeed be strange if 
be could not identify the woman to whom 
he had been contracted, had publicly 
wooed, and to whom, even during the 
possession of another, he had been faith- 
fully though chastely attached. Let them 
be requh'cd to repeat several conversa- 
tion^, known only to himself and he 
wduld leirre tl^ most prejudiced partisan 
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pf ihe house of I^aacj^ter to dei^ii]^io9 
which was the beauty \frho had proa^ 
iiljgiated Queealsabella's ogmts saad wb^h 
the tnuaed instrument of tb^ ^hbe«^ ^ 
|Uds:l^e; a woman suspif^qw ^ 
qhurqh for her heretical descent and 1^ 
^cipUne, ^p/i odious to her %^^.neig]i- 
^UTS for bvad^g their rights. Ii^ ftihf 
|ie had hknself suffered ; for be; ws^ |ier« 
^uguled that the present nefarious atteipipt 
owied its eanstence to her revenge for his 
endeaTouring. to recorer thet daughter of 
pne.of bis ser&> whom she had seduced 
i|ito lier monastery, and thus deprir/^ 
himjof the senricei^ of a vassal who h^ 
broken fealty to her lord* The, in- 
ju:|fy . whiqh this vindictive, woman had in 
return proj^ted, was of a nature which 
\ypuld most deeply wound a man jeaJbus 
of the fame of stainless knighthood ^ for, 
by implication, he wa^ accuse4 of coua« 
tenancing a vile fraud* He >i^outd say.no 
morejj every honoqrabjje iqan preset 
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would fed his situation ; and having thus 
spoken, with a look indicative of a lively 
sense of indigt^^ he again took his seat 
arftumg the judges. 

The Earl of Leicester, who, a peer 
^ the red«), had hitherto sat oa the 
same bench with iSurrey, now quitted it^ 
and placed himselif liear Alicia. Whieii 
a' marii'' said he to the court, " ciaitna a 
t^t 1^0 act in die trreconcEaible charac* 
ters of judge and culprit, evidence and 
bontieniiier^ the privileges of a prince and 
peer of England become disreputaUe. I 
i|Oit the bench, from which the Lord 
Surrey has just prodaimed himself a psr^ 
In the cause ; on which^ ad juror, he wiU 
hereafter give sentence ; and, by my ro^ 
signation of ray r%ht of judging, I t^biim 
to act asi the champion of unfriended in^ 
no^eiice, overwhdmed by a powerful 
tonspiiacy. Sister by alUmce, and, §0lr 
thy 4neek endurance and patient magim- 
nimity, sSster also of my soul, behdd the 
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toother of thy husband, and, m his ab* 
sence, the sworn protector of thy life, 
and assertor of thy claim 

This action of her lord ifas a sig^l tt» 
deternime the conduct t>f Matilda* She 
sprang forwards to the. bar where AlicM^ 
filtood, who, denied, tlesert^ and vilkied , 
but a tnoment' before saw, in . all the 
gasing crowds wl^ wounded h^ deli- 
cacy wdakarm^her feara, no friend but 
the aged monk who shared her per^l^ 
land her prisoh. Shejnolv beheblbersdf 
recognised and suppocted by the noblest 
^rsohs in the assembly ; and what to her 
im fitr more wekoniey by tibe repre«99* 
iacives of ber liahca^. WiA transpcHt 
inconcemble) she gra^d the extended 
famds* of Leicester and . Matilda; the ^ 
strict incksttre in which she was |4aced 
prefeated the interchange embraces^ 
but the interoMrse of eyes could not be 
iBfiMicted; and Alicia's ^x)ke unuttev^^ 
IS 
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able joy, though her Hps only articulated^ 

I can now die content." 

It was presumed by Surrey that the 
Earl of Leicester would, for his far<Hher's 
sake, avoid going into a detail of those 
pardoilars which had put Alicia into h» 
power ; but whcsi the Bfe aiid £ame 6£ a& 
innocent woman were impleaded, even the 
character of one ^ d^ as thevital blooii 
which warmed hk heart,'' codkl not^ hi ' 
the honourable mind of Henry Plantar 
genet; adont any competitbn. He eti^ 
cmiraged, he ad^ioed AKda, fdr her owir 
adLe, and for the sake of her child^slitrtbtf 
right, to detaft! the particulars of wlar 
passed betweeh her abd liancaster, and 
the n^annor'of her being rertomi^fitNai 
Canford-cakle. Restored td self-posses^ 
sbn by the ^ouraging presence of Lei^ 
cester, she began the painfiil story wid^ 
flsodest dSgnky, but was immedmteiy 'mi 
tcrrupted by Agatha's advocates, who itoi 
sisted that their client's cause must not be 
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prejudged, which would be the case if 
the novice were suflSared to go on uninter- 
rupted in a well devised tale, calculated 
to work on the feelings of the auditors. 
They were willing to wave their right of 
cross-examination, on condition that, af- 
ter one of them had proceeded a little 
way, the other should be allowed to take 
up the narrative ; which, if she did with- 
out hesitation, and continued it without 
being diarged by her opponent with any 
deviation from truth, nothing decisive 
could be inferred from the novice's readi- 
ness first to begin the story» It was also, 
they said, requisite that the screen which 
concealed the daimants from the sight of 
each olber should be removed, and the' 
effect -of iheir mutual recognition seen by. 
the court. These requests were granted ; 
and while Alicia stood the living persotqi- 
ficarioa of horror, Agatha, with sove^ 
reign effrontery, proceeded to describe 
the events of that fearful night ; com* 

14; 
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meftcmg tfcceunt MQith the dress of thef 
lEiA of ' Lancaster, aind the postare in 
whidiir' he sat when the Ctmntess entered 
in her gala attu^. 

The circtimstance of Beatrice's having* 
Ofverbeard all that passed between hdr 
lord and lady at that awful interview,* 
wbidi terminated the happiness of both, 
wafr unknown to all but herself. Ig- 
norant of the existence of any morml 
prompter) the Earl of Leicest^ and 
AMck mutually considered this botdl 
defiance a^ a pr^f of commusication 
%om0 infernal spirit: such agency 
was then universally credited, atid sucK* 
subdety, tf^ was also firn^ly believed, no^ 
hutnaii sapience could etude. The fakh^ • 
ful \»fe ever revolted from fixing an in- ' 
ddible stam an her husband, by eonfirm*- 
ingy with her ovm ntouth, that he had ^ 
b«en guilty of act which, thdugh she^"^ 
from her soul, ascribed to an sfecttomtte ^ 
deiHfe for her renoviition,f might by the! ' 
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mkjudgbg multitude be called k^enrioiial 
murder and determined cruelty, 
disclosure would' now be as useless t» 
her child as it was injurious to his fiither $ 
and satisfied that she had been recognised 
by those who would inform her lord* that 
die stam medicine he administered had 
indeed proved the des^ of her follies^ 
but instead of consigning her to the 
grave^ had raised her to newness of life, 
she resigned herself to that iate which 
she now more than; ever believed to 
be inevitable. It was not only the lascl- 
vipusy disa|)|)ointed Surrey^' whp was ve- 
hemently bent on her destruction; he 
had, by some diabolical proo^ir conr 
jured to his sdd the imprecating wantoUf 
th^ : tenrific^ reprobate, the necromantic 
d$pr(Qd^r» ^liiose dreadful curse sdll 
hu^g ovei; her^ and who had twice 
broifght her to tbie gates of death* The 
souiid of AgatlfSL*% voi^e, and the extsfh 
siqii of her arm, as she q)oke, renuided 
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her of the strenubus grasp which haS 
pitinged her into the Calder, and (h^ 
Mtanic loc^y and screaming eagerness 
with which she Imd imprecated on her 
head all the {^gs a wife or a motlie^ 
could endure ; and hidmg her face frdhk 
this soul-appalling object^ she exdahned^ 
loud enough for Leicester to hear, This 
& Agatha!*' 

From this high-wrought state of terror j 
which paralized every effort that wisdom 
could make for her deliverande^ Alicia 
was quickly recalled by two recollections^ 
which, in all her trials, had been the 
confirmations of her virtuotks fortitude, 
and the directors of her condikt. If the 
curse of Agatha were graven on her soul, 
so also were the parting words of Lan«- 
caster; and though the terrible Surrey 
and that vile sorceress had united with 
the powers of hell to crush her, and de- 
fame her lord, there was a worEI of 
happiness where they should still meet* 
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Sha tttm0d from the dreadful woman, by 
whogi she was confronted^ aild beheld 
Leicester still stretchiq|g out his. arm to- 
ward her^ with a look of un$ubdued hope, 
and increased affection. It was certain, 
therefore; that her name would not be 
left a sport to base malice, and misjudging 
folly. The ring too, which she first re- 
ceived from Lancaster, had been the cod- 
stant companion of her prison hours) 
. she had studied it in her cell at Kirklee } 
in solitude, in destitution, it had been h^r 
instructpr; taught by this talismaok 
monitor, she hi4 subdued her desires; 
she would now also subdue her fears. 

The Earl of Leicester was acquainted 
with part of Agatha's history, especially 
with the circuDiistance of his brother 
hayii:^ liberated her from the cemetery at 
Wim2x>rn, and be no sooner beard Alicia 
j^rcmounce her name, than defying the 
supernatural guards by whom she was 
supposed to be surrounded, he boldly 
I 6 
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flKccosed her ef bekig a criimnal) doubly 
deservmg death for theft and sorcery^ 
mstead of the daughter of De Lacy ; and 
be required that her naked shoulders 
should be examined^ which would dis^ 
oover whether they bore the mailcs &t 
the lacerationa inflicted by the acourgft 
of penance during her confinements 
The indecorum of such a test was ad» 
milted by all^ axKl the partiality of Iimk<& 
ing it to one claimant loudly assert^ by 
the advocates^ who insisted, that if it 
were taken for granted one of these 
jromen waa Alicia De Lacy, and the other 
^at abandoned giii who so much 
sembled her, the personal ^ scrutiny 
should extend to both, Alicia's deKcacy^ 
IS wa» expected, recoiled from did c&- 
posure ; and the judgea now tn^irod of 
the peers if they were satisfied, giving it 
as their opmion that ^ prepondersdag 
weight of evidence on one side must 
averbabmce tke i^ecognition of the Emi 
16 
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2gid Countess of Leicester, whose bteresf 
m the issue of thei cause abated the value 
cf their testimony. ^ 
' Most of the peers present were ready 
to decide as the judges wished; a few 
liesitated, and unanimity was nec^sary* 
One evidence yet remained, the young 
son of the . Earl of Lancaster* It was 
ptoppsed by the advocates, that he should 
be brought mto the hail, and invited to 
point but his mother.. The longth of 
time which had ehpsed since he had been 
separated from his true parent, mode 
Agatha's party anticipate a su» trramph^ 
iriiea the court reqmred that tliis ex* 
periment should be iinaL 

The claimaiits were now reilioved to a 
<ionspicuous devation, and a qme left 
vacant befoie them, that the child^a ac- 
ticms should not be impeded. At his 
tnmmcei, a desuh-fike silence prevaSed ; 
curiosity and< suspense seemed to be 
wound up to agony ; while evsry eye «l- 
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temately tunned on him aad oa the wor 
m«, to watch this appeal to nature, and 
to hear in what language her sovere^ga 
decree would be promulgated. The 
noble boy advanced with a firm step, and 
conscioua that he was in the haU of his 
forefathers, cast an indignant glance 
^ose whom he deemed impertinent in* 
traders. Agatha, with fond Uandisb^ 
meats, invited him to her embraces, aad 
held up the splendid cross which she 
vore at ter girdle to hasten his obe« 
dience. He advanced a few steps towaida 
her, then pmsed, attracted bj another i>b>- 
' jcce, and rivetted toibe earth by anotW 
sound. How did the biMst of.evefj 
pareAt that day assembled in the hair of 
^ K^ilworth^ then vibrate ! but how 
jgnitely more tremulous, wei:^ the tlmb^ 
of her bQ$om, who for more tJban our 
long year had sickened wUh desire to Mr* 
the beloved of her heart, and now beheld 
hkn, improved in every beauty, the ia^ 

12 
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£u^t ai1>iter of her life aad £une ! Eviry 

vnrious feeling of maiernal senstbilky 

fMovred in rapid soccession. It seemed 

at first as if her soul had flovm to meet 

her darling; while the same thrilling 

transport which expanded her intellects, 

dbaiHed hef limbs to the earth ; hef eyes 

devotired each fair atxession to bis eaaif 

loreltness, with riotous accession of joy ; 

then gracefully checked by pious giati^ 

tttde, she raised the swollen oibs to 

Heaven> and ioartkulate praise spoke m 

copbutf teara. Ag^ her hasty looks 

sought her ciuld. He was now moviag 

toward .Agatha* This was too much foae 

sufferance. Shall a deceiver be eloquent, 

and a mother mute f She sunk upon her 

knees, and stretelnng out her arms ta» 

ward the beauteous Edmund, chaunted 

a few lines oi the tender plaint she sung 

to hkn at Ganfoi^ : — 

' Look at me still, my lo^ly cUld, 
Tm^ ftvery feature, worq and wild. 
It is thy mother, she who smiled 
On thy soft bloom ! 
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She could proceed no further ; £br her 
own Edmund gave the wished response, 
ind rushing^ with an arrow's swiftness^ 
mto her arms, exclaimed. 

Dearest mother^ well4i-day f 

A l(Hig, loud, universal shout shook 
the towers of royal Keiulworth } it was 
reiterated, and the voices of the partial 
men, who misrepresented the character of 
British justice, now callmg out silence, , 
were unheard. Again and again were ^ 
the acclamations repeated, while thecl)ild^ 
and the mother seemed in the transport- , 
ing ecstacy of their strict embrace, to lose 
the recollection of all former woes. 
' The tumult died away in fainter 
sounds, and the presiding judge severely ^ 
censuring the indecorum of thus mter* 
rup^ng judicial procieedings, and andci* 
pating the decision, asked the peers if 
they would consent to hear one more 
witless, who had just announced that he^ 
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had some information to communicate^ 
most essential to the clear decision of the 
cause. All eyes were turned to the bar, 
at which an interesting and extraordinary 
groupe now solicited attention ; consist- 
ing of a youth, leading a blind old 
hd^rpeti and an aged woman, whose aspect 
adld gesture denoted anguish and dis- 
traction. The minstrel attempted to 
8p6ak; ' bat hardly had he uttered the 
words " Lady Stoma Audley," when 
tVk court was again interrupted by loud 
and tremendous cries. It was soon 
known that Lord Surrey was sei2sed with 
those extraordinary convulsions, which 
were universally believed to be the effect 
of demonia.cal possession. The appear- 
ance of the wretched man, as he was 
borne through the crowd, confirmed the 
presumption that he was labouring under ' . 
the severest paroxysms of supernatural 
visitations ; and it was soon known that 
the harper was come to accuse him of 



( 186 ) 



being accessary to a murder, committed 
in his early youth on the sons of that 
unhappy lady, who also were his play- 
mates and friends. No one wondered 
that Satan should seise such a monster 
in his iron grasp ; and though the im- 
proved state of science now forbids U9 to 
appeal to demoniacal agency for what 
may be explamed by physical causes, in^ 
fidelity has no cause to suppose that th^ 
arguments in favour of the moral govern* 
ment of Providence are weakened by 
these discoveries. Whether the Almighty 
acts by the effect of terror on the nervous 
system, or by the instrumentality of those 
evil ones, who, while they labour to im- 
pede hi^ purposes, actually minister to 
his will, matter is still subjected to the 
influence of mind, and the dominion of 
conscience in this life proves the respon- 
sibility of the human soul in the next. 

The execrations"of the spectators, on 
this discovery of Surrey's early perfidy 
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wd treachery, were as loud and universal 
as their scarcely subsided acclamations. 
It eotold not be said that the identity 
of AUciB was confirmed by this foul 
stain on the escutcheon of Surrey ; 
but the inference was undeniable, that 
the man, who in his boyhood consented 
to an Assassination, would not, in his ma- 
ture age, shrink from a conspiracy which, 
tbMugb the disgrace and death of a lady 
who Injected his vows, aimed at the de« 
stirwnioii of a rival ; and the infuriated 
Agatha, anticipating the sentence, shewed 
by her countenance that the disgrace of 
her tfaampion liad deprived her of every 
hope. 

The judge who presided perceived the 
weight of facts was too strong for him to 
attempt any longer to restrain the torrent 
of opinion. He admitted the Case was 
now clear, and left the peers to their 
uninfluenced dedsioh. All his attach- 
ment to the court could hot, he knew. 
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procure a determination against the hoase 
of Lancaster; he could only s&nce the 
teslimohy attempted to fare produced 

. against Lord Surrey, by obserVincg, thit 
the evidence of a strolling harp^, znd^^ 

' woman evidently distracted, respecting a 
crime committed twenty y^s before, 
could not be recorded against a nobleman 
of the first rank. The appearsmce of old 
Llo^d in a court of justice was solely 
atCnbutable to his anxiety to -save AlicBu 
He well ^ew that the relic of Madoc^s 

. 1^1 house was safer asa: moiintain hunter 
among his native tribes than under the 
protectbn of an English king ; and he 
placed implicit faith on the local pro- 
phesies, which asserted that Glendore, 
or his descendants, should one day make 
the race of Edward tremble. It was 
only to assist in saving another innocent 
victim from Surrey's murderous gra8|>^ 
that he drevtr the Labdy Emm[a Audley 
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from that retirement which best suited 
her irremediable woe$. 
^ .With the cowardice common to a isha* 
racter in which venality is. combined with 
intrigue, and avarice is prompted hj 
luxurious habks, Beatrice how shtiddered 
at the responsibility which she had unA 
dertaken^ by combining her fate With 
Agatha's ; and falSng on her knees, 
offered to make a full confession. Wib 
ling to acquire some popularity, and 
knowing that the sacrifice .of so mean an 
instrument would give those whom he 
was so desirous to conciliate no concern, 
the judge refused to hear any discovery 
which so base a creature could make* 
The cause,.he said, was sufficiently ckar ; 
and bowbg to the peers,^ he proposed that 
the verdict should be given by acclama* 
tion« He then left his seat, to be the 
first who congratulated the Countess of 
LaPliCaster on a decision wbid> restored 
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her to tbt p03$eMpa of fame and for- 
tune. 

Aware that ev^ attea^n W2b dyie to 
the conciliatory advance^ of one vihwc 
judicial importance and weight with tbe 
Kmg might accelerate the efforts he 
would instantly make to rescind the unk 
just sentence passed against Lancaster^ 
the Earl.of Leicester conducted Alici% to 
recmve the compliment, and she z]elin- 
quished the hand of her sqn» to take tl^ 
of the chief-justice. She relinquish^, it 
but for a moment, but in that moment the 
child w^s seized, seized by the diabolical 
Agatha, with a yell of exultation, that had 
AcHhing human in its sound } and with a 
rapid agility, in which the habics of her 
predatory life left her without an equal, 
she flew across the hall, with Edmund in 
her 9rms; and while the astound^ 
^ectators wondered if it were a mortal or 
an imp that whizzed by th?m 

with a velocity which defied pursuit, sud- 
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denly the desperate wretch appeared da 
one of the projecting pinnacles of the 
castle,, menacing destruction to herself 
and the young heir whom she held above 
the battlements. 

It was not only the breast of the gasp- 
ing mother that panted with deadly 
throes at thk sight, the sympathy of 
eWry beholder was too vehement for 
utterance or motion; it appeared as if the 
wand df an enchanter had suddenly pe« 
trified the assembly, and rooted them in 
the attitude of dismay. A voice at last 
uttered, " She is dead " Dashed in 
pieces, in the court!'' was the exclamation 
of a second. Then followed an universal 
cry of " Where is the child ?" « We 
' cannot see him,'' was repeated In tones 
of mingled consolation and fear. Multi- 
tudes then vociferated, He is safe ! he 
is safe! his uncle is J}ringing him in his 
arms* He lives, he smiles, he runs, he 
kisses his senseless mother. Live, livei 
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O, injared lady, tfaf trials are all past. 
Hark ! 'tis thme own lovely child, who 
agam chaunts that reviving stram.. Let 
all listen to the sweet babe, for he siogs 
in the lady's cold dull ear, 

« Dearest mother, weU^aj V* 

Alicia slowly revived^ She heard not 
the sentence which restored her to life 
and fame ; she was even insensible to the 
joy of being saluted as the true, faithful 
wife of the Earl of Lancaster. She only 
saw her rescued child, whom, with a 
phrenzy of joy that amounted to agcHiy, 
she held to her heart, and looked wildly 
on all around her, even on the weeping 
Matilda and the faithful Leicester, as if 
they were going to tear him from her. 
It was a long time ere she could listen to 
a description of his rescue, or believe that 
Leicester, unappalled by her curses and 
invocations of infernal coadjutors to 
seize and torture him, pursued the mar 
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lignant Agatha with the same measured 
speed along the stair-cases and corridors, 
uiiable to overtake, but so near that his 
extended hand seemed within a span of 
the stretched-out arms of tlie beseeching 
child. The door, which opened on the 
turret, to which Agatha directed her 
flight,' closed with a spring, and the in- 
stant that it admitted heir, it shut out 
Leicester, and with fiira, apparently, 
every hope of young Edmund's preserva- 
tion. Here, menacing' self-destruction, 
and glorying at having secured the means 
of vengeance, she shewed the heir of so 
many hopes to^the multitude he was born 
to lead and protect ; pointed at the abyss 
dovm which she could precipitate him ; 
.and persuaded that any terms would be 
offered for his preservation, alternately 
shouted with triumph, and laughed with 
blaspheming impiety. But there was 
another way of gaining this pinnacle, un- 
known to Agatha, which Leicester m-'* 
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stantly explored, v^hile her attention was 
fixed on the crowd in the court. Henry 
felt his hand grasp young £dmund'$ ; he 
could not clearly state the rest, for he 
knew not whether he pushed Agatha 
over the battlements, or if the deed were 
her own. But the darling child vaulted 
to his bosom, and clung to his neck with 
the grasp of vital necessity, while he saw 
the wretched being, human only in bet 
form, descend in rapid whirls to the 
flmty pavement, where her guilty life aw* 
fully terminated. 
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CHAP. XXXVI. 

' He is a man, setting his fault aside, 
Of virtuous honour, whicb buys oat his fault; 
Nor did he soil the fact with cowardicei 
But with a noi>le fury, and fair spirit. 
Seeing his reputation touchM to death. 
He did oppose bis foe. 

Sbakiipxaiib.* 

-JGNORANT of the events lately re*. 

lated, Lancaster, and his faithful com- 
panion Humphrey de Qphun, pro^ 
ceeded toward the north* As the former 
had se^efi to assent to the proposal 
of seeking a refuge in the court of 
Scotland^ no intreaties could prevail 
on the brave Hereford to leave him^ 
His personal acquaintance with Bruce^ 
while he was a prisoner at his tpurr, 
might, he thought, be serviceable^ in be- 
speaking an honourable reception for 
the princely exile^ on the score of that 
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generous predilection which brave men 
feel for each other, and this, his own 
experience of the noble nature of the 
liberator of Scotland assured him would 
not now be withheld. 

The Earls conversed as they rode 
along ; but Lancaster felt his domestic 
woes too deeply to enter upon that themeJ 
From the maladministration of Edward, 
and the miserable condition of England, 
they wandered to the virtues of Robert 
Bruce and the state of Scotland, free and 
fiourishing under his able government i 
from hence the transition to the fatal 
confiict at Bannock was rapid. Hereford 
enumerated the deeds and the fall of 
each English captain of renown ; and his 
eyes again paid their oft-repeated tribute 
to the loyalty and princely virtues of the 
Earl .of Gloucester. 

But,** said Lancaster interrupting, 
with somewhat of the jealousy of partial 
friendship, this eulogium on the ^rand« 
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son of £dward the Great, ^ i$ 
my iriend silent to the claims of another 
hero, whom the endeared mtimacies of 
peculiar aflfection, as well as ardent at* 
tachment to the cause to which we are 
pledged, bound to both our hearts : our 
compatriot Guy de Beauchamp, on whom 
my sword bestowed knighthood, my com- 
panion in that disastrous campaign when, 
after the defection of the oth^r barons, 
Bilice droye me into the border fbr« 
tresises ? The strange vicissitudes of iny 
own fortunes have so engrossed my 
thoughts, that I am still ignorant of the 
manner of his death, though his mournful 
spirit visited me on the heights of Montr 
serrat, and pointed where the vanquished 
^ host of England, in fading flashes, ra« * 
pidly descended down the northern sky,^ 
while Scotland's symbol expanded as lord 
of the ascendant. Tell me, Hereford, 
how did Warwick fall, and name the 
Highland lairds and Lowland captains 

3 
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whom he first sacrificed to Matilda's 
beauty and England's glory I" 

** Are you then," said Hereford, the 
enly man in England who still remains 
ignorant that the death of Warwick, 
while it bathed every honest face with 
tears, stained the escutcheon of our king 
with the foulest suspicion ?*' He proceeded 
to narrate the circumstances. Men who' 
writhe under the pressure of recent injury 
are rarely candid* Lancaster's eyes 
flashed vindictive fire, while* he doubted if 
the man on whom even slander was able* 
to fix the imputation of poisoning the 
brave peer he had just ostensibly par- 
doned, could be the genuine son of ^ 
^magnanimous n[ionarch. Much unroyal- 
baseness, much revengeful meanness, 
aomething alike cowardly, cruel, and per- 
fidious, must have been discernible in bid 
conduct, before even an idiot could have 
been made to believe a King of England 
would drug the bowl of hospitality for 
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the noble guest wha sat unsuspidous at 
ius banquet.. 

Wrapped lit kdlgnant musings Lan«« 
caster rode on, till ^'om an eminence he 
discerned the sitisations of the mal 
oaths of Font^act and Sandal, yKhen he 
agm conjured Hereford to leave him^. 
His manner was that of a man bent on 
some desperate enterpnze, and De Bohun 
thus understood it» With aifectionate 
sternness, he exclaimed, i can die, 
-Lancaster^ and thou canst do no more^l 
My fortunes are thy fortunes ; thy king, 
shall be my king ; and now tell me what 
dost thou need, — my word, my purse, or 
my sword V 

Lancaster smswered, that his thriftless 
poverty vrould no longer attempt to throw 
away the treasure he so much needed. 
His bugle sounded, and a host of cuiras-^ 
siers instantly issued from the neighbour-^ 
ing wood, formed, and unfurled the red 
rose standard. Hereford understanding, 
K 4 
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tbat as a token of Lancaster's delermma* 
tion to appeal to arms, drew his sword/ 
aad asked his friend wliich way they 
should shape their course. 
; Lancaster pointed to Pontefract. " I 
have already told thee/' said he, that 
Heaven has not made me childless, but 
hell has interrupted my widowed sorrows/ 
by colouring up a fiend to be my torment. 
The EJng has awarded my son to a base 
impostor, who claims to be his mother; 
4 but my sword may maintain my paternal' 
right, and enable me to rescue my child 
irom that castle, and to take him with 
me to Scotland.*' 

When the fountain of justice is 
dry,'* answered De Bohun, deeds are : 
a better way of petitioning the throne th^n 
words. A nobleman may enter his own 
castle, and a father claim possession of 
his child, without unfurling the banner 
of rebellion." 
The Earl of Lancast^ spurred on his 
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horse, . and had now advanced to the 
river. On the opposite bank stood his 
horsemen, in con^lete array. He paused 
ere he passed the stream. The affections 
of the father and the patriot struggled 
for mastery : the one recalling the accu* 
sattons of Pendergrass> and his own so- 
lemn determination never to justify popu- 
lar insurrection^ by taking arms against 
his prince in revenge of his private 
wrongs ; the other presenting the insup- 
portable idea of his own child trained to 
abhor and abjure him, led about like a 
beggar's changeh'ng, the puppet of a 
cheat, and Surrey's slave. It was once 
the first wish of his heart to be known to 
posterity as the faithful friend of the King 
and realm of England. He had truly 
spokm when he told his mother that the 
domestic relations could not make him a 
more ardent lover of his country and 
the fears which suggested the possibility 
that those ties would counteract his sense 
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of public duty, were prophetical. Had 
he never been a husband or a father, he 
would not now have been a banished 
man, seeking protection from the enemy 
of England, or meditating an invasion of 
the public peace* He could have en- 
dured the consciousness of his own slan- 
dered fame, his dignity insulted, and his 
rights invaded, from the hope that the 
vicegerence of truth and retribution would 
return J but there were provocations 
beyond the reach of patfence, nainely> 
the incurable contamination of his son's 
principles, by the influence of the base 
tociety to which he was familiarized. 
Many brave avengers of his wrongs would 
in time arise> who, as Leicester pre- 
dicted, would cleanse the tarnished diadera 
of England ; but ere justice could be 
awakened from her trance,, and the voice 
of truth pierce the deaf ear of power, 
Edmund Plantagenet would be stamped 
with the indelible marks of a terrified* 



driveller^ oi a slothful voluptuary, eveir 
if the continuance of his life were still! 
deemed necessary to further the machina- 
tions of his father's foes* ^ That reflection 
determined him; but the front of his; 
offending should be no more than the 
recovery of his child; When loyalty 
squares with the first laws of our being, 
it is better to be a resentful subject than 
an unnatural father. " My young eaglet 
must not be stung to death by adders,**' 
said be, as dashing through the ford he 
presented himself to the armed array 
whom he had previously appointed to 
assemble in privacy near Pontefract.. 

He was received in silence, according^ 
to the prescribed injunctions. The coun* 
tenance of every horseman seemed to 
partake of the solemnity of his leader 
all touched their bonnets, in token of 
acquiescence, while he pointed to the 
turrets of the castle to which he had been. 
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informed Agail» retired' when the eltttes 
of De Lacy were awarded to liiar $ dEor 
his knowledge extended no further. Tbe 
Earls entered the gates^ meeting Bather 
with . resistance nor informadon ; the 
teniparary retinue which Agatha had 
collated were either dismissed to dieir 
ysual occupatbnsy or had formed her 
travelling suite ; and Lancaster stood 
with Hereford in the deserted hall ; the 
former blending the half frandc ra^e 
of disappointixMit with recollections no 
lesp painful) for here hd first , met hib 
k^t , Alicia^ whose viskxiary resemblance 
seamed to flit before him, end stimu^ite 
his respliition to recover her child ; .the 
4atter les^ping .on |be sword he wished to 
Jh^ve^aineTl with the blood of the usuriv^ 
ers of De Lacy's honours, and the pol- 
jl^er^ of that, residence wh^re he had 9a 
often enjoyed the cheerfial rites of hospi* 
^ity^ AU Was now bare, teoantkss, and 
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Meanwhile the horsemen^ seai'ching 
1^ eiiTBrons^ discovered the porter, who 
Mt the approach a force which he had 
BO means to resist, had set open the gates^ 
and endeavoured, to conceal himself* 
This man was dragged before th# Earl, 
and commanded that if he would preserve 
his Kfe, he should discover whither the 
Countess had fled. The man protested that 
he was ignorant of his lady's proceedings, 
and could only say that the valuable fur- 
niture had been removed to Sandal-castle, 
which place she frequently visited* The 
fury of Lancaster needed no other in- 
centive to fan it into an inextinguishable 
Uaze : the demon who corroded his 
peace, and cankered his£smie, was in the 
castle of his enemy. His son was also 
there, for the por^r said his lady nevdr 
suffered the young Sir Edmund to be out 
of her sight. One blow m^ht crush the 
jftwm. serpents, and IH^erate' the chihf. 
He foi^ot, in those strong paroxysms of 
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fory which the chilling association^ bon^ 
nected \yith Pontefract had conjured up^ 
^ his first design, of limiting his resistance 
to the laws to the simple act of taking his 
son with him to Scotland. Turning ta 
his horsemen, he asked who durst follow 
him to Sandal-castle. The answer wafr 
nnantmous, AH;'' and the Earl o£ 
Hereford demanded that he might shew 
way*. 

The intermediate space was quickly^ 
paissed ; but the assailants found the gates 
of Sandal secured, the drawbridge drawa 
up, and lights in every apartment. We 
shall surprize these revellers/* said Lan* 
caster ; while Hereford advised, th^t the 
greater part of their troop should conceal- 
themqelves behind the shade of a project^^ 
ing tower, while himself suid a few 
sM:t«Qdants asked admission as benighted^ 
^veilers. In return to their summons^ 
the warder answered thu the Earl of Siur*- 
rcy.was not in the castle,, and daring hb^ 
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absence no guests were admitted. Here* 
ford continued in parley, announcing his 
name, and pleading his necessity, to give 
time to one of his esquires to swim across 
the moat, who, creeping close under the 
walls, sprung from behind the buttress 
which supported the arched porch, and 
seized the unconscious warder, who had 
scarce time to spring the alarum before he 
fell lifeless at the foot of his opponent. 
The drawbridge was lowered, and the 
Earls with their troopers were within the 
couift, before the vassals of Surrey could 
close the inner gates, or concert any plan, 
of defence^ ' 
It was some time before the bud and 
reiterated supplications for quarter roused 
theclemency of Lancaster^ tostoptbework 
of destruction which his foUowersinstantly 
commenced on the retainer's of Surrey > so 
deeply was his attention fixed on the 
hdxid of revellers whom he had surprized^ 
But in the dissolute and now terrified 
ft 
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rout, he did not trac^ the features of any 
woman who coald pass for his lost Alicia^ 
nor could he find his child. Every hand 
and eye implored life, and every tongue 
seemed ready to confess all they knew of 
their lord's machinations. The Earl of 
Surrey was gone to London, with the 
Countess of Lancaster and the young Sir 
Edmund, to answer the allegations of the 
Abbess of Kirklee, of whose audacity in 
detaimng a vassal of their lord's, and his 
subsequent violation of her convent, they 
told an incoherent tale, from which Lan- 
caster could only gather that to brutality 
Surrey did not hesitate to add sacrilege. 

Casting a stem glance on the counte- 
nances of tbese women, whose manners 
announced them to be wantons^ and 
shuddering while they spoke of a womaQ 
bearing the name of his wife as their 
companion, and his son as their play- 
mate^ he was almost tempted to efiac€ the 
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stain with their blood. The momentary ' 
impulse was quickly counteraeted by that 
generous disdain which scorns to sacrifice 
those who cannot resist, and that decorous 
guardianship of the weaker sex which 
makes man deem the form of woman 
sacred, even when her polluted mind 
exhibits the fiend ratlier than the angel. 
He turned from these degraded beings, 
to muse on the cruel disappointment of ^ 
hk hopes, and the misery of havmg com- 
mitted an unwarrantable aggression, 
without fixing on his enemy such a share ' 
of turpitude as would exonerate him from 
the reproach of having broken the public 
peace, when Maud de Nersfbrd, the 
favourite courtezan of Surrey, either 
wrought upon by fear, stimulated by 
jealousy of her paramour's infidelity, or 
weary of a life equally miserable and 
guilty, gave a sign to the Earl of Lan- 
caster th^t .^he wished to speak fo hiiiti' 
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apart* Fortified against the snares of 
meretricious beauty, by the purity of his 
morals and the sincerity of his grief, and 
requiring no other protection from trea- 
chery than his native courage and skill int 
arms, he firmly grasped his sword and 
ran after her, as, holding up a lamp, and 
beckoning him to follow, she mounted 
the staircase that led to the apartments 
which his consort once inhabited. There^ 
drawing aside a crimson canopy sus- 
pended over the chair of state, she held 
up the lamp, and shewed him inscribed 
on the wall, in the well known characters 
of his lamented Alicia, the following 
solemn testimony of her wrongs and her 
fidelity. 

Dumb stones that xnaity a te£ou9 night 
Have seen me watch the wasting light>. 
To every dreadful fear a prey, 
Yet loathing the return of day, 

Which shewed unchanged my doom^ 
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Rttsin the impress of my woef, j; ^ 

And to my Lancaster disclose, 
That not in Wimbom's holy cell. 
But here, where fiends incarnate dwells 
I found a living tomb: 

A cold, faint stupor, resembling the 
immediate prognostic of death, withered 
the strength of Lancaster: he reeled^ 
and sunk senseless on the earth ; but re- 
vived in the arms of Hereford, who, more 
chary of his safety than himself,.ob$erving 
a woman beckon him away, and suspi* 
cious of some snare, followed him to 
this remote turret. At the same moment 
the chiefs exchanged inquiries ; Hereford 
eagerly asking where he was wounded^ 
and Lancaster asking what was become 
of his conductor. 

She has escaped,^' said Bohun, who 
seeing the Earl fall at the moment he 
entered the chamber, concluded that 
Maud had stabbed him, and hurled his 
javelin with misdirected fury to punish 
the crime. 
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Lancaster bitterly reprobated the deecf ; 
for though the lance of Hereford, guile- 
less of bloody trembled in the waU» lus 
rashness had sealed the lips of one who, 
he was well assured, could have given 
him full intelligence of his consort's fate. 
He was now certain that she had beeik^ 
surreptitiously conveyed frcnn Canfordy 
and in this castle, nay in this very room, 
had endured the extremities of grief and 
misery. Perhaps these walls still inclosed 
her, and his now silenced informant alooe 
knew the dungeon where she languished«' 
Intolerable suggestion, as neither of the 
Earls could recognize the features of the 
woman, who, half veiled and wrapped m 
her mantle, gave him a signal to foUow- 
her. 

After a minute but unavailing exanu« 
nation of the apartment, which afforded- 
no further discoveries, Lancaster re* 
turned to the hall, where Surrey's whole 
household were now assembled* These 
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he separately .interrogated , as to their 
knowledge of a lady whom their master 
had kept a prisoner, and whose libera- 
tion should procure their freedom, and 
preserve the castle. A persuasion that 
she was irrecoverably lost, made them 
tardy and equivocal in their replies. 
They, owned a lady had be^n brought to 
Sandal-castle; some said in a state of 
distraction, others, that she appeared 
dying. She was detained many months, 
and treated with great respect and kind- 
ness,'' said some; others unwarily ac- 
knowledged that their lord slew one of 
his pages who attempted to facilitate her 
escape. At last it was allowed that she 
seemed very wretched ; no one remem- 
bered seeing her smile ; all had beheld 
her in tears ! Was it known that this 
was the Countess of Lancaster?'' A 
genecal look of astonishment answered 
that question. 'The Countess of Lan- 
caster was a gay, happy lady, who 
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feasted, drank, hunted, and laughed 
ivith their lord. There was, indeed, a 
resemblance in their persons, a striking 
similitude in their voices. Lancaster 
trembled, while Hereford observed that 
If manners only stamped the difference, 
prosperous and adverse fortune changed 
the character. An incautious girl answer- 
ed, they could not be the same ; for 
some months before the Countess of 
Lancaster and her child first visited 
SandaUcastk, the melancholy lady tty- 
ing to escape, was drowned in the moat. 
Her veil and mantle were brought to 
Lord Surrey, who was instantly seised 
with one of those dire visitations to which 
he was subject/' 

Lancaster raised his bonnet from his , 
head, in an act of adoration. The ex- 
pression of his countenance vas inespves- 
ttble grief, blended with devout sttb- 
-mission, and even a grateful feelmg, that 
his Alicia had been preserved from disho- 
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povLTf that her fidelity had been lunim* 
pugned, and that she was thus mourn- 
fully distinguished from the wretch 
who dishonoured her name ; when Here- 
inquiries being answered by an 
assurance that, after the most minute 
search, the body had never been found, 
revived a faint possibility of her preser- 
vation. The impetuous Hereford pro- 
posed setting fire to this den of murder, 
and choaking, with its ruins, the water 
that had been Alicia's grave, when a. 
horseman sounded at the gate. Lancas- 
ter's men had gained possession of the 
countersign, and questioned the stranger, 
who readily answered that he was a 
knight, charged by the King and council 
of England with important dispatches 
to Robert Bruce; and having also a 
message from the Lord Surrey to his 
seneschal, he came to lodge that night 
in Sandal-casde» He was instantly ad- 
mitted, but remained ignorant of the 



castlc'g hating heeti^ sAzeffhj tW^fM-^ 
castrians, till he i*as con<lucted to tlfe 
great baB, ^where Hereford sat m ihk 
baron's ch^r of justice, and Lancaster 
reclined over it with a countenance per- 
sonifying the form of inexorable ven- 
geance roused by unpardonable provoca- 
tions. To -these stem ihqufeitors, thfe 
emissary was now Jed : he advanced with 
i courage6iis tnien, but as he passed the 
hearth affected to Stumble, and drawing 
a letter from hisbos'om, thre^ it into* the 
flames, from whi<^V unknot to hlttit 
it was snatched tod-c6liv^e<i to the Earf 
of Herefohi/^6 whbfn he yiis ^equireil 
to ddiver his^ dispatches. ' ' ' 

The khight atteihpted to grasp 
sword, but his arms were ihstaiitly iV- 
strained, and resistance was iihpbssibfel 
A pack^tj rtaAed^ with the rpyaF signed;" 
wia^ ts^ken from him, aild the ohly' 
inquii^'1i6'^ivas called tb answer' wa^;' 
did he fecet^e his conimis^ioh Iroid the 
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Siiigor from^hb counisU? .TheiMssen^ 
gcr was prompt ind bold In his an^wars^ 
saying he ivas a Iwineret in Earl Sor* 
rey's fiuitG) employed- on piblic busi* 
n^ss^ and charged, with royal credentials. 
He fiirtfaer added^ . that the masters 
whom he served were mighty, and would 
revenge any wrong that was* offered to 
their jservants or thdr.possessions. ' > ^ 
. *^ Of that we shall herea£(er stand 
question/V said the Earl of Hereford, 
^^ .This document is dir^ted to the 
King ofScotlandi and the impress tes^ 
tifies .that the council of . the King of 
England recognize Robert Bruce by that 
title. By virtue of our birth, as well as 
special commission, the Earl of Laac^ 
ter and myself are privileged to sit at 
that board and give our voice in its 
berations, consequently our repnie is 
committ^ by its dedsionfri^ We will 
therefore publickly eRamine on wbat iau 
.portant subject^ .lonching.lhe -weal^ 
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^it^ whom o^daUy wefactm coocfif;^ 
Im^ COUPStdle^ JUog Scixrard. to: com* 
fimne srith one whom he ithos^acIoDiow* 
1^;^ his ^ualia XBXskf and ta whom th» 
wwld bas img ascrihod a. rare pordQo; of 
fcwgly values/' » ,,.m 

tioa of thft WMtity of hia df|mtaiio% 
And thf^atencd to bear tastimoiiy s^aiottt 
^ txsdtorst Uimundful of lus 
f Apoiormg^^ ifae Earls peniaed the 
]>atcbes : the ch^ of HerS^oxid re4* 
dened tH^ith iage aad iJbame^ as» vnfh an 
lodig^antisttUe, he asked fab. compatriot 
\t be w^e now determined. Lancaata: 
gl^Ye i& resolute a$iwative». and look^ 
flit iSieur {idscmer^ wiuk continned fym, 
malUng all xo ^i^nesa thai he had been 
^diful to liia»empIo]p€pr8« /Her^ocd' de- 
termined him to beian audacious Jbisv^; 
Jmi Lmoastet, eten whUe kboBring 
sitfider.the Jivdtest anse of impardMia^ 



iaj^ries; ^erci^ his voirted isagnli^f 
Mktity, and answered lAs * cotIeagiie# 
^'He bears himsdlf liobly ; let ito t^wvQ 
of sheddifig maiiibeQiC blood/' AddraB9* 
mg the mvtyi Lanc^^er procei^de^^ 

i t^ni not. Sir Knight^ :oSeQd a brSiret 
man by urging t(ie power ^ I hate 6vei! 
his Itfe as d.m4isiv^ to induce him to dQ 
trhat hit coMcie«ice replrobaC^, * but i 
wduld ^ ybu, <m your daith as a 
Imighty and on your salvation 4s a 
iihristiany Immr ydu the purport of iht 
#mnd on which you are employed 

The knight answered that his dd^ 
meanour proved he considered it to be 
tiothuig mkbecommg an honourable 
man. Hcf was^ a noble born gentletnsHi^. 
educated ill Lbrd^Surrey^t 6ervice» from 
^hooi he received his spurs; but be 
^pras noc in the King^s s^ciets, nor wishcid 
to be m those of his patron. 

^< It is filing thn/' replied tlie £a>I 
of^ Hereford^ ^ you' shodd Imow M 
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^Her acMroBSfid to the Kitigsof S€Ot^io4 > 
if fwas'fiealed i^e ^K^'a sigaet/ 
:^bi6b wa6 8Qfi»iK}ded a NbUpH chaicf^ 
IMKbeiiliicated l^^ the great seal of £«g« 
Hfiidi The letter mvked Robert 3wGe 
t9 cbim whatever conditKMis of fieaoe 
judged 'hhi ku^dom's weal lequifed^ 
INTOjf ided be would speedily compass 
dea;ih of a man iaden with the guilt of 
tourder, sedition, and treason. - It thjea 
named, as tba proscribed person^ th^ 
£arl of Lancaster, who w^ about to 
«eek an asylum in his oourt. 

The kpigbt disdain^iUy disclakned 
sll knowledge of «uch treachery ; . but 
H^^ord proceeded, The hunted lion 
BHist learn a lesson from the fox, and 
the Lord Suirey's is among the aigoa-* 
tares of those who^ living persuaded the 
iUog (hat a treaty, writt^ in the blood 
^i$b«>pla|Mgenf^ wUl |ie>rast j^^Qdings 



mky-' ik^V^^^ iM^mi HbnotiMto 
^»tt^el!bileHia^ dlare- (t»<hiiP'li«Melj«iii 
^Satit' bpin' hiiiv brave' (^dekVour^fW 
f4d§^ tfi^ttthM^ of Ilisy-^ineejMi^BiiM 
i(<^(}P «idl<4-«rub#Iei9$, Bfifigli^yMt 

^eb' to tHIs ^fcbmeh^ Mi' iiikibsttiMxh 
fefo temp^ihtiUt, for the flatnes'^ htlft 
duly meked tke seiit, «Ii^c% |:fero^ ttt 
tb M!£> if the Lord Sd^> i« 6n^ eatii*^ 
consbreot piec^ Niiture^ hftiidytvAMll 
to ^i9^{)^vat^ mbf^te as •»«U^as fai hit 
^lic iJoUcy;'^ * ■' 

' Tke {trboilar's cheA ■ novr biusiidi 
v^h horroi*, as he antkripated* ft deoffl 
ti^kli helcaew Suirey's p^vfitte-coiAmd^ 
Hicatidfis'to hi& aeneschal urould justify') 
for vkey not'oaty umvelted ike titytoif^ 
c^tJs^tWV iili|)oitifre, ^^ iSM&iA 
^3 
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what fran^pcrted ih& Etktl of Lamtsftr 
-fronr the i&ctea«ton of de^r to tindic* 
energy^ *~ the ktelligeiite *bii 
beloved AHck was aKve^ that At fa&d 
«jppeakd to the King, md iiad hHa 
ifardwii into prison as a cfaeitf and a 
sbnderer. As, ho^reter, there w^S' a 
probability that Hei^ claims could n6t be 
silenced, the selxeschal commanded 
40 coHect all the doctAnents in his p6wer 
that might corroboratie the assertion^ tfiat 
ihe wandering sorcery was Counless 
of Lancs^ter. It also warranted him to 
put full cotifidence iti the bbarer, who, 
j^eside being announced as one w<»thy 
to be intrusted with the death-warrant of 
Lancaster, was acknowledged to be the 
inafcter of the vedsel which conveyed 
Alicia de Lacy from Canford^astle^ 

Mercy to such a cohiirmed and (p^ 
cious villain would have been injustice to 
society. " We sit in Surrey's seat of 
ju^cature/' said the Eatl of Hereford^ 
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ud save him the charge of feed- 
iDg one mi^reant. Erect the gaUow3 
opposite the gate at which, like a trust- 

. worthy knave^ expert and remorselefs, 
apt at falsity, and deaf to the pleadings 

. of irirtuous beauty, he delivered to his 
lecherous lord the wife of this princely 
£arL And, base ravisber ! though there 
i»as then no sword to rescue the dis- 
traught lady, call to mind, as the hang- 
man performs bis office, her unpided 
despair/' 

Down, down, accursed towers, 
which echoed with her cries said the 
Earl Lancaster. " Foul den of lust, 
intemperance^ and vblence ; never more 
•hall these walls resound with the voice 
of frantic revel, nor s6nd forth the op- 
pressor and his myrmidons to contami- 
nate innocence, and outrage honour/' 
He snatched a brand from the hearth 
as he spoke, and applied it to the carved 
tracery. His^ actim was imitated by his 
L 4 
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indignant followers. The castle, fired ifc 
an Ihindred places, quickly preserit^ed.aih 
tiniversal bla£;e; while the- abandoned 
inhabitants,- bardy eseaptng with/theilr 
Iives» wrung dbeir hands in silence as 
they witnessed the dwful conflagration of 
the scene of their criminality and their 
enjoyment. ' Its flames lighted the execu« 
tidn of that instrument of Surrey's crimes 
who had so boldly glossed over his in* 
famy with the mantle of courageous 
knighthood. By a singular coinddence, 
the gallows was erected close to the ye^ 
that had been rendered so memokabi^ by 
the fate of Eubulo, and his execrated 
remains were flung 6n the stony tumulus 
which marked the unburied relics of the 
late repentant youth. TUe fury of the 
Earl of .Lancaster being in some degree 
assuaged, by this act of justice, his sub« 
siding thoughts had time to determine on 
the measures instantly to be pursued. 
The blazing towers of Sandal, served 
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as a beacon to summon the neighbouring 
jl^eas^ntry^ whom the tyranny of Surrey 
le4 to vi^w th,e destruction of his castle 
^ an assurance of their emancipation 
|p)ih his yoke. These, with shouts, 
bailed the good Earl of Liancaster, and 
peered to enrol . under his standard. 
Hereford remarked this proifipt offer of 
service a$ an encouraging . omen, and 
poiz^ing to the conflagratfon, asked if 
that v^as to be their torch to light tl^^n:^ 
tp sepultures in Scotland. ^ Rather to 
direct me to burst the prison which c6a« 
tains my wife,'* answered Lancaster. " I • 
must proclaim my wrongs in the pre« 
sesice of our Kiqg and kinsman* . The 
fame of the^e summary acts of vindictive 
justice will doubtless speed before ine, 
and the^ palace, gates will be barred 
against my entrance. But the throne gf 
England shall tremble under Edward, if 
. I am unredressed.'* 

*V Ever brave and wise are your dec^- 
^ 5 
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810118^'^ answered Bohun. I Have 
many a stout heart in my earldom Vfho 
would Vke to Tisit London in your suite, 
and to help ymi ring^ a peal in the ears of 
their sleeping sovereignt I crave ycair 
pardon, Lancaster; for to my conception, 
Edward has forfeited^ that title and our 
allegiance." 

^ . Lancaster sternly answered that the 
oath which besmwed power on the King, 
vas meant to secure the life and property 
of the subject. The ^ise distinctions 
which hi^e^ sbce diat^age, been esta- 
blished, rendering the person of the 
prince sacred, and his ministers amenable 
for a misuse of his authority, were not 
understood; and the facile instruments 
of despotism went on unchecked by the 
dread of impending responsibility, till 
discontent ripened into a hurricane which 
shook the foundations of the monarchy, 
and overturned its head. Lancaster 
kissed the hilt of Us sword, and kneel* 



I 
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log, swore by the bloody trophies 
it had often gained him, that he would 
never more obey a foul conspirator, 
nor confide bi» Ufe to the specious] cle- 
mency of a treacherous pardon. Vio- 
lent measures being thus agreed upon, 
the noUemen parted to collect their re- 
spective friends, appdbting Burton^upon- 
Trent as their place of rendezvous, where 
they determined to proclaim the King 
incapable of government, and themsdves 
g«iar&tns of the succes«on of his son, 
and, as soon as they were in sufficient 
force, proceed to Londcm* 
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cHAfi xixvn. ' 

'Mm* honettf and I begin to square ; 
Tho' loyalty, .^ett hcld^ to fools does jaeie 
Our faitk mere folly : yet he, that si. in enduie 
TbMlov whb allcgiuice » lall^i Lordt • ' 
Does conquer him that did hia master conquer, 
' And earns a place Tth' stoi}'. 

J^ISCONTENTi;D au^itiw bad ^ 
; ready: added domestic ^ar t(>:t]|e 
overflowing cup Qf j^gland's; Inttejin^s^.. 
The factions of Mortimer and Spenser 
opposing each other^ appealed to the» 
sword i and the former, affecting to ]cia 
the patriotic lords, iaid waste the laad^ 
and burnt the castl^$ of the King'^s favou* 
rites. For this offence the chie£s of that 
fiame had been seized and committed fo 
the tower, where sentence of death wM: 
passed upon them, ^he aged assassin pi 
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£mma Aiidley's sons died in that gloomy 
residence ; but powerful influence sus- 
pended the sentence of the gentle Mor- 
timer^ who, seture of aa intercessor, 
even while in prison was bold enough 
to attempt to make himself master of the 
fortress where he lay, and his plot being 
discovered, he was a second time doomed 
to a public execution: but escaping 
every danger^ and cunningly liberated 
from tliraldom, he took refuge in France, 
from whence he returned to fill up the 
measure of his own iniquities as the 
fmnifiher of an unjust prince. This 
task he executed with implacable 
severity, as is generally the case when 
the Almighty delegates the rod of his 
vengeance to those who, hardened by 
habits of vice, are disposed to n>ark what 
is done amiss, rather than to temper 
judgement with mercy. After the bar« 
barous assassination of one who was less 
criminal than himself, Roger Mortimer 
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tennbated his career by sufiermg the 
d^rved death of a rebel aad ruckle. 

The Earl of Lancaster's friends wen 
not idle. Assembled in parUament, Acf 
voted the banishment of the Spensers ; 
but the cabzl who now governed £ng- 
gland were of a .different order of men 
from the weak, voluptuous foreignetv 
whom they succeeded in the invidious 
distinctions of the King's love and the 
people's enmity. Comprehending numy 
e powerful baron^ energetic and arbitrary 
a& well as asf^ic^^ they had not, left 
themselves without resources ; aad in- 
stead of submitting to the sentence of 
exifey they collected a powerful forae* 
which) with the King at their head^ bade 
defiance to opposition. The Queen was 
first gratified by the nun of the adl>Ie« 
man from whom she hsid received' a 
private insult ^ the castle which rdused 
her the rights of h'oqaitality was burned, 
and Its owner hanged. The people who 
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had bee& kept neutral by a proclamadonf, 
signifying that the King only took arms 
to avenge this indignity to his consort^ 
w€te alarmed at seeing the royal army 
augmented instead of dispersed, and 
marching northward with the avowed 
intent of dismantling Warwick-cslscle, 
in consequence of the new Earl's hatmg 
given indications of a disposition to in- 
quire into the cauise of his predecessor's 
deadi« 

The proceedings of the Earls of 
Hereford and Lancaster were instantly 
known at court. England, though the. 

seat of men of mighty minds/' has 
ever also *^ contained a nest of hollow 
llosoms /' and the falling fortunes of "a 
master, however kind and worthy, look 
ti«eilielidous in the eyes of cowardice, 
and suggest to treachery a hope, that by a 
timely removal of one of its supports, tfa^ 
ruia thus accelerated may furnish mate* 
rials fot a decent edifice, in which the 
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traitor it ay sit secure, j^ba^P^^^ ^Ji ^ 
vine of pleaty. , r 

aixe most, troisted ki^igtu V^ .fbe^^Wl^ 
of {fee Earl of Lancaster, gail^ ov^^iby 
ikt cpurt» acted as a'spy iipoa his lord's 
aciicm^. $ir Robert Holland, discpvoriiig 
. that tike Kiag'3 eamity to his master. w%s 
fomepted by advisers who wottldnotis^pg 
.at half measures, but woi^ld yjse ajoijy. 
mie^n^ to compass the ruio oiv which th^ 
were determined, meditated on th^ p^- 
pediency of securing himself. Not pi^jy 
was Lancaster's desire of sequring an 
asyluni with Robert Bruce disclosed, tp 
. Kipg JEdward, as soon as it was eater- 
taiQied, as also ^ the Earl pf Herefoi^d's 
determined adherence to . th^ fortunes «f 
bis, friend ; but a warning wa& given tbiit 
, some sudden explosion miglu; be .e2:pe<;t- 
ed» frpm the gloomy, reserve and sullen 
anger of his general deportment} a^d 
whep jthe ^torrn bujrst on Sandal-Castle^ 
a trusty esquirp was hastened ,.to inform 
7 
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the King that the die was cast, the two 
Earls in open rebellion, and himself dis- 
patched to the north, to raise the vassals 
of the couiities palatine, while Lancasteir 
collected the retainers of De Lacy in the 
neighbourhood of Pontefract. The mes- 
senger returned with equal speed to 
advise Holland, that the royal army, 
dated by their easy conquest of Lord Bad- 
desmere, had already proceeded norths 
-wards, md would soon be heard of at 
Warwick. His own instructions wer^ 
that while he ostensibly executed hi$ 
-commission, he should confer privily 
with Sir Andrew Harclay, the governor 
of Carlisle, whom he would thus make 
acquainted with such knights and gen<^ 
tlemen in Cheshire and Lancashire, who 
preferred their feudal lord to their sove- 
reign i and when all was ripe, Harclay 
could easily collect the border g^isona, 
and defeat a new-raised levy betrayed by 
their leader. Then proceeding, onwards. 
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they were to cut off the retreat of the 
iEarls into the north, while the royal 
army, advancing from Warwick, would 
prevent their design of pressbg toward 
London. 

The ifisturbed state of the kingdom, in- 
terrupting the regular communications, 
it was in the power of Holland to conceal 
from the Earl of Lancaster all knowtec^ 
of the King's state of preparation, or die 
intelligence that Alicia's cause would be 
tried at Kenilworth, till the agomzed hus- 
band had braced on that mail which af- 
terwards it was more dangerous to hj 
aside than to retain. The post which the 
Earl of Leicester dispatched to communi- 
cate the happy tidings that his wife and 
ton were safe in the protection of his 
iriends, and the base conspiracy dissolved, 
sought him at the court of Scotland. 
Ignorant -on his part of his brother's 
intention to rescue his child fit>m his 
enemies by force, Leicester himself £^U 
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lo^ed his mcsseager to the bankaof the 
Forth, to invite the man of many woes 
to meet on the borders of England the 
ftlthftil consort, who was journeying to 
join him as rapidly as her frame, ex- 
hattBied by a succession df miseries, would 
permit* 

Even on the first day of her deliver- 
9Sice, while the arm of her rosy boy 
circled her aeok, impressed by his ar- 
defti kisses part of his own bloom on 
her faded cheek, atul with honidd ac* 
caits told h^ how tenderly he loved Ins 
own dear, true mother, Alicia felt but 
' partially blest : h&r lord did not share her 
ieitcity} he was in exile, afflicted, de- 
solate. No assurance ilhat he was well, 
no dependance on' the care and consola- 
tions of faithful Hereford, who now seem- 
ed in her eyes more than human, could 
allay her longings to heal the anguish 
and partake the lot of him she best 
lovedf Dear and generous Leicester, 



i»>o^,,;lMn4 ,I^tilda,"isaW die, i^pe$k 

]{^(;p&cUing interview will oblMemteiidUt 
Where now rests that head^ ^m^^ wbioh 

^eyitiies liave< planti^d a liumif i 
low ? Have I not proscribed ih^^prinmljD 
waaderer from the soil wbkb only-^Ut 
virtaes co^ld ameliorate? The kdigenft 
a^k their benefactor} the vI^ivqm^ 
th^ir patron; England, her pfttm>t.n tf 
I cannot give them, baek i hm^ 
driven from them, at }em him^SfMi 
restore Lancasiter tp himseifb aa^ mrifie 
an^eteipal OQncord between h^.andlw 
coQspencei by shewing him Ins.dithfid 
wife at his &et, blessiilg hun^forjhetiiiU 
he imposed on her fidelity^ aiad bqaMR^ 
that shejs not only worthy of hisi'^nrvs 
giye^essyt but evem of his confi^enoe w4 
l^ve^. ChpQS^ the. fle^i;^ steed^Xisk^ 
tejrf^ I will trawl ^xfuhjou ^ ipr Q^y s|mc 
hai5 long enured m^tO:b||4ily endurai^oife 
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flay ci^Id> whom I will only deprive of 
Jws father's first embrace^ and then com- 
nmd to bis arms as a present solace and 
^ur« support/^ 

' Tte strength of the Countess of Lan- 
iea»cer wasr not equal to her "zeaL A se- 
vere indisposition retarded, her departure 
Jrodi Kefiilworth ; and when she was 
abfe to travel, she was obliged to submit 
M the dow cdnveyance of a'litter, and t6 
pMHie&i bf short stages, . The society of 
lf»t> t>elo¥ed child, ^ her friend Mai- 
«kbi, would have made the most tedious 
mivel delightful, had not the loiig-de- 
htfed hope of meeting her husbtod mag- 
nffied the usual difficuMes of a journie^ 
performed m a stat^ of indisposi(ion at a 
severe -season, Leicester,' as has beeii 
already observed, had speeded befote to 
Edinburgh, to consult with hfe brother on 
what measures c<mld be taken to expedite 
his^ retondliatibfl to Kiftg £dward ; and 
he kftthe charge of cond^etl^ the ladies 



to Sir TboBias Withers^ a gallsuit knigbt-^ 
and feithfully attached ta the house of 
iiancaster. The esci^t coofskted of &&f 
chosen lancers^ a number si^ffictent to orerK 
awe banditti j but too to excite jea- 
lous in.the countries through wfaiclilliey 
passed. They earned with them tents 
and other necessaries for ibeir journey^) 
and were enjoined to devoid any inter* 
coarse with the inhal^taatsf k beii% 
Leicester's especial wish tfaa^ at ^bi$ 
time, the court should tmi no grovi^ 
for charging him with exciting po|Kiter 
discontent. 

When the triiveUers: ijirrived in ikt 
neighbourhood whieh had been theses 
of Alicia's severest iriak^ she coulidnoc 
resist the strong de^e she ^ek tp Kpose 
^ce mopre in Kirklee's happy wails^ to«^e>- 
late to the dear and vaserable consoler of 
her griefs^ the triumph wlueb she had 
gained over her enemies^'tlmd to describe 
her restored prospects* of €0linybit(.^i^^ 
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piae$s* LoDg and strict was the embnice 
in which Lady Emmeline held lier fa^f 
loved p^oicent^ while in weepiog silence 
bI^ listeMd to her antkipations of goldea 
days with her honoured and hek>ved 
lajQC^ster^ restored to his /country and to 
^ Kill's confidence^ by a full discoarery 
of the guilty projects of his enemies* 
^ You look incredulous^ my honoinred 
nether/' said Alicia; trust. for once 
my happy divinations* I have that at my 
hearty wjhich tdls me all will finally be 

Doubtless, dearest daughter, it will,'^ 
answered Lady Emmeline ; " for the de- 
s%na of Providence are not limited^to the 
bounds of time. There is a woi:Id where 
the path of the upright is not crossed by 
human, passions, nor rendered dangeroua 
by the ecradc course of those ministers of 
j^vine vengeance who are necessary in 
ttiis state of .«ioral discipline. In tbft 
worlds motives are judged ; but. this only 
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taket eogokance of actiolifi. ' Thife; I 
^oubt not, thyself and thy^ noble husbftad 
Mtl, like twin stars, shine sersMly and 
f£mousiy. But prepare thy nuod^stiH 
10 sobintt to privatiOM aftd eorrows,. till 
<di0a ait Iftyertted from this low€sr sf^ere^ 
over which yon planet sheds a ymnmg 
Jigfat. Her fuli^orbed splendour 19 but 
the harbinger of her wane, while her ex;« 
tinguished light announces her retunm^ 
increase ; thus she diffuses to us a muta* 
bility similar, to her owiu ^ Fray Jht a 
peaceful transmission to a region which 

above her influence.'^ 

The abbess blest Alicia and her child, 
and left them to repose, while alie wat 
closeted with Lady Matilda^ to whom die 
communicated the heart-ren^g ntcffi* 
gmce, that the Earl of Lancaster had 
tak^en arms to rescue his wife from prison, 
sgid, after ha^ng burnt Sandal-tasile, 
was marching for Londo»f but that, bts. 
tiayed by his confidential kmght^ and cnt 
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oSfyHMi dfasomrc^, the 'Kh^ ^«k& a 
^pi^ful uxaxyf hemmed him aw on lite 
QQuttiy mhile the goveraof of .Caxiisle bad 
gdvaiiQ^^ ^ad prevented the possibUiity 
of his. retreat to Scotland. Few troops 
were wi(h him} the activity of the King 
l^mderod the £arl of Hereford from 
bringing up, his Wdsh levies : he faad^ 
however, been personally joined by many 
a bold baroft and gallant knight^ whose 
love for him would not permit them to 
remain at home while his standard was 
flying in the field, though they saw it was 
surmounted by the sable plumes of death. 

£re ifa^ at^ess had finished her painful 
iiii^Iigence, a horseman sounded at the 
gate, and rushiag iato the cloisters^ de« 
mandfd taspeak with the Countess ciLei- 
cester^ : It was Sir Thomas Withers: hi9 
countenancis was like that of a man who 
ha$ just;^t an iinearthly messenger, and 
hoard hi^ annp^e that he would be ia^ 
stimcly §s§ae^tedt. ;Xoo vmh ei^grossisd 
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\if the fearful tidings of which he was the 
bearer, to consider the indecorum of vio- 
lating the sanctuary of vestal piety j he 
grasped the Lady Matilda^s robe, and 
piteously exclaimed, that he had seen 
' the Earl of Lancaster, seen him a pri- 
soner, ^ — the worthiest peer in Christen- 
dom degraded and insulted by^ a bru- 
tal soldiery, — bound on his favourite 
charger, his hair shorn, his head crown- 
ed with ivy, his features covered wKh mire. 

In this manner," continued ^'^ithers, 
smiting his breast, are they leading him 
to his own castle of Pontefract. More I 
know not, — more I never wish to know. 
Would to heaven I had died fightingrby 
his banner 1 Blessed are they who have 
spilt their heart's blood in his service, ere 
they knew the issue of this last desperate 
contest i'* 

Withers now proceeded to state, that 
finding all the passes to the'south secured, 
the Earls pressed northward; .but at- 
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tempting to cross the rivter ture, at Bo- 
i-ough-bridge, were opposed by Sir An- 
drew Harclay aiid his northern forces. 
The numbers were unequal, but the con- 
test was terrible, till the brave and faith- 
ful Bohun, after having cleared the bridge 
by a vigorous charge, was slain by a 
towardly assassin in £farclay*s bands, 
- who, going under it, pierced him with a 
ispear, through the chinks of the boards, 
of which wound he instantly died. The 
soldie2% of Lancaster, disheartened at 
this disaster, fled, but their leaders re- 
niained. These formed a faithful band 
Ground the Earl, and in vain attempt- 
ed to rally the deserters. They next 
made an effort to gain the fastnesses 
in Richmondshire, and from thence re- 
treat by the eastern road t(\ Scotland, but 
being closely pressed, only a few of the 
tugitives escaped; the Earl was taken 
|)risoner, with fourscore and fifteen 
knights, who, true to the Ifst, resgU^ 
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to die with him that had long been the. 
polar star which led them to honour in 
the senate and glory in the fields 

Withers now requested Lady Matilda's 
instructions. Though his band consi^ed 
of tried veteranis, they were too few to 
attempt a rescue; and he was not only 
charged with the precious safety of the 
Countess of Lancaster and^ her son, but 
was also the conservator of Leicester's 
allegiance, whom it would be madness to 
commit, in a hopeless cause^ by an act of 
unjustifiable rashness. It could not be 
denied that the Earl was taken prisoner 
in open rebellion. In strictness, his life 
and estates were forfeited; and though 
they who held in their hands the bloody 
scourge of the law would not stay its in- 
flictions to inquire what were the cruel 
provocations which stimulated the ag-^ 
gressor to resistance, it was still hoped 
that the King would hesitate to imbrue 
kis hands i% ;hi$ kinsman's bloods Cle^ 

7. 
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mency was once the best feature in Ed^ 
ward's character: hi's mercy must be 
humbly supplicated. Pferhaps satiate with 
the humiliation and wretchedness of the 
causers of Gaveston's death, he might 
consent to recollect the friend and cpm-^ 
panion he had once loved; and the sub* 
|ect from whom he had received essential 
services. At least, from respect to his 
own race, he might ^llow Lancaster to 
enjoy the comforts of his domestic re- 
lations Jn exile, even if he would not per^ 
mit the injurious treatment which the- 
^arl had received from the conspirators 
against his peace and honour totally to 
fxtenuate the crime of rebellion. 

But who should be the pleader ? Who 
shot^ld attempt to make royal apathy 
recojgnize the force of those impetuous 
feelings, which stimulate the husband and 
jthe father to enterprizes, not only pe- 
rilous, but also such as conscience in 
cooler moments recoils from ? Who 
M 3 
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should dare to reiterate in. an ear only 
attuned to flattery, the hated name of a 
man, ivho, vfhen standing high in un^ 
blemished rectitude, dared to reprove hi$ 
backsliding priQce, and to thwart those 
ipeasures which aimed ' at domestic des- 
potism, md ensured foreign degradation ? 
Who would presume to ask mercy for 
that stem judge ^d executioner, whqf 
shewed none to the worthless favourite^ 
whose unappeased blood, in Edward's 
opinion, still drew down measureless 
jcalamities on England ? A faithful he- 
roic wife, ready to die with him sh« 
loved, but unable to live if one effort to 
preserve his life remained untried, must 
be prepared to undertake this office. 
Alicia had one more pang to endure ere 
the curse of Agatha was fully verified. 
She had with meekness and contrition 
repeatedly acknowledged her own faujts^ 
yet still felt proud of her husband's un« 
guestioiied excellence ; but she must 
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now also confess, that he had been pre« 
capitate and disloyal ; that in spite of re* 
peated abjurations, he had drawn the'* 
sword of civil contest in a private quarrel: 
against his sovereign, and instead of her. 
former cry of justice for the noble Lan* 
caster, she must now sue for m^cy. 

Lady Emmeline was requested to pre# 
pare Alicia for this undertaking*^ The 
venerable abbess paused over her pillow 
ere she discharged her tasky while many 
a tear testified her lively participatioi^ of 
the keen sympathies of social life. The 
mother and boy, clasped in each other'9 
arms, lay locked in happy slumbers. 
The repose of the child was profound 
and unconscious ; it was that obliyion of 
thought which best repairs the waste of 
nature, and gives elasticity to the weary 
faculties; but Alicia's brow bore the 
impression of thought, though her smiling 
countenance evinced that her night vi- 
sions were soothing to her soul. She / 
M 4 
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supposed herself still journeying to meet 
her lord ; and already saw the waters of 
Tweed stretch like a silver chaia to part 
the contending kingdoms, that so often 
spumed their gentle barrier. She beheld 
the blue mountains of Cheviot peering 
over each other's heads, and skirting the 
horizon ; while on the fpre-ground her 
fency created a troop of horsemen, mar- 
shalled under the Red Rose banner, and 
her own Lancaster galloping at their 
head. She heard him say, We meet 
in happiness and she sprung forward 
to throw herself at his feet, but awoke 
in the arms of LadyEmmeline; awoke to 
a severer misery than she had yet ever 
known* 

The faithful friends by whom Alicia 
was surrounded, anxious to guard the pre- 
cious scion of a noble house, would not 
listen to her proposal of setting out im- 
mediately with her child for Pontefract. 
This might be only adding the destruc- 
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tron of the son to the death of the father. 
The King was known to be at Y^rk j 
nothing decisive could be done without 
bis sanction ; thither then it wa^ propo^d 
that the Countess .should hasten, as soon 
as Withers returned from Pontefract, whi- 
ther, be had been dispatched to know in 
what manner they proceeded against their 
noble prisoner to whom he was charged 
to communicate how near at hand was 
his faithful wife, who Jived hut to love 
his person, and obey his wiUv 

Ere evening Withers returned: A 
supernatural share of fortitude appeared 
communicated to this long'^suffering lady, 
enabling her nobly to sustain her final 
struggle^ But thus does Divine assist- 
ance often interpose in aid of native weak- 
ness; and read a humiliating lesson to 
the boastful pride ojF self-depenctent he- 
roismi Not with selfish apathy,, intent 
only on its own preservation; not with^ 
tjaat petrifying horror which, by benumb-- 
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i^g every faculty, renders theiix all inca* 
pat)Ie of useful exertioii i but with col- 
lected attention, and determined, duty, 
did Alicia listen to a tale which might 
bave broken the stoutest heart ; for Wi- 
thers stated, that with hundreds of weep- 
ing witnesses, he saw the Earl of Lan- 
caster tried m his own hall at Pontefract, 
for treason and rebellion, and doomed 
to. undergo the full severities of the law. 
Th.e equity of tbjs sentence will be pro- 
perly estim.ated by posterity, when they 
ir^flect. that hi$ personal enemies sat as his 
.judges. Among these were the two 
Spensers, now Earls of Winchester and 
Gloucester, who well knew, that not 
.only, the success of their ^nibitious 
schemes, but their personal safety, de- 
(pended.on his death;, Pembroke, who 
.E^ver forgave his execution of Gaveston; 
Surrey, the brutal ravisher of his wife ; 
suxd Arundel, the brother-in-law and 
crea,ture of the latter* Withers blushed 
indignantly on addiijg the name of the 
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King's brother, the Earl of Kent, un- 
mindful how soon a young affectionate 
heart is misled to become an unresisting 
agent in the hands of those it loves. 

The friends of Alicia crowded round 
her, but she waved her hand, signifying 
that consolation was alike ineiScacious and 
superfluous. " A little longer, hold but 
a little longer my throbbing heart!" said . 
she, pressing her bosoni ; turn round 
the wheel of life till every duty is dis- 
charged, and then cease from thy la- 
bours ! Say, Withers, was my Lan- 
caster's agony long, or^as his trial as 
brief as the judges were partial? Saw 
you the sufferer afterwards-? Knows he 
that I live his faithful wife, and that his 
child is rescued 

" All, dearest lady, he knows all ! A 
few minutes decided his fate ! Many wit- 
nesses attested that he had borne arms ^ 
and little more time was required than 
sufficed for each proud juror to add.a« 
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gibe to the pre-determmed condemnation. 
As Lord Leicester's servant I gained per- 
mission to speak to him, when he was 
led Back to his prison. He reveres, he 
loves your virtues. He bids me tell you 
that he- shall meet you in happiness. He 
sends bis blessing to his son ; but there 
is an office, lady, which he requires yoa 
to undertake, if yoa have courage to dis- 
charge it.*' 

If I have a soul capable of that ^korld 
of happiness, where neither tyrants nor 
traitors- can divide faithful lovers, but 
where I never shall meet the beloved 
who invites me to Tt, if my courage 
palters with my duty — Give, give !** con- 
tinned she, eagerly snatchmg a crystaB 
wm which Withers drew from his cloaffc 

I know Its contents ; *tis to the Kingy 
an imperative appeal from the sepulchre 
®f his father/* 

" Thy husband, lady,"" resumed Wr- 
thers, mournfully, before I dragged 
bis soaring spirit down again to the earthy 
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^as all plumed and prepared for paradise. 
As he fled from battle, m a hermitage on 
the Swale, he met Father Nicholas, who 
offered him . the protection of his habit 
and cell ; but be bad wedded himself to 
the fortunes of those gallant captains who 
were faithful to him unto death. He 
designed with these to cross the river, 
and gain Scotland by the eastern passes ; 
but the holy man convinced him of his 
offences in appealing to arms, when he 
stated, 'that after an arduous conflict jus- 
tice had asserted her rights, and one au*- 
dacious criminal by her self-infiicted 
punishment evinced the interposition of 
heaven. More passed which he did not 
disclose, save that he- was ready to pay 
the penalty he had incurred. But when 
I told him thou wast at Kirklee, ready to 
put his son into his. arms, his stout heart 
melted ; and after many a struggle he 
yielded to sue for royal grace. Thou 
must be the pleader, lady, and deliver to 
the King this sacred deposit, preserved 
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by thy noble husband in all his perils, 
and meant to be the partner of his 
grave." 

Before the succeeding noon the palace 
at York was besieged by the tears and 
supplications of numerous pleaders, sworn 
never to rise from the earth till grace was 
obtained. To add solemnity to Alicia's 
intercession, the nuns of Kirklee quitted 
their hallowed inclosure, and,, headed 
by their abbess, prostrated themselves 
in a long line before the King, holding 
up to him those pure hands which they 
were only accustomed to elevate in devo- 
tion.. The lovely Matilda knelt by Alicia's 
side ; and the young heir of Lancaster^ 
though uncomplying and royal in his 
nature, ^as taught to bend, and prefer 
the prayer of innocence for a father's^ 
life. Still the ELing appeared inexorable. 
With all the narrowness of revenge act- 
ing on a mean mind, he exulted in the 
reflection that it was Gaveston's mur>. 
4erer who needed his pardon}, that it 
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wjLS Lincoln's daughter who sued for 
clemency. More proud of his conquest 
over his best and bravest subject, than 
he would have been if the Scottish thistle 
and the French lily had , been ester-r 
minated, and the English rose had spread 
from Guienne to Lochaber, he looked, 
spoke, and thought like one who touched 
the summit of human greatness. What 
had he now to fear ? In the south, the 
centre, and the north of his kingdom^ 
his arms had triumphed over menacing 
disloyalty, and open insurrection.. The 
castles of Leeds, Warwick, and Ponte* 
fract had opened their gates i and he had 
thrown down the standard of defiance in 
every county where it had been un^ 
furled. 

With cruel contempt Edward affected 
to misunderstand the object for which. 
Alicia interceded. He told her that he had 
already considered what was due to his 
own blood, and repealed the ignominious 
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part of the sentence : " We will be as 
lenient to our recreant cousin," said the 
King,. " as he was to our faithful friend, 
the Earl of Cornwall. Itisteai of a 
tndtor's full doom, the decencies of the 
axe and scafibld have been prepared, and 
the execution is tempered with the mercy 
of spiritual assistance.**' 

Have been prepared !— Is tempered ! 
' — What, is the warrant already issued j 
are ^he relentings of mercy cut off, 
before this sight could open its sluices 
Alicia lifted the veil' from the vase as 
^ she spoke, and taking off the cover, dis- 
closed to the King the embalmed heart 
of his father. Speak," proceeded 
she, sacred rc^ic of him. who was in- 
deed right royal. Hast thou not been 
kept from thy long desired holy sojourn,, 
to waken in thy son the most divine at- 
tribute of princes ? O heart, less wor- 
thily imbued with these odorous spices 
than by the courage of a Christian knight,. 
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and the fervour of domestic affections 
of which thou wast the seat, plead to him, 
to whom, with a great and glorious 
crown^ thou didst also leave the assurance 
of thy esteem and confidence in one, who 
has worn thee as knights wear the m- 
^ signia of an imperial order ; call my 
Lancaster thy chosen friend, and trusted 
captdn ; say that the man to whom the 
heart of a d^d king was so precious, 
could not be disloyal to a living sove- 
reign. Urge the merits of a life of 
obedience against the rashness of a 
ihoment. Royal heart, thou too wast 
impetuous, but it was the impetuosity 
of true greatness. What were thy 
throes of tenderness, when thine Eleanora, 
at the hazard of her life, drew the poi- 
sonous ichor from thy livid wounds ? 
And surely, had thy faithful partner been 
torn from thee by iniquitous conspirators ; 
hadst thou seen her assaifed by an accu- 
mulation of horrors, wronged in her 



( ^58 ) 



birth-right, injured iii her fame, impri- 
soned, nay, menaced with death ; would 
even the altar of the God thpu didst so* 
truly worship have secured the villain- 
ravisher from thy sword ? No, Edward, 
would have saved his consort, though' in 
so doing he had overwhelmed a main 
pillar of that proud fabric, which it was- 
the study of his life to erect and beau* 
tify." 

For a while the King was silent, un- 
xyilling to spare his enemy, yet unable to 
subdue the lively pleadings of compunc* 
tion, now rendered more ppignant by the 
renewed sense of those neglects to which 
thi^ unsepulchred relic of his illustrious 
father bore a shameful testimony. Burst- 
ing from Alicia's grasp, he retired to his 
closet, followed by the general cry of 
" Mercy, gracious prince, mercy on the 
Earl of Lancaster !*' 

He is gone to deliberate, under the 
most happy auspices,'' said Lady Matilda 
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to Alicia; his eyes are filled with 
tears, and he is followed by the good 
Bishop Stapleton. Our supplications will 
pierce his Retirement. Be comforted, 
dearest sister, all will yet be well. Joy I 
joyl a train approach the palace j. my. 
Leicester tromes, I know his pennon. He 
enters now, conversing with thy lord's 
confessor, who seems to have ridden ra^ 
pidly from Pontefract. They will joia 
their resistless rhetoric to the simple elo-* 
quence. of our untutored griefs. We 
shall, I trust, hear that thy lord is well^ 
fighting manfully against this l^t effort of 
his enemies." 

At the same moment, from opposite 
entrances, the Bishop of Exeter and the 
confessor entered the chamber of au« 
dience. The former announced that the 
King spared his kinsman's life; the 
latter only said that the Earl behaved in 
his last struggle with a* magnanimity 
worthy his character. Mercy had been 
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slow and deliberate but rievenge was. 
prompt and active,- They who had per- 
suaded the King to sign the death-warrant 
of Lancaster, well knew that it was not 
an instrument which should rest in in- 
activrty. Delay might frustrate their 
malice ; through fear, or from clemency, 
Edward might countermand his perihis-^ 
sion ; to make all sure, their bloody sen- 
tence was executed as soon as it was 
ratified by the royal signature, upon a 
hill near Pontefi-act, amidst a vast assen> 
blage, whom despair and astonishment 
deprived of all power of concerting' 
means to rescue their darling chieftain; 
Yet, notwithstanding the opposition of 
the King^ troops, drawn up in arms to 
guard the execution, the weeping mul- 
titude crowded round the body. 

And dipp'd their napkios in his sacred blood 
Yea, beggM a hair of him for memory; 
And dying, mention'd it within their wills^ 
Bequeathing it as a rich legacy 
Unto their issue* 
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The Earl of Leicester returned too late 
to save his brot^ien Burning with unex- 
tinguishable rage and grief, his first care 
was to remove Alicia and her son to the 
strong fortress of Kenilworth, where^ 
while that ruthless proscription raged^ 
which drenched the scaflFolds with a de« 
liige of blood, iinknown since the times 
of the .Norman conquest, the most steady 
protection preserved her from danger, 
and the kindest solicitude soothed her 
anguisih. When horror subsided into 
grief, it was the dearest occupation of the 
noble Lancaster's surviving friends, to 
listen while the confessor described the 
death-scene, and delineated the character 
of his lamented penitent. 

" Among the rare qualities of his na- 
ture,'* said the discerning priest, that 
great man possessed such tenderness 
of consciencie, and proneness to self- 
condemnation, as the pride of baser spirits 
falsely considers to be ignoble. So lofty 
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were his conceptions of the virtues wKch 
his religious obligations prescribed, that 
as his most faithful endeavours ever fdl 
short of the model before him^ so bis sus- 
ceptibility inade him feel the frailties of 
humanity as indelible stains ; and the 
mistakes and lapses which he confessed 
and deplored to God he never would 
justify to man. If he looked with se^ 
verity on the faults of others, that severity 
was mercy compared to what he exercised 
on himself. *No sooner had the intelli- 
gence which he gained from Father 
Nicholas assured him that the deliver- 
ance he attempted by violence 4iad been 
peaceably effected, than the sin of rebel- 
lion rose full in his view, and resigning 
himself to a fate which he felt he deserved, 
his only care was to preserve the remnant 
of those who had for him forfeited their 
lives and fortunes. These he guided to 
a ford over the river, but it was already 
seized ; a desperate conflict ensued, some 
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cut their way through, many fell, more 
were taken prisoners. The Earl seemed 
more than human in strength and valour ; 
yet it was evident that he did not fight 
-with hope of life or liberty, but from the 
desire of extricating all he could save. 
That done, he flung away his sword, 
saying, he submitted to the law, and to 
the King. 

" During his journey, (while he was 
slowly kd in ignominious triumph by a|x - 
enemy, alike cruel and depraved, to suffer 
a malefactor's death, after the mockery 
of a trial, in his own castle,) the uh« 
tented wounds of his conscience gave him. 
those inward pangs which made him in- 
sensible to outward insult. He regarded 
not the ivy crown of brutal mockery ; 
he observed not the gibing homage paid 
him by Harclay's soldiers, who, misled 
by a report that he affected royalty, sa- 
luted him with the .appellation of King 
Arthur, the long-expected British hero. 
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He saw not the distant crowds collected 
by the tidings that the good Earl of Lao^ 
caster was taken prisoner, who, raising 
their hands, preferred their unuttered 
prayers to Heaven, for him who had been 
their best earthly friend, invoking blessr 
ings on the head from which malice had 
shorn every seemly dignity. . He. looked 
not on his persecutors, as one yrho knew 
he merited not from man the ignominy 
he so largely endured. Of man he 
thought not, nor of sublunary punish- 
ments or shames. All his communion 
was with Heaven, whose forgiveness he 
supplicated in humble tones, often snut^ 
mg hh breast, and saying, '* Sinful Lan* 
caster." 

" At the time of bis brief trial the 
same was his deportment. He abstained 
froni the privilege of challenging his 
judges as his enemies; but he warned 
them, on account of the jnalice which he 
knew they cherished|^ for their soul^' 
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sake to avoid dipping their hands ill his 
blood. After his condemnation, I was 
allowed to shrive him for the block, and 
found him prompt as a bridegroom on 
the morning of his espousals; for he 
trusted that his sins had received complete 
remission. A persuasion had been long 
engraven deeply on his soul, that his 
death would be beneficial to England, 
and cause the King, who never esteemed 
his living services, to feel and regret his 
loss, from which change of temper happy 
results might ensue. This he admitted ; 
he had unjustifiably shed man's blood, 
and to man his blood was forfeited. He 
repeated to me the dying prediction of 
his mother, and told me he had heard 
the knell of Gaveston calling him to 
share his grave. 

Borne dowii by the strong tide of 
affection, which testified that this world 
still contained what stamped a value on 
life, he yielded to aik for mercy, but he 

VOL. IV. N 



( 26$ ) 

yielded without hope of success. At 
dawn of this fatal day, he was rdused 
from a tranquil sleep to mount the. scaf- 
fold. Without either presumptuous ex- 
altation, or desponding terror, he arrayed 
himself to obey the summons. He 
walked majestically slow, afi he was wont 
jwhen he led his household to the sacred 
cemple, and blessed the multitude as he 
went along. He neither justified his owfl 
conduct, nor arraigned the judges by 
whom he was condemned. He prayed 
for the weal of England, and said little 
of the King, but that little implied Chris- 
tian forgiveness. His cheek was un- 
blenched with fear ; the more striking, 
therefore, was the change when^the exe- 
cutioner held up the severed head to the j 
weeping multitude. One only desire was 
unfulfilled ; he would fain have seen his 
beloved consort, but even this desire 
became a source of consolation. * At our 
last interview,' said he, * I told her if 
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she was faithful, we should meet in love 
and happiness. Those words were not 
lightly spoken, for I can now name the 
place of our re-union/ He waved his 
hand, describing the arch of the cerulean 
firmament, and added, ' The region of 
uninterrupted happiness is above us, and 
around us. It is unseen, because we look 
through a dense and turbid medium ; but 
it is real, it is eternal. I shall soon be in 
that world ; invite and instruct my Alicia 
to follow me.' " 
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CHAP. XX^IX. 



Woe to the hand that shed this costly blood ! 
Over tliy wounds, now do I prophesy, 
A curse shall light upon the limbs of men ; 
'Domestic fury, and fierce civil zitrife. 



HE exertions by which great men 



are made conspicuous^ have ^na- 
tural tendency to shorten their course. 
England has often mourned the prema- 
ture eclipse of those luminaries whose 
brightness, as they climbed to their zenith, 
promised a long race of gloiy; but 
rarely has the fate of any of her lost 
worthies excited so deep, so universai a 
sensation as the execution of the Earl of 
Lancaster* The nobles, roused to ex- 
treme indignation, by the sacrifice of their 
illustrious leader, cherished a deep, im- 
placable revenge, which burst out in the 
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ruin of those who were the authors of 
this catastrophe. The populace who 
were at once attached by his rhunificence, 
and 2L\ied by his piety^ influenced by the 
prevailing notions of the age, transformed 
their love of the patriotic nobleman into 
veneration for the saint. The church of 
the priory at Pontefract, where his body 
was interred, was crowded with devotees, 
who, persuaded that his ashes possessed 
miraculous powers, boasted that he who 
on earth ministered to all their wants, 
was now privileged by Heaven to exercise 
sopematurally those cfEces of mercy by 
which his life was distinguished. With 
that refinement of superstiticm, which 
extended its idolatry from the bones and 
relics to the effigies and pictures of 
saints and martyrs, the resemblance af 
the good Earl of Lancaster became aa 
object, of worship, in the cathedral of 
Lond(m« An; injunction of . Edward the 
;&cond.to the Bsshop is still extanr^i^ for- 
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kidding prayers being offered tp bis 
cousin's portrait. The Prior of Fonte* 
fract was also commanded to di$courag^ 
pilgrims from visiting his tomb. Ad« 
miration and affection spoke in what vfM 
then the common way of denoting ex- 
traordinary esteem:, to us, it justly appears 
not only absurd but culpable* Yet the 
feeling of attachment was genuine an4 
ardent, nor was it evanescent. Lot^ 
after Lancaster's death, the son of the 
King by whose command he had sufr 
fered cancelled his condemmtioQ, mi 
erected a chapel on the spot which wi^ 
consecrated hy his blood ; and in the 
reign of Richard the Second, the canooir 
nation of Saint Thomas Plantagenet was 
formally completed by a papal decneo, 
vrhich latgely stated his real virtues and 
imaginary miracles. 

Among his more eniighteoed comtryy 
men, the Eavl of Lancaster was most 
4ruly lamented as a BMOtyn to.tbe weal 
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of England, and what greatly tended to 
confirm the reverence in which he was 
heM, was the miserable end of those who 
sought his ruin. When the de^h of a 
malefactor, or murder from- the secret 
hand of assassination, becomes the gene* 
ral fete of those who' take a leading part 
in the^deeply embroiled scene of public 
aflFairs, we must be cautious how we 
attempt to trace the hand of Divuie ven- 
geance further than by observing, that 
as one deed of violence begets another, 
the evil passions of men are thus rightly 
made to execute the wrath of God ; and 
from the punishments which these deeds 
inflict by their counteraction, they re- 
mind us how essential it is- to eradicate 
that malevolence which, when the tide 
of events turns against us, wiH prove at 
once the instrument and the justificatioa 
of our own destnicticMi* 

The first person who felt the fatal cohn 
setjuence^of fierving a eorrapt t:mut^ by 
N 4 



procuring the rum of a powerfiil subjert, 
and of those unhappy gentlemen who 
were allowed to be seducod in order that 
they might be destroyed, was Sir Andrew 
Harcky. ' For this service he was made 
Earl of Carlisle, but within the year, 
forfeiting the favour of his employers, 
he suffered the same punishment a^ the 
Earl of Lancaster ; and he stands vtpoa 
record as the first cri^iinal who endured 
the ignominy of being degraded front his 
knighthood, before he laid his head upon 
the block. 

The elder Spens^, created Earl of 
Winchester in the last stage of venerable ' 
age^ beloved for his many virtues, and 
(till he eBcouraged his son's ambi* 
tious projects) esteemed for his wisdom, 
was seized by the party of Mortimer and 
hung up in his armour, without the 
formality-of trial, in the city of Bristol, 
which he attempted to defend for his 
sovereign. A similar hie speedily over* 



took his less pitied^ spn, on whoin the 
disdjjctioa of a gallows, fifty feet high^- 
was bestowed, to piake him a more con-: 
spicuous object to an enraged people, 
wjjo considered him. as the chief insti- 
gator of Lancaster's deaths 

The Earl, of Arundel also perished by: 
the. hand of .Mortimer* The death ofc 
the Earl o^ Kei^t w^s reserved tojdisgrace;. 
the nominal administration of his wise 
and heroic nephew, Edward the Third ; 
but he too was sacrificed to the guilty 
fears of Isabella and her paramour, 
before the royal spirit of the young 
Kyig burst the ignominious bondage in 
whiifh he was held. Soon after this 
amiable victim had suffered on a scaf- 
fold, for endeavouring to vindicate the 
wrongs of his dethroned brother, the 
blood-stained adulterer was also called 
to a trepiend^us account ; Isabella saw 
hfyr minioi\^ suffer the death of a traitor, 
ia^aU itr unioitigatpd horrors, and.sur^ 
N 5 ' 
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tiv^ him twenty^ght years, m ]penit«fi- 
tkoy tonfinement (let us liope), beMi- 
ing her own crimes ad wdl ad Mdrdm^s 
fete, ' - 

Robert IMhtidj who not only 
ungratefully deserted but betrayed &f& 
felling master, became by that offence 
the {>eculiar object of the Earl of Leices- 
ter's inexorable enmity* Re did ^ 
k)hg live to disgrace the coronet, ti^hich 
was the reward of bis perfidy. Early 
in the reign of Edward the Third, 4ie 
was assassmated by Sir Thomal Withers, 
who, after proclaiming that he slew him 
for his treachery to the Ear) of Lanm* 
ter^ was protected from the puiatshiHent 
due to that act ^ summary vengeioice, 
by the fevour of the people a^d-fhe 
power of his master. ♦ 

But among tMs long catalogue of 
those ^o whose lips eTen*hande4* jus- 
ttee returned the poboned ebalice,'* Ae 
unhappy Ksig was pre^emtneiii^ in ihSmj. 
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Bf the exeeutkmi of Bk^en laighty* 
Itoroiife^ and a long catalogtie of k^ghts 
md gentlemen, he presumed otx having 
secured domestic subjection ; and by pro-* 
curing the thunders of the Vatican to be 
foinfied at the King and realm of Scot- 
land, he made quail the courage of the 
heroic prince, whom his military arrays 
rather irritated than restrained. A IcHig 
truce with England was the price which 
the Pope required for restoring Bruce 
and hi» subjects to the peace of absoIu« 
tion and church-communion. Edward 
BOW deemed himself secure in his estate,, 
and sufficiently rich in glory to devote 
his future life to ease and pleasure. 
But having leisure for reflection, Lan- 
easta^'s hasty execution stung him with 
bitter remorse, and he is recorded to 
have exclcdmed in an agony^ when some 
of his courtiers importuned him to par* 
don a condemned criminal, Is it pos* 
^Ue that such a wretch as this should 
N 6 
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find so roapy to mterce4e for Wnj, j^hm 
Done <>f you would speaks behalf of my; 
cousin .of L^n^aster, wbQ». if had 
lived, might haye been useful .both to 
and. the whole kingdom 
If^, dnrii]^ the short sunshine of his 
gloomy reign, thi$. ill-fated King thus 
discovered and lan^ented the difference 
between a brave^ honest subj^t, whom 
he had irritated s|nd d^troyed, and those 
obsequioi^s flatterers who, -destitute c£ 
principles and resources, bent to his will, 
and reflected the changes of his <30UQte* 
nance ; wh^t were his jseiitiiiiaits when» 
four ye^rs after hi^ kinsioan's death, 
the secret . machinations of his Queei^ 
and her paranK>ur, ripened into treason, 
insurrectipa, and murder, procured his 
own deposition, captivity, and death ? 
If, when in the folly of revenge, he 
sacrificed a popular and mighty baron to 
the manes of . » detested minion, he ex-»i 
^^f^gly jTpast^d that the hill of fonte* 



fract had its bloody trophy, as Well as thaE 
ofBIacklow, whll^, from Kenil worthy the 
melancholy passing-bell echoed to testify 
the danger of braving a king's wrath — . 
his own imprisonment in that same KeniU* 
worths, and the shrieks which rung 
through Berkeley-castle» as loudly pro- 
claimed the criminality of voluptuous 
sloth in a monarchy on whose unwear'ei 
discharge of public duties, the weal 
of so many thousands depended. As 
loudly did they proclaim the danger of 
disregarding those brave and powerful 
subjects that had the courage to speak 
truths and the means of maintainmg it, 
while he dared trust ta parasites for 
security, and to debauchees for counseL 
The degrading propensities of Edward 
were overawed by the grave virtues of 
Lancaster ; and the despotism of the 
royal favourites was restrained by the 
independent spirit and steady patriotism 
of a. baron, who could neither be bdbed^ 
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nor intimidated ; but bad he livedo Eng- 
land would not have blnsbed at the mis- 
rule of the adulterous Mortimer, who 
gained her confidaice under the specious 
pretext of avenging the death of her 
favourite champion. 

The King did not annex forfeiture 
and attabder to Lancaster's punishment; 
and history records the Earl of Lei- 
cester as finally .inheriting all his bro- 
ther's estates and titles, which, descend- 
ing from him to his grandaughter, were 
by her conveyed in marriage to John of 
Gaunt, and in the person of her son, 
Henry the Fourth, were re-united to the 
crown of England. Earl Henry was 
dtstingtiishe^ as a most attached brother, 
and as a faithful friend to the ISberties-of 
his country. In. the former capacity be 
j<Hned the Queen^s party, and powerfuHy 
contributed to the deposition of an un- 
just sovereign, and to the placing of 
young Edward on his father's throne. 
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But his vindictive intentions were thus 
appeased. Appointed to the guardian- 
ship of the King's person, his heaift sc^« 
eaed at his deep distress ; and he treated 
his prisoner with a consideration which 
induced the remorseless Isabella to seek 
a fitter instrument for her designs* Of 
the barbarous murder which followed, 
the happy husband of the amiable Ma- 
tilda, was not only innocent> but we 
also find him included among the num- 
ber of indignant barons who combined 
to stimulate the youdg King, (with the 
filial piety of a Hamtet,) sO' f o pursue 
the act o( avenging a father's death 
as not to taint his mind, nor let his soul 
contrive against his mother aught." The 
part whitb Leicester took in the punidi>^ 
ment of Lord Holland ha$ been already 
recorded : it may also fee proper' to mo- 
tion that his only son, the Earl of Derby, 
was one of the most celd>rated of Ed* 
ward the Third'u obtains, m his |ong 
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arduous contest with the bouse of Valoi^ 
for the crown of France. 

Thus far the most authentic history 
guides our researched* It remains to 
describe the contrasted fortunes of those 
who were principal actors in the preced- 
ing pages. 

The reader's imagination will attend 
the faithful widow through the various, 
stages of agony, horror, despair, grief,., 
and patience, till she reached that devout, 
resignation to the will of Providence, in. 
which the soundest divine^ place the 
perfection of the militant Christian,-^ a 
dereliction of desires, but not of duties^ 
a renunciation of selfish inclinations^ not l. 
a, forgetfulness of buitian afiectio^.i 
Light as a feather in the cap of yani(y. - 
appeared to htr every scheme of subhiTc ^ 
nary pleasure, or ambitioii }no^fktyi^\ 
t,he ascending scale^ when wefg^^j 
against 'th« awful contingents of th^ ' 
worid to which nian passes thi'ough th^ 
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dark avenue of what is called life* Afflic- 
tion had done its perfect work, and 
established consideration, charity, and 
piety as the habitual residents of the soul 
which it had sanctified Every tie to 
this world being dissolved by the death 
of her son, the once vain, frivolous, selfish 
daughter of De Lacy, became the devout, 
benevolent Abbess of Kirklee, treading 
in the steps of her revered predecessor, 
like her, a blessing to the neighbour- 
hood, and an example to the community 
whom she had ruled with gentle sway. 

In her declining years she was grati- 
fied by the attentions of royal visitants, 
and was at once, consoled and rewarded, 
by seefing the sceptre of England wielded 
by a prince who knew bow to revive its . 
former brilliancy* He who confined 
Scotland within its ancient Hmits, re^ 
claim^ the wrested provinces from 
France which were his patrimonial in- 
heritance, visited on that nation the 
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miseries it had fostered for England by 
furthering the schemes of his aban- 
doned mother, and soothed the widow of 
Lancaster by offering his oblations at 
the tomb of her injured lord. His chaste 
and amiable consort Phiilippa of HdU 
Aault, standing like Mercy by the side 
ef Valour, presented a numerous and 
comely train of royal youths and virgins 
to receive the blessings and instructioHB 
of one who, after having been the richest 
heiress in England, and wife to its 
mightiest baron,xJiscovered the true use* 
cf life, and found that cont?entment 
which nursed prosperity could not afford^ 
in the school of affliction. 

No public act of Surrey's is recowlcd 
after the shameful fact of his signing ifii 
death-warrant of the man whota he- UtA 
so vilely injured. He lived to siiflfer t!tc 
long protracted death of a miserable old 
age, hated and abjured by socfetjr, aiid 
cursed by the illegitimate issue whoia 



his licentiousness deprived of an honour* 
able provision. With him ended the 
titled, honours of the house of Wsurren, 
a consideration peculiarly galling to one 
who felt such peculiar pride in boasting 
that he sprung from the line of ancient 
kings. The fate of Lancaster's other 
enemies may appear more singularly 
mad&ed by the interposition of Pn>vi> 
dence, but since, in turbulent times, one 
death often overtakes the hero and the vil- 
lain, the patriot and the traitor, who alike 
fall in the field or on the scaffold i we 
shall be more discrete in searching for 
the visible marks of Divine superintend* 
ence, if we fully appreciate the miseries 
which evil inclinations bring upon those 
who indulge their unrestrained excess, 
during a period of what the world calls 
prosperous fortune. From these har- 
rowers of the soul and slow consumers 
of the body, nor guards- nor bolts can 
preserve their victim. Gold can pur- 
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chase no opiate to lull the pangs of ter- 
rified remorse, nor can the ermined palt 
of state warm the torpid heart of desp^ur. 
Cpmpared to the death-bed anguish of 
hirii who has sinned till grace is denied, 
what are all the tortures which the refine* 
meats of diabolical cruelty can invent ? 
These must bear the marks of imperf^- 
tion which distinguish all the acts' of 
created beings, and be finite in their 
nature and brief in^ their duration; but 
conscience is the agent of Omnipotence, 
and the precursor of eternity. 



HISTORICAL NOTICES. 



A LICt A, or Alice de Lacy, was the 
only surviving child of Henry 
Earl of Lincoln, by Margaret, heiress of 
'the Longspees, Earls of Salisbury, who 
sprung from the son of Henry II., by 
Rosamond Clifford. This Earl of Lincoln 
is recorded as one of Edward the First's 
great captains ; and beside many other 
gifts he received from his sovereign the 
town of Denbigh, on account of his .ser- 
vices in Wales. It is further stated, that 
he took part with the Barons in their 
contests with Edward II., and laid those 
injunctions on his soa-inJaw the Earl of 
Lancaster, which are recited in the 
tenth chapter. He died just before the 
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insurrection that ended in the death of 
Gaveston, and was buried in St. Paul's 
cathedral. His six sons by Lady Mar- 
garet died in their childhood : one of 
them met his death by accidentally fall- 
ing into a well at Denbigh, where his 
father was building a castle, which, on 
account of this circumstance, he never 
finished. He built many strong castles 
and monasteries : those of Pontefract 
among the number. He had a natural 
son also, named Henry, to whom he left 
his lands and castle near Cambridge. 
On the marriage of his daughter to the 
Earl of Lancaster, he endowed him with 
the fee-simple of his lands, which. were 
to go ,to the future Earls of Lancaster, 
even if Alice had no children. 

History supplies no particulal's about 
Lady Margaret. When this work was 
nearly finished, the author discovered, 
that after her decease, the Earl of Lin- 
coln n^iarried a second wife. With the 
4 
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heroine's character great liberties have 
been, taken, fqr her deportment was 
such as pade her real adventures un6t 
even for a fabulist, who studiously avoids 
combining an air of heroical perfection 
with the manners of a'comparatively bar- 
byous period. There is an unusual de- 
gree of perplexing mystery in her his- 
tory. Being the richest heiress of her 
time, the disposing of her in marriage - 
seems to have been a business of great 
difficulty : the editor of the Warren 
Pedigree relates, that she was early be- 
trothed to John Warren, eighth and 
la^t Eajrl of Warren and Surrey j other 
historians record, that at nine years of 
^e she was contracted to the Earl of 
Lancaster, grandson to King Henry III. 
She certainly became the wife of the 
letter ; and Camden relates, that she was 
forcibly taken from her maternal 
castle^ at Canford in Dorsetshire, in 1 3 1 7, 
by John Earl of Warren and Surrey, to 
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^ no small damage of his reputation 
and injury to England*'' The Warren 
Pedigree, before alluded to, states, tixat 
as Surrey*s people were carrying her cffj 
they saw, from the top of hill, a num^ 
ber of men advancing with banneis, on 
which, supposing them to be the Earl 
of Lancaster's soldiers, they fied,, learing 
the lady ; but discovering them to be only 
priests going in procession, they returned, 
and found with her an ill-favoured kmgfat 
nasned Richard St. Martm* Alice was 
some time detained at SandaUcastle in 
Yorkshire, the seat of the Warrens, 
which, in revenge for this insult, the 
Earl of Lancaster burnt. 

After the death of Gaveston, Alice 
was made an instrument of King Edk. 
ward's irreconcilable enmity to her hus* 
band. This St. Martin, whom Walsing* 
ham describes as a man of mean look 
and dwarfish stature, claimed her of the 
judges as his wife, on the ground of a 
5 



( ) 



pre-contract and crimmal interconne, 
which, to her eternal shame^ she con- 
Smed^ and was adjudged with all her 
estates and titles tq this claimant. The , 
sentence is severelj^ condemned as unjust, 
precipitate, and originating £rom the 
King's hatred to his cousin, and desire 
of limiting his power. It is further said 
that it filled England with indignation 
and, tumult, provoking Lancaster again 
to take up arms ; and that on the King'a 
ke^ng his feast the following Whitsun- 
tide at Westminster, a woman in a mask 
rode into the hall and delivered him a 
letter^ which he imagining to be some- 
thing diverting, commanded to be read 
aloud, but was much incensed to find it 
only contained outrageous reproaches 
against his tyranny, cowardice, and all 
the grievances of his reign. 

Alice de Lacy having totally lost her 
reputation by her light behaviour, is said 
to have successively bestowed the title , 

VOL. IV. o 
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of Earl of Lincoln on two paramours 
or husbands, Eubulo le Strange and 
Hugh Frere, between whom and Henry 
Plantagenet, brother and heir of her 
husband, there was a contest for her 
lands. She had no issue, and died de- 
spised in extreme old age« 

The Earl of Lancaster's descent is cor* 
rectly described. The tomb of his fa- 
ther's first wife Avisa, heiress to the Earl 
of Gloucester, has been lately discovered 
in^ Westminster Abbey, with her beauti- 
ful efBgies still perfect. She died very 
youiig: Thomas and Henry were the 
issue of, Earl Edmund's second marriage 
with Blanche of Navarre, of whom no 
more is- known than that in the xlays of 
Edward I. she, with the reigning Queen 
of France and the Queen Dowager, suc- 
ceeded in mediating a peace between the 
two kingdoms, which Philip the Fair af- 
^ terwards violated. Earl Edmund gave 
the red rose as his device. 
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The character of Earl Thomas is con- 
tradictorily drawn, just as historians^ 
who viewed his opposition to the King 
through different mediums, have coloured 
k with their own sentiments. Holing- 
shed is most severe ; but he lived many 
ages afterwards, and wrote at a time 
when the diminution of baronial privi- 
leges allowed kings such a share of arbi- 
trary power, as made it not only danger- 
ous but irreligious to resist an authority, 
founded upon divine right. Of Lan- 
caster's motives we cannot judge : it is 
certsun his provocations were extreme ; for 
the King not only sanctioned the shame- 
ful claims of his adulterous wife, but laid 
a snare for his life. The traits of his cha- 
racter, which are thoroughly ascertained, 
are here preserved; namely, his great 
popularity, hospitality, munificence, alms- 
deeds, honour for religious persons, and 
occasional violence^and impetuosity. From 
the commencement of Edward II.^s reign^ 
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dll the time of his execution, he appears 
the stem resister of that monarches 
weak and arbitrary measures ; but in this 
.romance he is introduced on various 81:- 
jC^on^3 for which there is no histonc^il 
authority. Among this number is his 
commanding the forces on. the borders of 
Scotland ; his oiFerihg to carry his uhcTe's 
r heart to Palestine; his opposmg Ga^^e- 
$ton at the Wallingford-touriiameh^ ; his 
mediation between the King and Qtieen ; 
his excommunication; his penance in 
Spsun ; his conquest of Pendergfass, and 
all the domestic history of himself and his . 
consort. Those particulars which are 
historical are his being appointed an or- 
dainer; his behaviour in that Insurrection 
which en^ed in Gaveston's execution, 
and the unjust, ignominious circumstances 
of his own death; we may add, the 
King's too late regret for his death, and 
the superstitious reverence paid to his 
memory* 

10 
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Henry Earl of Leicester, and after-; 
wards of Lancaster, married Maud, heiress 
to Maurice, a Welsh chieftain. He was 
called Wryneck, from some defect in his 
figure. His only son, Henry Earl df 
p^rby, was a most eminent captam iix 
the wars of Edward III. The befaa* 
yiour of Henry Earl of Lancaster after 
his brother's death is historically stated in 
t|ie last chapter. 

The anecdotes of Edward L and 
his Queen Eleanor of Castile, related fax 
these volumes, are all authentic, except 
tl^e protection they are supposed to affbrd 
tp the imaginary Lady Emmeline, and the 
wish ascribed to the King on his deatfi*. 
bed, that his son should consider Lan*. 
c^er as his especial friend. 
. Eleanor of Provence, widow of Hen-^ 
ry IIL, was a very affectionate wife, and 
(90k the veil at Amesbury, as is de- 
^ribed ^ as did afterwards her grand- 
daughter, the Princess Mary, with thirteen 

03 
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other noble young ladies^at the same time 
in that celebrated convent. 

It is designed that the King and Queen 
of this romancef should be correct like- 
nesses of Edward and Isabella, though 
the drapery is fanciful ; of course con- 
versations and incidental circumstances 
are fictitious, and a liberty is taken in 
supposing that the Queen desired to co- 
quet with Lancaster. Her design to carry' 
the young prince to France, and her 
amour with Mortimer, are certainly an- 
ticipated, but her depravity cannot be 
called exaggerated by being^ earlier de- 
yelopedi Not one weakness or crime is 
charged on the King which history has 
left doubtful. 

The eighth Earl of Warren and Surrey 
is said by Camden to have been a man 
whose mind was never free from the do- 
minion of boundless lust." He succeeded 
his grandfather at the age of eighteen, 
was knighted with the Prince of Wales 
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and the Earl of Lancaster, at the fes- 
tival Edward I. celebrated previous to 
his Scottish enterprizes, lived to be very 
old, and died without legitimate issue. 
He was succeeded in his estates by the 
son of his sister, who was married to the^ 
Earl of Arundel, but the title became 
extinct. He built or re-edified SandaU 
cattle, and married the daughter of the 
Earl of Bar, but soon divorced her, and 
lived in adultery. He had several chik 
dren by Maud of Nersford, a knight's 
daughter, one of his mistresses. The two 
Spensers, his brother-in-law Arundel, 
and the Earl of Pembroke, all personal 
enemies to Lancaster, sat as judges on 
that nobleman, in the hall of his own 
castle at Pontefract. 

The grandfather of this earl was, with 
the elder Mortimer, appointed by Ed- 
ward L to be guardians to three boys, 
sons of a Welsh prince, by Lady Emma 
Audley. The circumstance of drowning 
o 4 
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two of them in the Dee, under Hok- 
bridge, by these cruel earls, for the sake 
of their inheritance, and the escape of the 
third, as detailed by the harper, are 
taken from Pennant's Tour. The chi!d ^ 
who was preserved was ancestor of the 
famous Owen Glendower. There is no 
ground for implicating the eighth Earl 
Warren in the murder committed by the 
seventh ; and' the reader must consider 
fhis as ah adventitious exaggeration of an 
odious character which the author found 
convenient. 

Gilbert de Clare, Earl of Glbu- 
xester, grandson of Edward I., by his 

^daughter Joan of Arc, was a most pro- 
mising young prince, who died at the 
tattle of Bannockbum, as desci^ed. 
He is often spoken olF as mediating tife- 

/^ween the King and his barons, though 
affectionately attached to his uncle. The 
part assigned him in the supposed inu- 

' Irriy aft^r ' the death of Wai^ick^ U ficti- 



^ffVf* His sisters^ Margaret and Eleano^, 
respectively married the ELing's succe^ 
^ye favourites, Gaxeston and Spenser. ; 
^ Humphrey . Earl of Hereford , maf- 
ried'* sister of Edward IL He 
(ipnstantly of the party of Lancaster, and 
12ra§ concerned with him in the hasty ex$- 
putioo of.GavestoUt He joined Lancaster 
m the last insurrection, sind died in 4^ 
m^nixer described. 

Aylmisr de Valance, Earl of Pembrol^f , 
was ,also royally allied, being descended 
from fsabella of Angouleme, wife of King 
John, by her third marriage* His con- 
duct is correctly stated as to his taking 
arms against . Gaveston; so is his^ntnity 
to Lancaster for executing his prison^. 

All tliat relates to Gayeston is histo« 
xjcal, except his gallantry to th^ heroine. 
He was made Earl of Cornwall immedi- 
ately on the death of the youngest so%of 
the King of the; Romans. [ 

Guy de Beai^bamp, Earl of W^rwick^ 
o S 
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was especially recommended by Liacc4n 
to Lancaster as a true and steady patriot# 
He was one of the Ordainers. His death 
was attributed to poison: it happened 
just after tht King had granted itim a 
psurdon for being the prime instrument of 
Gaveston^s death, and a few months be* 
fore the battle of Bannockbum. There 
seems no jast cause for accusing the King 
with the premature fate of this nobleman^ 
He died unmarried, at least without issue. 
His successor (who seems to have been 
his brother) refused to join the King in 
his Scottish expeditions, on account of 
the sifepicions attached to his death* His 
love-adventures are fictitious. 

Walter de Stapleton, Bishop of Exeter,- 
is recorded as an exemplary, munificent 
prelate, who often interposed his peace- 
ful offices between the King and his peers, 
and finally lost his life in a popular in« 
surrection, while endeavouring to keep 
London for the King against the party of 



( *99 ) 

the Queen and Mortimer* He was a 
great benefactor to Oxford, for he 
founded Exeter College and Hart Hall. 
The dreadful severity of the three years' 
famine; in the time of Edward IL, 
is detailed by cotemporary writers with 
facts almost incredible. It is not known 
how far the Bishop of Exeter interposed 
to soften this calamity ; but the most ac« 
tive interference, and also his supposed 
services to the Earl of Lancaster, accord 
with his benevolent intercessive dispo- 
sition. 

The character of the Eling of Scotland 
is a close copy of history. The descrip-^ 
tion of the battle of Bannockburn is 
taken from a Scotch author, fond of pre« 
serving the legends of the old chronicles* 
The extraordinary visions which are sup- 
posed to have hurried Lancaster back to 
England, were by our forefathers be- 
lieved to have been vouchsafed in the 
church of St. Magnus, in the Orknep, 
o 6 
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at Aberdeen, and also in* the abbejr 
Glastonbury. Walsingham says, that the 
£arl of Lancaster, just before his last in^ 
surrection, seized a knight who was sent 
by King Edward to Robert Bruce, ofier^ 
ing him what terms of peace he pleased,, 
provided he would cut oflf Lancaster, who 
at that time meditated the project of seek- 
ing his court for protection. The Earl 
hung the hearer of these dispatches. 
. The actions of Simon de Montford, 
general against the Albigenses, and his 
son the Earl of Leicester, who married 
a sister of our King Henry IIL, and 
commanded the barons leagued against 
1^, are faithfully described. Henry 
Elantagi^net, eldest son of the King 
of the itomans (Henry lll.'s brother), 
was sent by his cou$in, then Prince Ed- 
ward, to Bouxdeaux, to protect the French 
provinces subject to the orown of England 
froffx the apprehended invasion of Phil^ ^ 
th^ Hardy^ wjbio had dese^ftedilie crqsade 
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after tbe death of his father St. Louis,, 
and humed back to his own kingdom* 
Henry Plantagenet was murdered before 
the high altar in the church at Viterbo, 
while paying his devotions, by Guido de 
Montford, son of the Earl of Leicester, 
in pretended revenge for the death of his 
futher and brother, slain at the battle of 
Evesham, though neither Hairy nor his 
father were in that engagements He was • 
unusually lamented. His heart was in* 
terred in a golden cup, near King Edward 
the Confessor's shrine at Westminster. 
The King of the Romans died soon ^ter» 
broken-hearted for his loss* 
. William Longspee, Earl of Salisbury, 
giaadfather of the Margaret who con- 
veyed that inheritance by marriage to the 
Earl of Lincoln, lost his life in the^mian- 
ner described. It would be an insult^to 
my but very juvenile readers, to say that 
his amour is a fiction. (Iharles of Ai^Ou, 
. of. Sidly^ was tbe chara^tet^ ftpt^- 
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sented in this work. His murder of 
Conradine, his cruel ambition, and super- 
stitious belief that his own interested pro- 
jects were a species of consecrated war- 
fore, are historical statements. 

The Archbishop of York's patriotic 
efforts to preserve the northern provinces 
frdm ravage, after he had been deserted 
by the nobles, and the event of the battle 
of the White Bands, are correctly stated. 
Not being able to discover who was the 
Legate during this reign, the author feigns 
that office to be exercised by the Bishop 
of LichBeld, simply because he was (next 
to Gaveston) peculiarly obnoxious to the 
nation, and because the author did not 
wish to increase *her list of odious charac- 
ters. Notwithstanding the Earl of Lan- 
caster's great reputation for piety, he was 
during the reign of his uncle and cousin 
a steady assertor of the independence of 
the national church. 

Sir Robert Holland is recorded as the 
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secretary and confidential knight of the 
Earl of Lancaster, The circumstances 
of his betraying his master, and being af- 
terwards assassinated by Withers, are his- 
torical ; also the part ascribed to Harciay, 
and his short-lived elevation, loss of fa- 
Tour^ degradation, and death. 

An interview took place between the 
Queen of Stephen and the Empress Ma- 
tilda, daughter of Henry the First, in 
which the former supplicated pardon for 
her husband, and the latter was at once 
inexorable and insulting. All the cir- 
cumstances described in the ballad sup- 
posed to be recited by Alicia are real; 
In the rapid change of fortune which befel 
the Empress, she once escaped froni 
Stephen's army by means of a mock fu- 
neral, and another time, dressed in white, 
during a violent snow-storm. 

John Pendergrass (called by Rapin 
Deydrass), a tanner^s son of Exeter, at- 
tempted to obtcdn the crown from Ed- 
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jurjurd II., by pretending that he was 
the true Edward of Caernarvon, and had 
been exchanged by the nurse. TWs 
man mounted .a gallows instead of a 
throne. His bold deceit is introduced to 
give an air of probability to the author's 
fiction respecting a pseudo Cpuntess of 
^Lancaster, to whom the shameless beha- 
viour, which could not be reconciled to 
^ weak but well-intentioned affectionate 
woman, are ascribed. . The perturbed era 
pf tbePlantagenets abounds in impostures 
as well as in atrocious and violent deeds; 
A most singular fraud was played off by 
Isabella and Mortimer on the Earl of 
Kent, son of Edward the First by his se- 
cond Queen. Though this prince had 
attended the obsequies of his murdered 
brother, he was persuaded by the Queen's 
emissaries, who wished to draw him into 
rebellion, that that brother was still alive. 
One of the grounds of this opinion wis 
the testimony of a friar, who h^d con- 
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jared up a spirit that told him there had 
been a mock interment, and that the King 
was preserved in honourable though close 
confinement. To corroborate this state- 
ment, another plot was more deeply laid ; 
for a report was spread in the neighbour- 
hood of Berkeley, that the royal prisoner 
had been removed elsewhere; and so 
many circumstantial particulars were 
stated, that a confidential priest was sent 
\Sy the Earl of Kent to ascertain the fact. / 
lliis. man was even admitted to the go- 
vernor of Corfe Castle (the scene of this 
mummery), who aflFected surprise, but 
acknowledged the report was true, and 
allowed the priest a distant view of one of 
his prisoners, who was served with the re- 
spect due to royalty. The Earl of Kent 
fell into the snare, and hasted to demand 
an interview with his brother. This the 
governor refused, but consented to be the 
bearer of a letter, in which Kent pledged 
his services to reinstate him on his tbrone^ 
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On these grounds Kent was tried, con- 
demned, and executed. The events of 
those turbulent times (like our own) may, 
from their singularity and atrocity, chal- 
lenge fiction to devise any thing more in- 
credible and melancholy than the strange, 
sad realities which were seen or suffered. 

The account of the stupendous remains 
of the abbey of Bangor on the Dee is 
taken from Camden, and is probably 
muck corrupted by fable ; not only re- 
specting the miraculous quality of the 
river, but as to the immense size and pro- 
digious population of the monastery. 

Wimbom-Minster stands near the scite 
of Canford-castle, in Dorsetshire^ on the 
river Stour : King Ethelred, brother to 
Alfred, who fell in battle with the Danes, 
is buried here. At this place also was a 
nurinery, founded by St. Cuthberg, sister 
to King Ina. Lychet-beacon, to mark 
out the rocks of Purbeck, lies to the 
north. 
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Castle Dinas Bran, the antient resi- 
dence of those Welsh princes from 
whom sprang the husband of Lady 
Emma Audley, was the birth-place- of 
the celebrated beauty Myfanwy Vechan, 
immortalized by the strains of her lover 
Hoel. 

Kenilworth-castle, built by Simon de 
Montford, Earl of Leicester, was given 
by Henry IIL to his son Edmund after 
the battle of Evesham. Here Edward IL' 
was confined after he was compelled to 
abdicate the throne; but his princely 
keeper, relenting at his distress, the King 
was removed to Bcrkeley-castle to com- 
plete his bloody tragedy.* The Savoy 
was the town-residence of the Lancastrian 
Plantagenets. 

Amesbury was a magnificent nunnery, 
founded by Queen Elfrida, to atone for 
her guilt in murdering her sdn-in-law 
King Edward, erroneously called the 
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Martyr. It seems to have been the fa^ 
Tourite retreat of royal and noble iMi^ 
when weary of the world. It is near 
Stonehenge^ on the banks of the Avox^ 
where Ambrosius founded a ,monaster}r 
of three hundred monks, xo pray for the 
soul of Vortigem and his Britons slaip. 
by IJengist. 

The cross of St. Pauliims, in memoif r 
pf his converting the Northern Saxpni, 
stood in the neighbourhood of the sm;ftll 
nuimery of Kirklee. . This htter ^ was 
within a few miles of Sandal-castle, which 
commanded the town of WakelEield^ on 
the banks of the Calder. . 
^ The ceremony used at creating thr^ 
hundred knights, chosen by Edward I. 
from among his first nobiUty, and 
bound by their oaths to prosecute his 
designs on Scotland, is cc^ied from 
Camden. . . 

. The beara or boy-bishop, \m a spd^ 
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prelate, pontifically attired, and carried 
^otit the country during the Christmas- 
holidays, with much ludicrous ceremony. 
He did not seem to be limited 'to the 
iitles of the existing dioceses ; as in the 
Wirl of Northumberland's household- 
book mention is made of largessess 
heihg given^'*' to the boy-bishop of 
Beverley.' From the above-named au- 
'thtotic record of domest;ic economy, 
many hints respecting manners have 
been adopted. 

An abbot of misrule was an occasional 
master of revels, appointed by our joyous 
ancestors to preside at times of peculiar 
festiiaty. 

To prevent any possibility of mislead- 
- fcg those who travel to the end of this 
maze of history and fiction, they are re- 
quested to remember that of the fol- 
towing* characters, the names only are 
supplied by authentic records. Queen 



( ) 

Blanche, the Brincess Mary, Lady Ma- 
tilda, the Bishop of Lichfield^ Maud de ^ 
Nersford, and Eubulo Le Strange. Fa- 
ther Ambrose, Sir Hilary, Father Ni- 
cholas, Mabel, Beatrice, Dorcas, Sybil, 
Lady Emmeline, Agatha, Dame Mow- 
bray, Humphrey, the son of Alicia, Gon- 
dibert Fitz-allan, and the §ieur Manfred, 
are creatures of the author's brain, for 
whose shape and colouring she is re- 
sponsible. 

In this attempt to convey a general 
idea of the leading characters, the prin- 
cipal events, and the prevailing tone of 
manners of the reign of Edward IL, 
chronological exactness could npt be 
preserved without sacrificing the fiction 
which was designed to give interest ta 
the whole j but the following dates may 
somewhat assist the reader. 

Edward II. ascehded the throne June 
7th, 1307, was deposed in January 1327, 
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:^d murdered, September a^d, in the 
fiame year. 

The King adjudged the Earl of Lan- 
caster's, wife to Sir Richard Saint Martin, ^ ^ 
in June 13 17. The Earl of Lancaster 
was t]ried and sentenced in his own hall \ 
at Pontefract, March 25th, 1322 ; and 
was executed on a hill near it a day or 
two after, 

Gaveston was beheaded on Blacklow- 
hill, near Warwick, June 19th, I3i2» 
The battle of Bannockburn was fought 
June 24th, 1 3 14 ; that of the White 
Bands, September 20th,. 1319. 

Should the style of manners in this 
work appear too coarse and barbarous, 
the reader is requested to call to mind 
the ballad of Edom of Gordon, preserved 
in Bishop Percy's valuable Collection of 
Antient Poems *, and to remember that 
the event which that ballad records, is 



* Vol. I. p. lit, fourth edition. 
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there Stated to be but too faithful a 8pe«* 
cimen of the violences practised in the 
feudal times in every part of this island, 
andy indeed, throughout Europe. 



THE END. 
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